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Femicide
Femicide is the murder of a woman due to 

her gender i.e., killing of a woman with its 

motive or context related to gender-based 

violence, discrimination or a subordinate 

role of a women, expressed by the desire 

to have rights over her, superiority, 

proprietary attitude, control over her 

behavior, or other reasons based on 

gender. Also, femicide is incitment to 

suicide due to the above reasons. 



Introduction To Femicide

● In a 17-year period, approximately 1,000 women were killed in Mexico, one-third of 
whom were raped and mutilated (Schmall, 2011).

● Only 8 percent of femicides are punished in Mexico (Lettieri, 2017).

● It is important and relevant to human rights to recognize the impact the disappearance 
of women have had on a nation.

● It is crucial to acknowledge how systematic impunity at all levels of the government 
have increased violent trends towards women.



Research Questions

(1) How has the government responded to femicide cases in Morelia?

(2) How do women ensure their safety in Morelia?

(3) How do gender-based organizations create justice or advocate for 

justice for femicide victims?



Theoretical Framework
● Feminist Theory

● Bersani and Chen (1988) describe the feminist theory as the “patriarchal 
perspective.”

● Feminist theory states that machismo is a dominant model of masculinity in 
Mexico.

● Machismo: characterized by male power and aggression.

● Marianismo: characterized by subordinate and domestic gender roles.
- Those that seek employment challenge the idea of womanhood, which causes the men to 
retaliate.



Methodology

● 6 semi-structured interviews were conducted with community members in 
Morelia, Michoacan via Zoom or GoogleMeet.

● Snowball sampling was used to allow research participants to recommend 
potential respondents.

● Respondents were required to be over the age of 18 and must have provided 
informed consent to participate in the study.

● Interviews were audio recorded to ensure collection of all important information.





Findings

● Thematic analysis: a method of analyzing qualitative data that involves reading 
through a set of data and looking for patterns and creating themes.

● Emerging codes/themes throughout the coding process: 
- Violence
- Fear
- Funding
- Corruption
- Feminist approach



Policy Implications

● Data collection
- How can I improve?

● Femicide complexity and causes are rooted in deeply ingrained societal 
structures.

- How do I prepare yourself for unforeseen comments or situations.

● Unforeseen circumstances
- Emotional wellbeing
- Take breaks
- Ask for help




