 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SEMINAR IN LEISURE RESEARCH
RECL 210 -- SPRING 2008 -- Wednesdays 6:00-8:45 -- SH 345
	Instructors:
	Kelly Bloom

	Office Hours:
	By appointment.

	Office:
	SPXC 54

	Phone:
	924-3005

	E-mail:
	kbloom@casa.sjsu.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION

Review, interpretation and evaluation of contemporary research in recreation, leisure, tourism, and related fields. Complete a review of literature based on intended research topic. 

COURSE  OBJECTIVES
During the semester, students will demonstrate advancing/advanced critical thinking skills by:

a. Engaging in class discussions with knowledge of assigned readings;

b. Exhibiting an understanding of various research methodologies used in the literature;

c. Evaluating and critiquing research literature;

d. Identifying and refining a potential research topic;

e. Locating and synthesizing scholarly literature to advance knowledge on a topic that is central to the student’s area of academic emphasis.

f. Synthesizing existing elements of theory, facts or philosophy;

g. Demonstrating progress in communication of ideas orally and in writing to achieve a beginning researcher-scholar level of skill.

Students will also learn the APA writing, punctuation, and reference citation and listing style (fifth edition!) in preparation for their thesis or project.
COURSE TEXTS

Required 
Pyrczak, F. (2008). Evaluating research in academic journals: A practical guide to realistic evaluation, (4th ed.). Glendale, CA: Pyrczak.
Recommended 

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological         Association, (5th ed.). Washington, DC: APA.
GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

1) Homework (workbook and topic selection) (40 percent)


This will include assigned exercises from the workbook as well as topic selection exercises related to the literature review.
2) Participation in Weekly Class Sessions (15 percent)


In order to fully participate in class discussions, students are expected to come to class prepared, having thoroughly read (not just skimmed) assigned reading materials and completed homework assignments. Your thoughtful contributions to the class help to enhance the learning of your peers, and create a more positive experience for everyone.

3) Literature Review (including drafts and progress reports) (35 percent)


This will include the completed literature review, as well as drafts, a proposal, and progress reports.

4) Final Exam - Professional Presentation (10 percent)


Students will be required deliver a professional presentation of their research to their classmates. 

Grade Scale

	A+

97-100
	One in a million…

	A

93-96
	Outstanding performance (work is ready for publication/presentation at a professional conference)

	A-

90-92
	Meritorious Performance (shows advanced thinking and skills but has room for improvement)

	B+

87-89
	B+ = Good Mastery (knowledgeable, insightful, conscientious, & make an organized presentation)

	B

83-86
	Acceptable Mastery (understands major points, is articulate, & presents ideas well, small weakness)

	B-

80-82
	B - or lower = Unacceptable graduate student performance (weak in 2 areas: knowledge, articulation of points, presentation of ideas, writing skills, organization of ideas, critical analysis skills, etc.)

	C+/C/C-

70-79
	Minor to moderate weaknesses in 3 or 4 areas

	D

60-69
	Major weaknesses in 1 or 2 areas

	F

0-59
	Major and minor to moderate weaknesses in multiple areas


EXPECTATIONS AND ADVICE

Preparations and assignments will be completed on time. While study groups are encouraged, all work must be your own original thinking and writing. When using ideas, theories, or information appearing in print or direct quotes from others, provide full reference citation in APA format to avoid charges of plagiarism. Plagiarism is reason for termination from the academy.
Schedule your life now! Everyone is very busy. Commit to a strict schedule for your reading and study hours and adhere to that plan. 
Study groups are an excellent way to confirm and expand your knowledge, insights, and capability to think on your feet. Be a dependable, contributing, and committed member -- complete your reading, class preps, and writing on your own, then work with your study group to increase your competence. Try to help your study group consider diverse perspectives.

Individual concerns. Personal questions about effectiveness, progress, and particular elements of the course are welcome outside of class. Please request an appointment so we may talk. Students with learning challenges or disabilities will be accommodated: please advise me of your needs.
At the graduate level, attendance and involvement expectations are higher than at the undergraduate level. An unexcused absence does not excuse students from turning in assignments on time, with the exception of illness substantiated with a doctor's letter.

Please be a respectful communicator and listener in class. Encourage involvement from all members of the class. Work together as a learning community.

Remember, what you get out of the class (and your education) will be in direct proportion to your investment into it!

UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, or DEPARTMENT POLICY INFORMATION:


Academic Integrity Statement (from Office of Judicial Affairs):

“Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San José State University and the University’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial Affairs. The policy on can be found at http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/S04-12.pdf

Campus Policy in Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act:

“If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.”

Cell Phones:

Students are required turn their cell phones off or put them on vibrate mode while in class.  They will not answer their phones in class. Text messaging and playing games are also prohibited. Students whose phones disrupt the course may be asked to leave the classroom, will not earn points for that day, and may be referred to the Judicial Affairs Officer of the University.
 

Personal Computer Use:

In the classroom, faculty allows students to use computers only for class-related activities.  These include activities such as taking notes on the lecture underway, following the lecture on Web-based PowerPoint slides that the instructor has posted, and finding Web sites to which the instructor directs students at the time of the lecture.  Students who use their computers for other activities or who abuse the equipment in any way at a minimum will be asked to leave the class and will lose participation points for the day, and, at a maximum, will be referred to the Judicial Affairs Officer of the University for disrupting the course.  (Such referral can lead to suspension from the University.)  Students are urged to report to their instructors computer use that they regard as inappropriate (i.e., used for activities that are not class related). 
 

Library and Online Research Requirement

Library and online research are encouraged to complete this course.

Harry Meserve - Reference Librarian 

hmeserve@sjsu.edu
408.808.2093

Student Rights and Responsibilities

http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm
Reaction Assignments

For each assigned article you will be asked to write a 1 to 2 paragraph (maximum) reaction to the topic presented. Please focus on the ideas presented in the paper, not the methodology. What are your personal thoughts, ideas and reactions that were sparked by the article(s)? This will be used to stimulate discussion during class time.

Please note: You should be able to find each of the articles assigned electronically through the SJSU library catalog.

Course Calendar – Recl 210 – Spring 2008
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Due

	1/23


	Overview of Course

Graduate Program Intro

Project vs. Thesis / Topic Selection
	

	1/30


	Background for Evaluating Research Reports

Abstracts / Library Field Trip
	CH 1 Exercises Parts A (all) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Read CH 3 and Appendix A
Topic Selection Assignment 1 (In class)

	2/6
	Introductions and Literature Reviews
	CH 4 Exercises Parts A (1) B (3 & 5) & C + Reaction
For part C, use the article from the list.
Topic Selection Assignment 2

	2/13
	Literature Reviews
	CH 5 Exercises Part B only + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Topic Selection Assignment 3

	2/20
	Samples When Researchers Generalize
	CH 6 Exercises Parts A (1,5,6) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Topic Selection Assignment 4

	2/27
	CPRS
	Work on Proposal

	3/5
	Samples When Researchers Do Not Generalize
	CH 7 Exercises Parts A (3) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Topic Selection Assignment 5

	3/12
	Research Proposals
	Written and Oral Research Proposals

	3/19
	Instrumentation

Preview of CH 10 & 11
	CH 8 Exercises Parts A (1,4) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.

	3/26
	Spring Break
	

	4/2
	Analysis and Results (Quantitative)
	CH 10 Exercises Parts A (1,2,4) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Progress Report 1 (4 articles)

	4/9
	Analysis and Results (Qualitative)
	CH 11 Exercises Parts A(1,5,6) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.

	4/16
	Discussion Sections
	CH 12 Exercises Parts A (2,4) & B + Reaction
For part B, use the article from the list.
Progress Report 2 (6 articles) 

	4/23
	Putting It All Together
	Answer questions presented in CH 13 using the article from the list, + Reaction.

	4/30
	Prepping for Final Presentations
	Literature Review Due

	5/7
	Professional Presentations
	

	5/21
	Professional Presentations (Final Exam Day)
	


List of Assigned Articles

CH 1

Barnett, L. (2006). Accounting for leisure preferences from within: The relative contributions of gender, race or ethnicity, personality, affective style, and motivational orientation. Journal of Leisure Research, 38 (4), 445-474.

CH 4

Staempfli, M. B. (2007). Adolescent playfulness, stress perception, coping and well being. Journal of Leisure Research, 39 (3), 393-412.

CH 5

Ching-hua, H., Sasadharan, V., Elmendorf, W., Willits, F., Graefe, A. & Godbey, G. (2005). Gender and ethnic variations in urban park preferences, visitation, and perceived benefits. Journal of Leisure Research, 37 (3), 281-306.

CH 6

Burns, R. C. & Graefe, A. R. (2007). Constraints to outdoor recreation: Exploring the effects of disabilities on perceptions and participation. Journal of Leisure Research, 39 (1), 156-181.

CH 7

Schmidt, C. & Little, D. E. (2007). Qualitative insights into leisure as a spiritual experience. Journal of Leisure Research, 39 (2), 222-247.

CH8 – Article 2

Arthur-Banning, S. G., Paisley, K. & Wells, M. S. (2007). Promoting sportsmanship in youth basketball players: The effect of referee’s prosocial behavior techniques. Journal of Park and Recreation Administration, 25 (1), 96-114.

CH 10

Kerins, A. J., Scott, D. & Shafer, C. S. (2007). Evaluating the efficacy of a self-classification measure of recreation specialization in the context of ultimate frisbee. Journal of Park and Recreation Administration, 25 (3), 1-22.

CH 11

Brown, C. A. (2007). The Carolina Shaggers: Dance as serious leisure. Journal of Leisure Research, 39 (4), 623-647.

CH 12

Schmalz, D. L. & Kerstetter, D. L. (2006). Girlie girls and manly men: Children’s stigma consciousness of gender in sports and physical activities. Journal of Leisure Research, 38 (4), 536-557.

CH 13

Wakefield, K. L. & Wann, D. L. (2006). An examination of dysfunctional sports fans: Method of classification and relationships with problem behaviors. Journal of Leisure Research, 38 (2), 168-186.

