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NCTRC TR GRADUATES CONVERSION STUDY
NCTRC is contacting you in an effort to collect more reliable data regarding the number of BA/BS level graduates entering the field of therapeutic recreation upon graduation. More specifically, we are requesting your involvement in a two phase study to determine the NCTRC certification application and retention rate in therapeutic recreation practice for TR graduates during the past five years. In addition to obtaining quantitative data regarding the graduation to certification rate, we are also seeking in-depth subjective data to determine the actual reasons why some individuals choose to apply for certification and, to the contrary, why some do not apply.
Participants may elect to respond to Phase I or Phase II or both. The two phases of the study are as follows:
Phase I: Graduation Data Collection

Participation in Phase I would require the educational institution to provide NCTRC with the list of names of BA/BS students who graduated from their respective academic institutions with a degree emphasis in therapeutic recreation for the years 2001; 2002; 2003; 2004; and 2005. The submitted data should reflect the number of graduates for the given calendar year (Jan 1 – Dec 31) for each of the identified five years. 

In return for this information, NCTRC will provide each educational institution with an individualized report depicting the percentage of students who both applied and passed the NCTRC exam for each of the given years. Additionally, respondents will receive cumulative summary data regarding the overall response from all participants. Responses to Phase I need to be submitted to NCTRC by June 1, 2007.

Phase II: Subjective Data Collection

Involvement in Phase II will require that a questionnaire is sent to graduates of academic programs for the years 2001-2005.  In order to distribute the questionnaire participants will need to obtain the names and current addresses of all graduates from the years 2001-2005. This may be accomplished by contacting the College/University Alumni Office or Registrar’s Office.  The names and addresses of the graduates would be sent to NCTRC for use in the distribution of the questionnaire. If your institution prefers, NCTRC will provide the survey to your institution for distribution with the response returned directly to NCTRC.
In return for participating in Phase II of the study, educational programs will receive a report outlining the direct responses obtained from students who graduated from their specific program. All participants in Phase II will also receive a summary report containing final analysis of all findings obtained during the Phase II segment of the study.   Implementation of Phase II will commence in the fall of 2007.  A copy of the questionnaire will be sent to each participating institution prior to being sent to the identified graduates.  The list of graduates names and addresses for Phase II need to be submitted to NCTRC by August 15, 2007.
Please Indicate Your Level of Involvement:

Name of Educational Institution:

Contact Person:

Email and Phone Number:

We wish to participate (please check appropriate box):

______ Phase I of the Study

______ Phase II of the Study

______ Both Phase I and II 

______ Do not wish to participate

For those individuals who wish to participate in Phase I, please provide the names of recent BA/BS graduates within the following categories:

Undergraduate Degree Recipients from January 1 to December 31, 2001:

Undergraduate Degree Recipients from January 1 to December 31, 2002:

Undergraduate Degree Recipients from January 1 to December 31, 2003:

Undergraduate Degree Recipients from January 1 to December 31, 2004:

Undergraduate Degree Recipients from January 1 to December 31, 2005:
Please submit all responses and inquiries to:
briley@nctrc.org
Thank you in advance for your willingness to participate in this important study.

Bob Riley, Ph.D., CTRS

Executive Director

NCTRC (National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification)

7 Elmwood Drive
New City, NY 10956

Phone: 845-639-1439

Fax: 845-639-1471

Website: www.NCTRC.org

E-mail: briley@NCTRC.org 

 

This e-mail correspondence is general information and does not reflect a binding NCTRC decision. Final NCTRC action and decisions require review by the appropriate NCTRC authority. NCTRC's final rules may be found at http://www.NCTRC.org.

