SJSU URBP 200 – Fall  2004

Instructor – Asha Weinstein

City History Assignment: Overview

Purpose

This assignment gives you a chance to reflect upon the connection between a city’s historical development and its current planning.  In addition, the assignment provides you with an opportunity to gain expertise in the history of a particular place, as well as to develop your skills at library and web research, writing, public presentation, and working in a group setting.

Assignment overview

The city of YourCity
 has organized a special two-day conference to address a pressing local planning problem, ProblemX
.  At this conference, local government staff and elected officials, a slew of consultants from around the world, representatives of nonprofits and the business community, and residents will all work together to develop a planning vision for coping with ProblemX.  

You work in the office of Mayor Planella Grandiosa, who is known for her passion for local history.  She has directed your team to prepare a report and 15-minute opening presentation for the conference that lays out the city’s history as it relates to ProblemX.  Grandiosa believes that this historical perspective will prove indispensable in getting the conference off to a productive beginning.

The Report

Your report will have two sections.

Part A will be a 15+ page essay about the history of YourCity’s development as related to ProblemX.  Although the essay you write will focus on Problem X, you will also want to provide some information on the city’s overall development as context.  The history should emphasize the city’s physical development and planning, rather than purely political or social events.  

Part B will be a 10+ page discussion of how ProblemX relates to the city’s history.  Discuss the current debates and planning efforts related to your issue, and analyze how these relate to the city’s history.  Considering the following questions may help you to develop ideas for your analysis:

· Do people conceptualize ProblemX differently today from in the past?

· Are the ways people today try to address ProblemX different or the same as past approaches?  

· Are different interest groups involved in addressing the problem today compared to in the past (think about residents, business owners, outside investors, local government, regional government, state or national government)?  If so, how does the change in actors influence the planning process and likely outcomes?

· Are people involved in the current planning debates over ProblemX aware of YourCity’s history and how it relates to ProblemX?  If so, do they consider it relevant to their work?

The presentation

Your presentation will last 15 minutes, and you will take questions for a further 5 minutes.  All group members must speak during the presentation.  The presentation must include visual aids.

Intermediate work products

To help you work through this project, I have broken it into several steps.  You will hand in three items before the final report is due.  These ungraded but required draft assignments will be as follows:

· Part I: Preliminary bibliography – due October 4

· Part II: Draft of history portion of the report – due October 25

· Part III: Draft of past/present analysis – due November 22

I will hand out separate instructions for Parts I-III.

The final report is due December 13, and you will make your presentations in class that day.

Format


Prepare the final written report with Times New Roman, 12-point type; 1 inch margins; and line spacing set at “2.”  All citations to readings should be prepared according to the directions on the course green sheet.

Grading

Each group will be evaluated on the basis on the following criteria:

· The insightfulness of the analysis of the city’s history and its application to current planning for ProblemX.

· The quality of the writing.  Do you convey your arguments clearly to the reader?  Is the paper well organized?  Do you write clearly and grammatically?  (Note: Good writing is closely related to your analysis.  If the paper is not clearly written, I may be unable to recognize your good analysis for what it is!)

· The quality of the oral presentation.  (Did you clearly convey your material to the audience?  Did you summarize the key points from your report?  Were your visual aids clear and helpful?)

· The quality and quantity of the materials you read.

· Did you turn in Parts I-III as required?

Each team will be given a “base” grade (A, B+, etc.).  Normally, all team members will receive that grade.  However, if necessary I will adjust a team member’s grade in order to take into account anyone who makes extraordinary contributions or who fails to participate.  At the end of the semester, each team member will turn in a confidential evaluation of the contribution made by all members of the team.  If any team member is identified as contributing significantly more than other team members, I will increase that person’s grade.  I will lower the grade of any team member identified as failing to participate adequately.

This assignment is worth 40% of your semester grade.
� Each group will be assigned a different city.


� Each group will also be assigned a planning problem.





