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I. Executive Summary 
A. Resulting from the economic crisis, state budgets were drastically cut, and California was left in a difficult financial situation.
B.  California officials chose to discontinue the funding for state parks. 
1. Many California state parks experienced budget cuts, and several were forced to close down completely.  [need to have a #2 if you have a #1]
C. This issue has had a strong impact on California in several ways, and has spread much farther than the parks themselves.



II. Preliminary Definition- Problem / Issue 
A. Many parks were forced to close; people are not able to experience the natural beauty that is synonymous with California.


1. Californians use these parks for several reasons, including 



affordable recreation, physical fitness, and emotional and mental



well-being.  [need to have a #2 if you have a #1]
B. Wildlife suffers because those formerly employed to provide protection are no longer available, and injured animals no longer receive proper medical attention. 

C. Park workers lose valuable jobs, and they are no longer available to provide protection to lands against dangers like fires and drowning.  
III. Stakeholders 

A. The stakeholders affected by this issue are Californians, wildlife, employees, tourists, and the government. 

1. Californians and tourists are affected by the closing of state parks because they are no longer able to experience the countless benefits of the natural resources. 
2. Wildlife and land suffer due to human neglect.
3. Unemployment becomes rampant, and in this difficult economic time it is hard to find another job.   
4. Additionally, the government will suffer financially because many closed parks will no longer bring in any revenue. Money collected for admission, parking, and concessions will not be collected.  
IV. Issue History

A. Emergence of Problem/Issue


1. The economic recession, which began in October 2008, had long



lasting and wide spread effects throughout the country. 



2. This difficult economy led to cut backs in several areas, and in 



California, one of the first areas to be cut was the recreation 



field.




a. Governor Schwarzenagger proposed several California 




state park closures in 2008, and many of those closed 




inactive today.   [need to have a letter b. if you have a letter a.]
   B. Chronology of Problem



1. After the proposal for the park closures was approved, over



200 California state parks were officially closed for business.



2. Since this time, many parks have remained closed despite the



numerous and passionate protests.



3. At this time, the economic crisis seems to be on its way up, so



there is hope that these closed parks will reopen at some point, but



it is unknown when. 
   C. Trends That Emerged 



1. People are missing out on economical vacations that they used 


to enjoy, because destination vacations are out of their budget.



2. It is likely to assume that those no longer engaging in regular



physical activity at these state parks are suffering both physically



and mentally. 
V. Issue Defined Thoroughly

A. Problem

1. Due to these park closures, thousands of people throughout California are suffering.

 

2. This problem has hurt natural land and wildlife, and has left 



California much less protected against physical dangers. 


3. The implications are wide spread and will continue to be felt



until these valuable parks reopen.   
B. Extent / Issue to be Solved


1. Ideally, keeping all state parks open is the solution. In order to 



accomplish this, however, it is necessary for the economic crisis to



further improve to then provide funding.
C. Policy Implications 


1. How can more state parks keep from closing before the 


Recession is over?



2. How can we work to reopen those parks already closed?
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