RESOLUTION

The citizens of Scotts Valley, Scotts Valley Education Association and Scotts Valley Unified School District urge the State of California to raise per-pupil funding in grades kindergarten through 12, moving toward the number one position among the 50 states by taking the following actions:

· The State will reach, at a minimum, the national average among the states in per-pupil funding with the 2000-2001 budget;

· Reach the ultimate goal of number-one ranking in the United States in per-pupil funding by 2003;

· Eliminate the deficit to provide more general-purpose funding, enabling the reinstatement of eliminated essential programs;

· Establish permanent, unrestricted, local control of school funds to do the following:

· Increase all teachers’ salaries to levels comparable with those of similar professions and educational backgrounds, addressing local cost of living and ensuring the attraction and retention of superior educators;

· Allocate budget surpluses on an unrestricted, permanent basis.

· Provide 100 percent of funding necessary to successfully and completely implement all state-mandated programs. 

· Deliver funds from the court-mandated special education cost claim settlement to the district for its unrestricted use.  

RESOLUTION

The citizens of Scotts Valley, Scotts Valley Education Association and Scotts Valley Unified School District request the State of California change the kindergarten entry date from December 2 to August 31, ensuring:

· Emotional, social and physical development and maturity throughout a child’s school career;

· Students are at the appropriate grade level age at entry to kindergarten and subsequent grades;

· A one-time savings will be realized and returned to the Districts in the form of unrestricted funds.
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