

San José State University
Humanities Department
AMS 1B, American Cultures 1877 to Present, 22/23, 24/25, 26/27 Lecture and Seminar, Spring, 2021
Course and Contact Information 

	Instructor(s):
	Dr. Judith Georges
Dr. Funie Hsu
Dr. Matthew Moore


	Office Location:
	Georges: Online
Hsu: Online
Moore: Online


	Telephone:
	Georges: Please email
Hsu: Please email
Moore: Please email


	Email:
	judith.georges@sjsu.edu
funie.hsu@sjsu.edu
matthew.moore@sjsu.edu


	Office Hours:
	Georges: By appointment
Hsu: T/R 3-4 (please email to sign up for a time slot) and by appointment
Moore: T/R 3-4 (please email to sign up for a time slot) and by appointment


	Class Days/Time:
	T/R 12-1:15 Lecture
T/R 1:30-2:45 Seminar


	Classroom:
	Lecture:

Online (Sections 22, 24, 26)
Seminars: 
Georges (Sect 27: Online
Hsu (Sect 23): Online
Moore  (Sect 25): Online 


	GE/SJSU Studies Category:
	C1, C2, Third Area C, D2, D3, US1, US2, US3.

	
	


Course Description 
American culture examined through political, literary, artistic, economic, and social development. American values, ideas and institutions from popular culture as well as traditional sources. GE Area: C1 and D2, meets additional GE Areas when taken as sequence. Note: Entire sequence satisfies GE Areas C1,2; D2,3; U.S. History, U.S. Constitution and California Government US1,2,3. Misc/Lab: Lecture 3 hours/lecture 3 hours
Course Format 
Online. Computer and internet connectivity required to participate in the course.

Technology Intensive, Hybrid, and Online Courses 

This course adopts an online synchronous delivery format, with occasional asynchronous components. Students should have access to internet connectivity, Zoom, and Canvas to participate in the classroom activities and/or submit assignments. 

Course Goals 
Background Information: American Studies 1B is organized into a series of interdisciplinary lectures and seminars that reflect the development of American institutions from the Reconstruction era to the current day. Drawing upon the premises and methodologies of multiple academic disciplines, American Studies 1B examines individual and communal heritages, through which we can evaluate and understand the rich complexity of the American social, political, and cultural experiences. Cutting across boundaries of gender, ethnicity, race, and class, American Studies 1B considers the ways in which the United States has been transformed to meet society’s changing needs and demands.
This semester we continue to pay careful attention to the dynamics and development of the United States as a pluralist (and multicultural) society, a focus that was begun in American Studies 1A. This course provides a multicultural framework, including both conflict and consensus perspectives, of the choices and options available to individuals and groups in their social, economic, and political relations.
American Studies 1A/B is a two-semester sequence, six units per semester, for a total of twelve units. When you successfully complete both semesters, you will have covered the following requirement areas toward graduation though only earning 12 units credit:
• Core GE (12 units): Area C1 Arts, Area C2 Letters, Area D2 Comparative Systems, Area D3 Social Issues.
• American Institutions (all 6 units): U.S. History, U.S. Constitution, California Government.)

GE Learning Outcomes (GELO) 
Upon successful completion of this course sequence, students will be able to:
Area C1 Arts
GELO 1. Recognize aesthetic qualities and processes that characterize works of the human intellect and imagination;
GELO 2. Respond to works of art both analytically (in writing) and affectively (in writing or through other forms of personal and artistic expression); and
GELO 3. Write clearly and effectively.
Area C2 Letters
GELO 4. Recognize how significant works illuminate enduring human concerns;
GELO 5. Respond to such works by writing both research-based critical analyses and personal responses; and
GELO 6. Write clearly and effectively.
Area D2 Comparative Systems and Area D3 Social Issues
GELO 7. Identify and analyze the social dimension of society as a context for human life, the processes of social change and social continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, and the forces that engender social cohesion and fragmentation. Students will be able to:
GELO 8. Place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts;
GELO 9. Identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them; and
GELO 10. Evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues.
GELO 11. Compare and contrast two or more ethnic groups, cultures, regions, nations, or social systems.
GELO 12. Apply multidisciplinary material to a topic relevant to policy and social action at the local, national, and/or international levels.
American Institutions (Student Learning Outcomes: SLOs)
Upon successful completion of the sequence, students will be able to:
SLO 1: Describe the principal events, developments, ideas, politics, and international relations in all the territories now in the United States from the beginnings of this society until the present. While considering these topics, students should be asked to analyze certain subtopics, and within the study of these subtopics should be a consideration of women and gender relations; the history and experience of racial and ethnic minorities; immigration to the United States and the experiences of immigrants; and patterns of race and class relations.
SLO 2: Explain how political decisions are made, their consequences for individuals and society, and how individuals and groups may affect the decision-making process. As students analyze the meaning and content of the democratic process as it has evolved in the United States and California, at a minimum, they should be able to describe: the foundations of the political system, the links between the people and government, the operations of California government.
SLO 3: Identify the tools of political action and collective decision-making at the local, state, national, and global level; and articulate the values and assumptions that inform their civic engagement.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 
Upon successful completion of American Studies 1B, students will be able to:
CLO 1: Discuss the contributions of racial/ethnic minorities, women, and immigrants to California and the geographic region known as the United States discuss the contributions of racial/ethnic minorities, women, and immigrants to California and the geographic region known as the United States.
CLO 2: Recognize the political foundation of the California Constitution as a Progressive political document and be able to explain the concepts and practices of direct democracy on the state level. 
CLO 3: Analyze and understand the historical context of literature, art, music, and poetry from Reconstruction to the present era.
CLO 4: Compare and contrast the origins, methods, and consequences of 19th and 20th century American civil rights movements
Required Texts/Readings 
Textbook
Levine, Robert S. et al. (ed). The Norton Anthology of American Literature Volumes C, D & E (9th edition) ISBNS: 978-0-393-26448-7, 978-0-393-26449-4, and 978-0-393-26450-0
Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty: An American History (Seagull edition), (6th edition), Vol. 2 ISBN: 978-0-393-42874-2
Other Readings
Required Readings from linked pdfs, and linked internet sites are listed below and on Canvas.
Other technology requirements / equipment / material 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas Learning Management System course login website.  
You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal (Links to an external site.) http://one.sjsu.edu to learn of any updates.

Library Liaison 
Our library liaison is Silke Higgins. Please feel free to contact her for any research needs. She can be reached at silke.higgins@sjsu.edu.

Course Requirements and Assignments 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.
AMS 1B is a 6 unit course, SO DOUBLE THE 3 HOUR PREP TIME (at least)! 
Research Project (GELO 1-6, 10, 12; CLO 1)
Students will conduct a research project this semester, with different components of the project due at varying times throughout the course. Further specific instructions and a list of due dates for preliminary research and preparatory assignments will be available on Canvas.
American Cultural Event (GELO 4-12)
Students will be required to attend one online supplemental event from an approved list. These events will enhance students’ understanding of the course concepts and help develop more engaged learning. Information about the approved events, registration, and the accompanying reflection assignment will be available on Canvas.
Other tests and quizzes (SLO 1-3; CLO 1-2)
Students will take a CA Constitution Test (on Canvas) and must pass with 70%.  Also on Canvas, students will be required to take and pass weekly tests (InQuizitive) based on assigned chapters of Foner. Seminar instructors can administer quizzes on lecture and reading material as necessary.
Participation (GELO 1, 4, 7-12; SLO 1-3; CLO 1-4)
Seminar instructors provide further information about evaluation requirements.
Final Examination or Evaluation
Midterm and Final Exam (GELO 1-3, 7-12; SLO 1-3; CLO 1-4)
The exams will require both short and long essays that draw from readings (textbooks and on-line resources), lectures, and seminar discussions. The final exam is two hours and 15 minutes in format similar to the midterm. It will cover the material presented during the last third of the course. More information will be provided during lecture and seminar as we approach each exam date. 

The final exam will be on Thursday, May 20 at 12:15-2:30 ONLINE.
Grading Information 
Determination of Grades
Your grade reflects your achievement in seminar, on your papers or essays, and on your exams. YOUR seminar instructor will grade all your written work.  All written assignments must be completed in order for the student to pass the course. 
Students are expected to write grammatically correct, evidence-based prose organized into complete paragraphs for all assignments in AMS 1A-1B.  Longer essays are expected to show accurate articulation and thoughtful mastery of concepts and information as required by each assignment's prompt.  While some writing assignments are graded holistically and other assignments are graded by point systems, grades are based on the student's satisfying the requirements of each prompt and the student's adherence to our overall grading criteria.  
Assignments will be weighted as follows:
Foner chapter InQuizitive tests (weekly, on Canvas) 15%
Midterm #1 15% (online)
CA Constitution Test 5% Students must pass the quiz with a 70% or better grade in order to receive credit for the assignment and successfully complete the course.
Final Exam 20% (Thursday, May 20 at 12:15am online)
Research Project 20% (various due dates)
Supplemental Event 5%
Seminar Participation 20%
Late work will be deducted 10% each day. Exams cannot be made up unless there is a documented emergency (which requires a note from a medical or relevant professional) or there is prior arrangement with the instructor. 

Grade Scale
A plus = 97 to 100 percent
A = 93 to 96 percent
A minus = 90 to 92 percent
B plus = 87 to 89 percent
B = 83 to 86 percent
B minus = 80 to 82 percent
C plus = 77 to 79 percent
C = 73 to 76 percent
C minus = 70 to 72 percent
D plus = 67 to 69 percent
D = 63 to 66 percent
D minus = 60 to 62 percent
Classroom Protocol 
Students are expected to attend all classes. If a student misses or expects to miss a class, the student is responsible for notifying the instructor by email.
Students are responsible for everything covered in class, whether students are present or not, (lecture materials will not be posted on Canvas), and are encouraged to give class participation the same level of respect and responsibility you would bring to any professional space: that means treating everyone you engage with in a courteous manner, arriving to class punctually, and coming prepared to work with the assigned materials and activities of the day.  
Community Agreements
We must conduct ourselves with civility, decency, and have a great capacity for tolerating differing points of view. Our classroom can and should be a place where we can ask questions, debate, discuss, and entertain a variety of viewpoints, but we must also do so in a respectful and open way. We will be creating a collective set of community agreements for discussion and holding ourselves accountable for respecting these agreements as a central element of class participation.
University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on Syllabus Information web page (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material
· University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain instructor’s permission to record the course.
· Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording them/him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. 
· “Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.” 
· If you wish to record the class, you must request permission in writing and indicate whether for the whole semester or on a class by class basis.
· In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the recording, permission of those students or guests should be obtained as well.
· “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.”
Additional Information 
SJSU Peer Connections:  Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience. You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.
 In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics. A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC).
Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B. Visit Peer Connections website (Links to an external site.) at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.

SJSU Writing Center:  The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126 and 2nd floor, MLK Library. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website (Links to an external site.) at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. 

SJSU Counseling Services:  The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building. Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis. To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website (Links to an external site.) at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.



AMS 1B / American Cultures 1877 to Present, Spring 2021, Course Schedule
This schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Changes will be indicated in class (or through email) and can be verified on the Course Schedule in Canvas. All readings and viewings are required to be completed before the date of assignment as indicated below. Bring Norton text with you to lecture and seminar. Foner text is not required in lecture or seminar
Please have assigned texts ready to use in class.  Volume C, Norton Anthology covers 1865-1914; Volume D, Norton Anthology covers 1914-1945; Volume E, Norton Anthology, covers post-1945 era.
Course Schedule 

	Week/Lesson/Module
(Delete if not applicable)
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 
(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.)

	1
	1/28
	Part 1: Modernity's Triumphs and Tragedies
Reconstructing the Union: Yesterday and Today


	2
	2/2
	Reconstructing Racism 
Foner: Chapter 15
918-936, Bio, "The Souls of Black Folk,"  through "Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others" (DuBois)
Internet: The Chinese Exclusion Act (Links to an external site.) (Chap. 126, Bottom of page 58 to 61)

	2
	2/4
	The Ghost Dance: Native American Tragedy and Resilience  
Norton C: 687-690, Bio and From the Deep Woods to Civilization (Eastman) 
1124-1127; 1130-1137, Bio and "The Big Red Apples," "The Land of Red Apples," The Cutting of My Long Hair," & "Iron Routine"   (Zitkala-Ša)
Internet: Reviving the Ohlone Language

	3
	2/9
	 Through the Gates of Promise: Changing the Face of America 
Foner: Chapter 16
Norton C:  908-917, Bio and "Mrs. Spring Fragrance" (Far)
"The High Tide of Immigration" (Links to an external site.) (Dalrymple)
"There's Nothing Wrong With Open Borders" (Links to an external site.) (Manjoo print[image: Preview the document])

	3
	2/11
	The New Metropolis:  Chicago 
Foner: Chapter 17
Norton C:  976-985, Bio and "A Deal in Wheat"  (Norris) 
"The Working Man's Reward"  (Links to an external site.) (S.E. Gross & Co.)
See PDF page for notes on futures trading. 

	4
	2/16
	"Take Me Out to the Ballgame": Baseball and the Modern City 
Foner: Chapter 18
Norton C: 985-1001, Theodore Dreiser Bio and Sister Carrie, Ch. 1 & 3 
"Take Me Out to the Ballgame" (Links to an external site.)(Norworth & Von TIlzer)
Internet:  Snap the Whip  (Winslow Homer) (Links to an external site.)

A. Bartlett Giamatti, "The Green Fields of the Mind" (Links to an external site.) 

	4
	2/18
	The Annexation of Hawai'i 
Internet:  From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawai'i (Trask) (Links to an external site.) Read the intro.  

Letter of protest from Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii (Links to an external site.)
Grover Cleveland on the Overthrow of Hawaii's Royal Government

	5
	2/23
	Exceptionalism at the World's Fair 
Norton C:  362-372, Bio and "The Dynamo and the Virgin" (Adams)
1164-1169, Bio and from "The Significance of the Frontier in American History" (Turner)
Official Guide to the Midway Plaisance[image: Preview the document]

	5
	2/25
	 Aspects of Progressivism 
Foner: Chapter 19 
"The Socialist Party's Appeal"[image: Preview the document] (Debs)
 Norton C: C 6 Scribner's for June (Gibson)
"Christianity and the Social Crisis" (Links to an external site.) (Rauschenbusch)
California Constitution Quiz due on Canvas

	6
	3/2
	The New American Empire: Articulating Conquest as Benevolence         
Internet: Benevolent Assimilation Proclamation (McKinley) 

School Begins (Dalrymple) (Links to an external site.)
William McKinley's Decision on the Philippines

	6
	3/4
	WWI: Total War  
Foner: Chapter 20
Norton D:  471-472; 481-to mid 497, Katherine Anne Porter Bio and "Pale Horse, Pale Rider" 
201-204, Intro, Alan Seeger Bio, and "I Have A Rendezvous with Death"
Internet: Destroy This Mad Brute, (Links to an external site.) Harry R. Hopps 
  

	7
	3/9
	 Mass Society and What's Popular 
Norton D:  497-515, Finish Pale Horse, Pale Rider (Porter)  
Real History: Edward Bernays (7 min.)

	7
	3/11
	 The Great Migration and Harlem Renaissance 
Foner: Chapter 22
Norton D:  515-517; 533-536, Bio. and “How It Feels To Be Colored Me” (Hurston)
Internet: The Migration Series (Lawrence) and "One Way Ticket" (Hughes).  (Links to an external site.)Click on VIEW THE MIGRATION SERIES and on to PANEL 1. Read the page and listen to "One Way Ticket."  Select a handful of other panels to view in detail (by clicking "ALL PANELS" in lower left-hand corner.) Every panel has great resources, such as Maggie Jones singing "Northbound Blues" here; Panel 24 has material on Alain Locke and Aaron Douglas.


	8
	3/16
	
MIDTERM EXAM


	8
	3/18
	Part 2: Coming Together and Coming Apart
 
Depression in Modern Times
Dorothea Lange Digital Archive: The Depression (Links to an external site.) Explore the collection. Choose at least 2 images from two different galleries of Lange's Depression era photographs. Be prepared to share the selected photographs in class.
In-Class Viewing: Modern Times (Chaplin)

	9
	3/23
	The Feeble Minded Menace:  Order and Social Hygiene 
Internet: Lost Privilege Company (Links to an external site.) (Blunt Research Group)
"Human Betterment"  (Pallette)
"Is Sex for Reproduction About to Become Extinct?" (Links to an external site.) (Metzl pdf)


	9
	3/25
	Total War, 20th Century Style, Act Two 
Foner: Chapter 24
Norton E: 342-355, Bio and Chapter 1 from Slaughterhouse-Five (Vonnegut)
Norton D: C7, We Can Do It! (Miller)
Research Paper: Topic Selection Due

	
	
	
Spring Break March 29-April 2


	10
	4/6
	Japanese American Incarceration, Resistance, and Redress 
Internet: Thus Have I Heard: An American Sutra (Williams)  

EO 906-6-6 series (Tsuchitani) (Links to an external site.)
   Browse through the series and study the digital prints    
   piece titled "....", in particular. 

Buddhist Leaders join Tsuru for Solidarity and other marchers at For Sill Protest (Links to an external site.)


	10
	4/8
	Cold War Culture 
Digital History: Testimony of J. Edgar Hoover Before HUAC (Links to an external site.)
Internet:
Murrow vs. McCarthy (6 min. 20 sec.) (Links to an external site.)

Biographical Sketch:  Margaret Chase Smith. Click on her "fifteen minute speech (paragraph 4) and read "The Declaration of Conscience" (Margaret Chase Smith) (Links to an external site.)  


	11
	4/13
	U.S. Hegemony in the Postwar Era 
Norton E: 316-327, Bio and "The Quest for Blank Claveringi" (Highsmith)
Internet: "Castle Bravo" (Links to an external site.)
Read the Buzz Word definitions for HEGEMONY and POWER ELITE.

	11
	4/15
	We Love Lucy and Desi 
 Foner: Chapter 24
 Lucy & Desi Videos 
 Internet:  "Little Boxes” (Links to an external site.)
 (Malvina Reynolds)
 The Problem That Has No Name (Betty Friedan)

	12
	4/20
	Civil Rights and Political Power 
Norton E: 684-686, Biography and "Coal" (Lorde)
PDF: Black Panther Party's Ten-Point Program 
Internet: The Assassination of Fred Hampton (Links to an external site.) (Taylor)
Research Paper: Sources Due

	12
	4/22
	1965 Immigration 
Foner: Chapter 26 
Norton E: 1100-1108, Bio. and "Woman Hollering Creek" (Cisneros); 1122, 1123, Bio. and "Persimmons" (Lee) 
Internet: LBJ Remarks on the signing of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act  (Links to an external site.)

	13
	4/27
	"Not a Luxury": Women's Liberation and Poetry 
Read Lorde Bio in Norton E (684-685), then access "Poetry is Not a Luxury" (Audre Lorde)[image: Preview the document]
569-571; 577-579, Bio.  and “Diving Into the Wreck” (Adrienne Rich)
 "Beneath the Shadow of the Freeway," (Links to an external site.) Lorna Dee Cervantes
Norton E:  1067-8, 1073-74, Bio. & “When the World as We Knew it Ended” (Joy Harjo)

	13
	4/29
	Vietnam: The American War 
Foner: Chapter 27
Norton E:  C-5 Vietnam Veteran's Memorial (Lin)
1034-1036, Biography and "Facing It" (Komunyakaa)
The Best We Could Do (Bui)  Read Chapters 1-5, pp. 1-172

	14
	5/4
	Modernism to Infinity and Beyond
Norton E:  C-2 Blam (Lichtenstein) and C-3 Campbell's Soup 1, Tomato (Warhol)
The Best We Could Do (Bui)  Read Chapters 6-10, pp. 173-330

	14
	5/6
	Rebellion: Environmentalism and Justice 
Norton E: C-4 Earthrise (Anders)
Internet:"The Honorable Harvest" (Kimmerer) (Links to an external site.),

Sunaura Taylor, Chicken Truck, 2007 (Links to an external site.)
Canvas Buzzword Page: Please review the words Exceptionalism, Person and Reciprocity.  
In-Class Viewing: Rebellion: The Nature of Things
Research Paper Due

	15
	5/11
	Neoliberalism and Spirituality 
Foner: Chapter 28
Internet:  "Neoliberalism - the ideology at the root of all our problems" (Links to an external site.) (Monbiot) Bring printout of[image: Preview the document] article to seminar.

The Mindfulness Conspiracy (Purser)
KFC: The Zen of Steam

	15
	5/13
	Film Forum: TBA.


	Final Exam
	
	Thursday, May 20 12:15-2:30
On Canvas
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