
All times listed for this course are Pacific Standard Time (PST).

 Contact Information
INSTRUCTOR: PROF. GLEN GENDZEL (https://www.sjsu.edu/people/glen.gendzel/)
Email: glen.gendzel@sjsu.edu
Telephone: 408.924.5514 (email is better)
Class Days/Time: Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:00-4:15 PM
Classroom: DMH 167
Office Location: DMH 134
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00-2:45 PM or other times by appointment

 Course Information
By enrolling in this course, you consent to all course requirements listed in this syllabus or announced in class.  You accept
responsibility for using CANVAS (see login URL above) to access required course materials and online resources such as required
videos.  You agree to submit your Primary Source Research Paper to TURNITIN through CANVAS.  You are responsible for regularly
checking your email via the MySJSU messaging system and CANVAS for announcements.  Make sure that MySJSU has your current
email address.  Contact Prof. Gendzel right away if you cannot access CANVAS, receive email, watch online videos, access the
Internet, or read .pdf files.

By enrolling in this course, you agree to abide by SJSU University Policy S12-7: "Course material developed by the instructor is the
intellectual property of that instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval.  You may not publicly share or upload
instructor generated material for this course . . . without instructor consent."  Do NOT download, upload, stream, post, transmit,
archive, reproduce, copy, save, distribute, or otherwise share ANYTHING from this course with ANYONE, including any social media,
ChatGPT, other AI, or websites.  Any of these activities is a violation of California Civil Code 980 a(1) and University Policy S12-7 and
could result in possible sanction.  Don't do it!

 Course Description and Requisites
From the SJSU catalog: "The United States from the 'Roaring Twenties' through the Great Crash, the Great Depression, the New Deal,
World War II, the home front, the Atomic Age, and the beginning of the Cold War."  This course will survey American politics, society,
culture, foreign affairs, economic trends, and ethnic/racial conflicts from 1920 to 1950.  You will learn how prosperity, depression, and
war affected the lives of diverse Americans and the nation as a whole.

Prerequisites: Upper division standing or instructor consent.
This course is letter graded.

 Classroom Protocols
Class meetings will consist of lecture and discussion, accompanied by PowerPoint slides.  Come to class on time and remain in your
seat while class is in session.  Do not interfere with other students’ learning by chatting, passing notes, eating noisily, taking calls,
checking messages, playing games, surfing the web, or texting in class.  Do not come and go during class.  Students who come and

College of Social Sciences · History

Crash, Depression and War, 1920-1950 Section 01
HIST 178
Spring 2023  4 Unit(s)  01/25/2023 to 05/15/2023  Modified 01/30/2023

1 of 9

https://sjsu.campusconcourse.com/#content
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/glen.gendzel/


go repeatedly may be prohibited from reentering.  If you have a question, raise your hand.  There will always be time for questions and
discussion before class is dismissed.  Class is not dismissed until there have been at least TWO questions or comments from
students.

Electronic Devices

Turn off ALL electronic devices such as phones, laptops, tablets, computers, and recorders and put them away when you come to
class.  Do NOT use electronic devices in class without Prof. Gendzel’s written permission in advance (see him for details).  Do NOT
photograph, record, transmit, share, stream, upload, broadcast, archive, or post anything from this class, even for personal use.  Do
NOT send or receive calls, texts, emails, or any other kind of messages in class.  Do NOT leave the room during class to send or
receive calls, texts, emails, or messages unless you have a dire emergency.  Remain in your seat while class is in session.

Recording of Lectures

University Policy S12-7: “You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class.  Such
permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only.  The recordings are the intellectual property of the
instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”  Do not record, photograph, transmit, share,
stream, upload, broadcast, archive, or post anything from this class in any way for any purpose.  You must have Prof. Gendzel’s
written permission in advance if you wish to record his lectures.

Attendance Policy

University Policy F15-12: “Students are expected to attend all meetings for the courses in which they are enrolled as they are
responsible for material discussed therein . . . .  Attendance is the responsibility of the student.”  You are expected to attend every
class meeting from start to finish.  If you must arrive late or leave early, use the rear door and sit in the back of the room.  Students
who come and go repeatedly during class may be prohibited from reentering. 

Missing Class and Lists of Terms

A great deal of material is covered daily in class.  All lectures and videos will be tested on exams.  If you miss a class, or any part of a
class, you are still responsible for all lecture and/or video material for that day.  You can download the list of terms for lectures and
links to videos from CANVAS, but Prof. Gendzel cannot provide lecture notes of PowerPoint slides.

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
CLO1: Describe and analyze U.S. history in the period of prosperity and depression from 1920 to 1940, including the Roaring Twenties,
Prohibition, the Great Crash, the Great Depression, and the New Deal;
CLO2: Describe and analyze U.S. entry and participation in World War II, including isolationism, causes of war, military strategy, the
home front, people’s experiences, and how the war ended;
CLO3: Describe and analyze the origins of the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union, including anti-Communism, the
containment policy, the Red Scare, and the Korean War;
CLO4: Read, write, and think critically about U.S. history between 1920 and 1950.
CLOs 1, 2, 3, and 4 will be assessed by three exams and one writing assignment.

 Course Materials
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

1. David E. Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States, 1920-1940: How Americans Lived Through the “Roaring Twenties” and the Great
Depression, rev. ed. (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 2004) ISBN 9781566635844

2. Eric Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008) ISBN
9780195326345

3. Ronald Takaki, Double Victory: A Multicultural History of America in World War II (Boston: Little, Brown, 2000)  ISBN
9780316831567
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All textbooks are available for purchase at the Spartan Bookstore or from your favorite bookseller.  Additional required readings are
available free of charge as web links or .pdf downloads from CANVAS under “Modules” on the left side of the course home page. 
Refer to the Course Schedule below for weekly reading assignments.

 Course Requirements and Assignments
EXAMINATIONS

You are required to take three in-class exams: Exam #1 on Tuesday, Feb. 28; Exam #2 on Tuesday, April 11; and the Final Exam on
Friday, May 19, 2:45-5:00 PM in DMH 167. Exams will test readings, lectures, and videos with a combination of essay and multiple-
choice questions.  The final exam will include a comprehensive essay question covering all readings, lectures, and videos for the
entire semester.  Download the Study Guide from CANVAS for information about exam format, exam coverage, sample exam
questions, and exam grading.  Bring a blank 81/2” x 11” exam booklet (large size, any color) and two pens to every exam.  

Open-Notes Exams

Exams in this course will be closed-book, but open-notes.  You may freely consult your own handwritten notes during the exams, but
nothing else.  You may NOT refer to any books, articles, websites, anyone else’s notes, or anyone else’s answers.  You may NOT refer
to any typed, printed, word-processed, or photocopied materials.  You may NOT refer to any computers, phones, laptops, tablets,
recorders, smart watches, or other electronic devices.  The classroom will be closely monitored during exams.  Inappropriate materials
will be confiscated and students using them may be guilty of cheating, a violation of Academic Integrity subject to severe grade
penalty.

Exam Procedure

Turn OFF your phone and put it away before the start of exams.  Do NOT use your phone, laptop, tablet, recorder, smart watch, or any
other electronic device during exams.  Do NOT refer to anything other than your own handwritten notes during exams.  Do NOT leave
the room during exams without Dr. Gendzel’s permission.  Do NOT leave the room with the exam or any image, copy, or record of the
exam.  Do not create, transmit, upload, post, save, archive, or share any image, copy, or record of the exam.  Violation of these rules in
Prof. Gendzel’s judgment is a violation of Academic Integrity subject to grade penalty for cheating.

Makeup Exams

All students are required to take the exams as scheduled.  There are no “excused” absences from exams, except in dire emergencies
with official documentation (e.g., hospital records, police report, court documents, funeral program, military orders). Claims such as “I
forgot” or “I overslept” are NOT valid excuses for missing an exam.  If you miss an exam, you must email Prof. Gendzel at
<glen.gendzel@sjsu.edu> within 24 hours explaining your emergency.  You must schedule a makeup exam immediately and provide
official documentation of your emergency.  Otherwise, you will receive an “F” (0 points) for any exam that you missed.  If you miss a
makeup exam or the Final Exam, you will receive an “F” (0 points) for that exam.

Makeup exams will only be scheduled for those who can provide adequate documentation of a valid emergency in Prof. Gendzel’s
judgment.  Notify Prof. Gendzel at least a week in advance if you will miss an exam due to university-approved activity.  Official
documentation is required.  Makeup exams may vary in format and difficulty from regularly scheduled exams. 

PRIMARY SOURCE RESEARCH PAPER (due by 12:00 PM on Thursday, May 4)

You are required to write a Primary Source Research Paper (minimum 2,000 words, not counting references) on any topic you choose
about United States history 1920-1950.  You must use at least SIX different primary sources (minimum 1,000 words each) that ALL
must come from the approved databases posted on CANVAS.  Prof. Gendzel must approve your topic and all of your sources in
advance by Mar. 23.  Each source that you use must contain at least 1,000 words and must have been written by historical
participants or observers of U.S. history 1920-1950, not by later historians.  Download the Primary Source Research Paper Instructions
from CANVAS for more information.  You are expressly forbidden to use ChatGPT or any other AI, any sources with fewer than 1,000
words, any secondary sources written by historians, any sources not on the approved databases, and any topic or sources not
approved by Prof. Gendzel in advance.  Your Primary Source Research Paper must follow all instructions to receive a passing grade.

Getting Your Sources Approved

Your paper can cover any topic in United States history 1920-1950, including topics not covered in class, or not yet covered in class,
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but you must obtain Prof. Gendzel’s approval in advance for your topic and for all sources.  This can be done in person during office
hours, or by appointment, or by email (though Prof. Gendzel may need to see you in person anyway).  You must have your topic and
sources approved by Mar. 23.  Failure to obtain Prof. Gendzel’s approval by Mar. 23 for your topic and your sources will result in a
mandatory 50 point grade deduction.  Prof. Gendzel can help you identify a topic and find sources if you are having difficulty. 
Download the Primary Source Research Paper Instructions from CANVAS for more information.

Getting Help

Prof. Gendzel is eager to help you with your Primary Source Research Paper.  He will gladly suggest topics, review rough drafts, and
make suggestions for improvement—but only in person, during office hours, not by email.  Do NOT email rough drafts or portions of
rough drafts to Prof. Gendzel.  You may also seek help from the SJSU Writing Center and/or the History Department’s writing tutors. 
You are expressly forbidden to work with other students on this writing assignment or to use any unapproved sources.

Due Dates and Turning in the Primary Source Research Paper

The Primary Source Research Paper is due in CANVAS by 12:00 PM on Thursday, May 4.  You must submit your paper on time to avoid
the lateness penalty (see instructions for details).  No late assignments will be accepted more than 48 hours past the due date/time
(including weekends, holidays, “dead” days, exam days, vacation days, etc.).  See the assignment instructions for details about the
lateness penalty and how to submit your work to CANVAS.

 Grading Information
GRADING POLICIES

Grades in this course will reflect Prof. Gendzel’s reasonable expectations based on many years of college teaching.  There is no
“curve,” no "extra credit," no "class participation," and no "rounding up" of grades.  Instead, your course grade will be determined by
your performance on three exams and one writing assignment, according to these charts:

Exam #1 (in class on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 3:00-4:15 PM)                                        100 points possible    (20%)
Exam #2 (in class on Tuesday, April, 11, 3:00-4:15 PM)                                       100 points possible    (20%)
Primary Source Research Paper (due in CANVAS by 12:00 PM on May 4)       150 points possible    (30%)
Final Exam (Friday, May 19, 2:45-5:00 PM, in DMH 167)                                       150 points possible  (30%)
                                                                                                                                        500 points possible  (100%)

DETERMINATION OF FINAL GRADE IN COURSE

Grade in Course Points Required Percentage Required

A plus 485 to 500 97 to 100%

A 465 to 484 93 to 96%

A minus 450 to 464 90 to 92%

B plus 436 to 449 87 to 89%

B 415 to 435 83 to 86%

B minus 400 to 414 80 to 82%

C plus 386 to 399 77 to 79%

C 365 to 385 73 to 76%
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C minus 350 to 364 70 to 72%

D plus 336 to 349 67 to 69%

D 315 to 335 63 to 66%

D minus 300 to 314 60 to 62%

Grade in Course Points Required Percentage Required

With the information above, you can calculate at any time how many points you still need in order to earn any particular grade. 

Incompletes

SJSU Policy S09-7 mandates that a grade of Incomplete can be granted only when a student has satisfactorily completed a
substantial portion of the course requirements and is unable to complete the course because of an accident, illness, military service,
or some other “unforeseen, but fully justified” event beyond the student’s control.  Incompletes will only be considered for students
with documented emergencies who have already satisfactorily completed most course requirements.  No one will receive a grade of
Incomplete without prior consultation with Prof. Gendzel, who may grant an “F” instead.  Incompletes must be made up within a
calendar year, or they automatically convert into a failing grade (IC).

 

 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as
student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available
student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on Syllabus Information web page
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make
sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

University Policy F15-7 (https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf) requires students to be honest in all academic course work.  It
also requires faculty members to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development.  Visit the Student
Conduct and Ethical Development (https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/)web page for more information.

Cheating – from University Policy F15-7 (https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf): “San José State University defines cheating
as the act of obtaining credit, attempting to obtain credit, or assisting others to obtain credit for academic work through the use of any
dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means.  Cheating includes: . . . submitting work previously graded in another course without prior
approval by the course instructor. . . . submitting work previously graded in another course without prior approval by the course
instructor. . . . submitting work simultaneously presented in two or more courses without prior approval of all course instructors. . . .
altering or interfering with the grading process; . . . any other act committed by a student in the course of his or her academic work
that defrauds or misrepresents, including aiding others in any of the actions defined above.”

Plagiarism – from University Policy F15-7 (https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf): “San José State University defines
plagiarism as the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving appropriate credit, regardless of how that work
was obtained, and submitting it to fulfill academic requirements.  Plagiarism includes: knowingly or unknowingly incorporating the
ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs, parts of sentences or paragraphs, or the specific substance of another’s work without giving
appropriate credit, and representing the product as one’s own work.” 

Your name on your submitted coursework constitutes your promise that it represents 100% your own effort, unless you properly
acknowledge every source.  All assignments for this class must be completed by you, individually, on your own.  You are responsible
for knowing and abiding by SJSU's rules of Academic Integrity.  Claims of innocence, ignorance, forgetfulness, good intentions,
reliance on others, or technological failures will not excuse cheating or plagiarism. Cheating and/or plagiarism will result in a grade of
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“F” in this course and possible sanctions by the University, as authorized by Sec. 3.1.6 of University Policy F15-7
(https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf). 

 Course Schedule
Readings and videos listed below are ASSIGNED for each week and are REQUIRED to be completed by the time you come to class on
THURSDAY of each week. 

Keep up with the schedule of weekly reading and video assignments, or else you will have great difficulty catching up for exams. 
Download the Study Guide from CANVAS for help with doing the reading, taking notes, and preparing for exams.  Readings marked
with an asterisk (*) are available as .pdf files to download from CANVAS under “Modules” on the left side of the course home page. 
Videos are available as links from CANVAS in another module.  All are free of charge; some require SJSU login; some may have ads
which you may ignore.

This course schedule is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class and/or sent by email using the MySJSU
messaging system.  Notify Prof. Gendzel immediately if you are unable to access any readings or any of the online videos.

Week Date Lecture Topics & Reading Assignments

1

 

Jan. 26 Thursday: COURSE INTRODUCTION

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  pp. vii-xiii.

*Week 1 Readings on CANVAS:
   Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 1-11.

*ALSO: Read syllabus and all course handouts on CANVAS.

2

 

Jan. 31

Feb. 2

Tuesday: BACK TO NORMALCY

Thursday: THE NEW ERA

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  Chaps. 1-2.

*Week 2 Readings on CANVAS:
   Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 19-33.

VIDEO: The True Story of Sacco and Vanzetti  (History Channel, 42 mins.)

3

 

Feb. 7

Feb. 9

Tuesday: MODERN LIFE

Thursday: MODERN HEROES

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  Chaps. 3-6.

*Week 3 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 52-68.

VIDEO: New York, Part 5: Cosmopolis  (PBS, watch first 45 mins. only)

4

 

Feb. 14

Feb. 16

Tuesday: COUNTRY VS. CITY

Thursday: PROHIBITION

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  Chaps. 5-9.

*Week 4 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 87-100.

VIDEO: Prohibition, Part 2: A Nation of Scofflaws  (PBS, 110 mins.)

6 of 9

https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf


5

 

Feb. 21

Feb. 23

Tuesday: RACE AND GENDER IN THE 1920s

Thursday: THE GREAT CRASH

*F. L. Allen, Only Yesterday,  Chap. 5, Chap. 12, and Chap. 13.
   [3 links on CANVAS]

*Week 5 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 145-160.

VIDEO: Tulsa, 1921: An American Tragedy  (CBS News, 44 min.)
   WARNING: This video includes scenes of racial violence. 
   Please see Prof. Gendzel if you prefer an alternate assignment for any reason.

6

 

Feb. 28

Mar. 2

Tuesday: EXAM #1 – COVERS WEEKS 1-5

Thursday: FROM RICHES TO RAGS

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  Chap. 10.

Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal, Introduction & Chap. 1.

*Week 6 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 183-212.

VIDEO: Riding the Rails  (PBS, 72 min.)

   [This week’s lecture, reading, and video will NOT be on Exam #1]

7

 

Mar. 7

Mar. 9

Tuesday: HOOVER

Thursday: NATION IN TORMENT

Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal, Chap. 2 & Chap. 3.

*Week 7 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 280-311.

VIDEO: Surviving the Dust Bowl  (PBS, 54 min.)

8

 

Mar. 14

Mar. 16

Tuesday: ROOSEVELT

Thursday: THE FIRST NEW DEAL

Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal,  Chap. 4 & Chap. 5.

*Week 8 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 246-258, 268-278, 313-325.

VIDEO: The Civilian Conservation Corps  (PBS, 53 min.)

Week Date Lecture Topics & Reading Assignments
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9

 

Mar. 21

Mar. 23

Tuesday: NEW DEAL UNDER SIEGE 

Thursday: THE SECOND NEW DEAL – PAPER TOPIC APPROVAL DUE

Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal,  Chap. 6.

*Week 9 Readings on CANVAS:
   Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 355-367, 390-411, 326-346.

VIDEO: We Have a Plan  (Blackside, 53 min.)

  SPRING BREAK - NO CLASSES (MAR. 27-31)

10 Apr. 4

Apr. 6

Tuesday: THE NEW DEAL FOLDS

Thursday: RACE AND GENDER IN THE 1930s

Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States,  Chap. 11.

Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal,  Chap. 7 & Conclusion.

*Week 10 Readings on CANVAS:
   R. Walker & G. Brechin, "The Living New Deal."

VIDEO: To Be Somebody  (Blackside, 52 min.)
   WARNING: This video includes the "N" word and scenes of lynchings. 
   Please see Prof. Gendzel if you prefer an alternate assignment for any reason.

11

 

Apr. 11

Apr. 13

Tuesday: EXAM #2 – COVERS WEEKS 6-10

Thursday: ISOLATIONISM AND NEUTRALITY

*Week 11 Readings on CANVAS, Part 1:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 213-244.

*Week 11 Readings on CANVAS, Part 2:
   Bradley Hart, Hitler's American Friends, pp. 1-18 and Chap. 7.

VIDEO: Lindbergh  (PBS, 50 min.) - first few minutes missing, it's OK

   [This week’s lecture, readings, and video will NOT be on Exam #2]

12

 

Apr. 18

Apr. 20

 

Tuesday: GOING TO WAR

Thursday: WAGING TOTAL WAR

Takaki, Double Victory,  Chap. 1, Chap. 2, and Chap. 8.

*Week 12 Readings on CANVAS:
   Major Problems in Am. Foreign Relations,  pp. 111-133, 153-165.

VIDEO: America and the Holocaust  (PBS, 82 min.) - SJSU login required

Week Date Lecture Topics & Reading Assignments
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13

 

Apr. 25

Apr. 27

Tuesday: FIGHTING TOTAL WAR

Thursday: ENDING THE WAR

Takaki, Double Victory,  Chap. 4, Chap. 5, and Chap. 6.

*Week 13 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History Since 1945,  pp. 36-49, 57-68.

VIDEO: The Invisible Soldiers: Unheard Voices  (PBS, 57 min.)

14

 

May 2

May 4

Tuesday: THE HOME FRONT

Thursday: TRUMAN - RESEARCH PAPER DUE BY 12:00 PM IN CANVAS

Takaki, Double Victory, Chap. 3 and Chap. 7.

*Week 14 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History, 1920-1945,  pp. 420-432, 470-478.

VIDEO: Zoot Suit Riots  (PBS, 51 min.)

15

 

May 9

May 11

Tuesday: ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR

Thursday: COLD WAR CONSEQUENCES

Takaki, Double Victory, Chap. 9.

*Week 15 Readings on CANVAS:
  Major Problems in Am. History Since 1945,  pp. 1-38 and
  Major Problems in American Foreign Relations,  pp. 235-253.

VIDEO: The Berlin Airlift  (PBS, 50 min.)

Final
Exam

 

May 19 FINAL EXAM: FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2:45-5:00 PM

PART 1 + PART 2 COVER WEEKS 11-15

PART 3 COVERS WEEKS 1-15

BRING LARGE 8½” x 11” EXAM BOOKLET & PENS

DOWNLOAD STUDY GUIDE FOR MORE INFORMATION

Week Date Lecture Topics & Reading Assignments

NOTE: This course complies with University Policy S06-4: “There shall be an appropriate final examination or evaluation at the
scheduled time in every course, unless the course is on the official List of Courses in which a final is optional.”
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