RECL 111: LEISURE, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY 
San Jose State University 
Department of Hospitality, Recreation & Tourism Management  
Fall 2007 
Instructor: Ranjan Bandyopadhyay, B.Com, M.B.A., Ph.D. 

Office: SPX 53 

Office Hours: MW 3:00 - 5:00 or by appointment (you are most welcome)
Phone: 408-924-3002 

E-mail: Ranjan.Bandyopadhyay@sjsu.edu 
Class Times: MW 10:30 - 11:45 

Classroom: SPX 211 

Required Text 

· Russell, Ruth. V. (2005). Pastimes: The Context of Contemporary Leisure. (3rd Edition). Champaign, Illinois: Sagamore Publishing L. L. C.
Supplemental Text

· Hall, John, R. and Jo Neitz, Mary. Culture: Sociological Perspectives. Prentice Hall.
Catalogue Description

Perspectives of leisure as a source of self-expression and social control related to cultural beliefs,

values, and practices and institutionalized social systems. Observation, analysis, and critique of

history and social structures, leisure and culture, and personal opportunities for change.

Course Objectives

Goals

Students will study the interrelationship of individuals, racial groups, and cultural groups to understand and appreciate issues of diversity, equality, and structured inequality in the U.S., its institutions, and its cultures through the lens of leisure. 

Student Learning


After successfully completing the course, students shall be able to:

· Describe how identities (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation,

disability, and/or age) are shaped by cultural and societal influences within contexts of

equality and inequality during leisure participation

· Describe social actions which have led to greater equality and social justice in the U.S. (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, and/or age)

· Examine how culture influences leisure cross-culturally, and internationally.
· This course is based on a multi-disciplinary perspective, drawing on disciplines such as  

      anthropology, history, culture, geography, political science and sociology. 

Method of Instruction 
My teaching philosophy is to encourage students to be reflexive. I want students to learn from each other and enjoy. Instruction in the course will rely primarily on lectures, discussion, readings and case studies. 

Attendance and Participation 
Students are expected to attend all classes. Class attendance will not only improve the students’ chances of success on the mid-term exam and the final project, but also on the job upon graduation. Students are expected to come to class having read the assignment for that day and prepared to participate in class discussion on that topic. 

Assignments 
Students will be given assignments that involve applying the material covered in class. 

Mid-term Paper. 

The mid-term paper will carry a maximum of 100 points. Students will be required to write a paper which should be around 8 double-spaced typed pages using 12 points font (New Times Roman). 

· I will give you more details on September 10 (Monday).

Final Paper.
The final paper will carry a maximum of 100 points. Students will be required to write a paper which should be around 10 double-spaced typed pages using 12 points font (New Times Roman). 

· I will give you more details on October 30 (Monday).

Grading Scheme 

Participation in Class:      10%

Mid-term Paper:               40%

Final Paper: 

   _50% 
                                       100%               
Grading Scale 
A+ = 96.5-100% 

A = 92.5-96.4% 

A- = 89.5-92.4% 

B+ = 86.5-89.4% 

B = 82.5-86.4% 

B- = 79.5-82.4% 

C+ = 76.5%-79.4% 

C = 72.5%-76.4% 

C- = 69.5%-72.4% 

D+ = 66.5%-69.4% 

D = 62.5%-66.4% 

D- = 59.5%-62.4% 

F = <59.5% 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
	 Dates 
	Topics of Discussion 
	Readings 



	 Aug 27 (Mon)                                  
 Aug 29 (Wed) 

  
	Introduction
Part I

Leisure as a Condition of Being Human – Personal Context

Meanings of Leisure 


	Pastimes: The Context of Contemporary Leisure 

(Ruth V. Russell)
Chapter 1

	 Sep 3 (Mon) 

 Sep 5 (Wed)

	Labor Day (no class)
Research on Culture
	        -

        -

	 Sep 10 (Mon) 

 Sep 12 (Wed)
	Having Fun

	Chapter 2

	 Sep 17 (Mon) 

 Sep 19 (Wed)
	Explanations

	Chapter 3 



	 Sep 24 (Mon) 

 Sep 26 (Wed)
	Leisure and Life Span

	Chapter 4 



	 Oct 1 (Mon) 

 Oct 3 (Wed)


	Part II

Leisure as Cultural Mirror -Societal Context

Leisure’s Anthropology 

	Chapter 5 



	 Oct 8 (Mon) 

 Oct 10 (Wed)


	Leisure’s Geography


	Chapter 6 



	 Oct 15 (Mon) 

 Oct 17 (Wed)
	Common Culture

Mid-term Paper Due

	Chapter 7
        -

	 Oct 22 (Mon) 

 Oct 24 (Wed)


	Taboo Recreation
	Chapter 9

	 Oct 29 (Mon) 

 Oct 31 (Wed) 

 
	Part III

Leisure as a Social Instrument – Systems Context

Using Leisure for Social Good 

	Chapter 10 



	 Nov 5 (Mon) 

 Nov 7 (Wed)
	Paying for it All

	Chapter 11 



	 Nov 12 (Mon)

 Nov 14 (Wed)
	Veteran’s Day (no class)

Culture and Identity


	       -
Scholarly article

	 Nov 19 (Mon)

 Nov 21 (Wed)
	Culture and Identity


	Scholarly article



	 Nov 26 (Mon)

 Nov 28 (Wed)
	Culture and Identity


	Scholarly article



	 Dec 3 (Mon)

 Dec 5 (Wed)
	Culture and Identity


	Scholarly article



	 Dec 10 (Mon)
	Discussions
	       -

	 Dec 14 (Fri)
	Final Paper Due


	       -


* Schedule may change at the discretion of the instructor. Any changes will be communicated to the
   students in as timely a manner as possible. 

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Please review this at http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. “Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be hones in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical development.”

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University.  For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. “If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Integrity policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.” 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

“If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.” Special accommodations for exams require ample notice to the testing office and must be submitted to the instructor well in advance of the exam date.
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