San José State University
Department of Humanities
HUM 190: Senior Seminar in Humanities, Section 81, Spring 2021
COURSE AND CONTACT INFORMATION

	Instructor(s):
	Dr. Erik L. Johnson

	Office Location:
	Zoom; online appointment booking at
https://erikjohnson-sjsu-humenglish.youcanbook.me


	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5110

	Email:
	erik.johnson@sjsu.edu 

	Office Hours:
	Wednesday, 2–3 pm, and Thursday, 2–4 pm

	Class Days/Time:
	Tuesdays, 3–5:45 pm

	Classroom:
	Online; access Canvas site at https://sjsu.instructure.com/

	Prerequisites:
	Upper-division standing; completion of or concurrent enrollment in any 100W course; preference given to graduating seniors, Humanities Majors, Humanities Minors


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Catalog: Readings, discussions and individual research projects relating to an interdisciplinary theme selected by the instructor.  (Cross-listed with AMS 190 / RELS 190. Humanities is responsible for scheduling.)

Section Description: This course is a practicum focused on the development of a research-based capstone project. Our department guidelines describe the capstone project as “a culminating experience in which students reflect on the course of their study and produce a culminating project that results in a final paper as well as a poster presentation,” adding that such a project should include reflection on the program learning objectives of the student’s BA program.

Your project this semester can take several different forms. I will share guidelines in class for at least three possibilities, and am open to other proposals:
(a) an academic research paper or policy paper of at least 3,000 words (about 12 pages) that draws on both library-based and some kind of “field” research;
(b) a research-based podcast based on a mix of library-based research and interviews with guests, consisting of at least 45 minutes of final, edited footage broken up into episodes as you feel appropriate;
(c) for Creative Arts majors: a performance-based project that draws on both field and library research and also includes a written component (at minimum, a project proposal and a final project reflection).

Every project, including podcast and performance projects, will need to include the following pieces:
(a) a poster presentation using an Adobe Spark page to introduce the project to an engaged and curious public that includes at least other SJSU Humanities students and faculty;
(b) an annotated bibliography produced along the way providing an overview of research you’ve done; and
(c) a final piece of writing that could serve as a point of entry to the project (meaning, you could hand it to a reader who knows nothing else about the project). For a research paper, this is the paper itself; for a podcast, it might be an overview with an episode outline including a summary and source list for each episode, or in the case of a performance, a shorter final reflection describing the performance project, how it was grounded in research, and what you believe it has accomplished.

The parameters for final reflections and other project pieces will vary depending on what form your capstone project takes. Our Zoom workshops and weekly assignments throughout the semester will help you conceptualize a project and develop the skills (writing, research, and technical) needed to pull it together, with plenty of feedback from me and from your peers along the way. 

Technology Intensive, Hybrid, and Online Courses
This course will be conducted synchronously online (synchronously means, with regular live video meetings). The key software to be familiar with is Canvas (online platform for assignments, exams, text-based discussion forums, and up-to-date syllabus information) and Zoom (for video course sessions and office hour meetings). You will also need reliable Internet access and a computer with a webcam.

You can join Zoom sessions through links in Canvas, but you will need the Zoom software installed. For instructions on installing and using Zoom, see the eCampus Zoom pages at https://www.sjsu.edu/teachanywhere/student-resources/zoom-for-students.php 
FACULTY WEB PAGE AND MYSJSU MESSAGING
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, and assignment instructions can be found on the Canvas Learning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for checking your SJSU email regularly and for ensuring that you receive announcements posted to Canvas. For info on changing your notification preferences and viewing comments on Canvas, see the eCampus tutorial pages at https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources/index.html 

Emailing erik.johnson@sjsu.edu is the best way to reach me. I usually respond to student emails within 24 hours, but if you email me after 9 pm or on the weekend, I may not see your email until the next business day. 
You are always welcome in my office hours, which are student-centered time. You can book appointments at https://erikjohnson-sjsu-humenglish.youcanbook.me up to minutes before if a slot is open, or you can email me to set up meetings at other times.
RELEVANT HUMANITIES PROGRAM LEARNING OBJECTIVES (PLOS)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. demonstrate the ability to frame questions and pursue answers to aesthetic, social, cultural and global problems using interdisciplinary methods.
2. demonstrate skill in written, visual and verbal communication, including argumentation. 
3. demonstrate the ability to identify, select, use, and cite information sources appropriately. 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOS) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. identify a research problem, and effectively design and execute an interdisciplinary research strategy using multiple humanities and/or social science methods;
2. demonstrate skills in critical and creative thinking;
3. demonstrate scholarly concern for their work, i.e.: show concern for excellence in inquiry and argumentation; exhibit the ability to critically reflect on and improve their work; and so on;  
4. productively collaborate with peers and the professor; and
5. connect their personal values to larger intellectual and social trends and to their civic responsibilities.
REQUIRED TEXTS/READINGS
The following textbooks are required and can be ordered or rented through the Spartan Bookstore. Note, though, that most of the reading for this course will be reading you do on your own related to your projects! The assigned texts just provide model approaches and guidance for conducting and writing about research.
Skills Texts:
Booth, Wayne C., et al. The Craft of Research. 4th edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016. ISBN 978-0226-23973-6.
Gerard, Philip. The Art of Creative Research: A Field Guide for Writers. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017. ISBN 978-0-226-17980-3.

Framework Texts (Theory/ Case Studies):
Appiah, Kwame Anthony. The Honor Code: How Moral Revolutions Happen. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, ISBN 978-0-393-34052-5.
Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 50th anniversary edition. New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2018. ISBN 978-1-5013-1413-1.
Other Readings
Other readings and media will be posted or linked on Canvas in appropriate modules throughout the semester. The bulk of the reading you will be doing, however, will consist of sources you find yourself related to your capstone project.
Other technology requirements / equipment / material 
You will need reliable Internet access and a computer with a webcam and microphone sufficient for participating in Zoom meetings. Headphones are recommended. If you are producing a podcast as your final project, a recording microphone or headset with a microphone is also useful. Access to Adobe Creative Cloud, free for SJSU students (download at this link) is recommended for the deluxe edition of Spark and for Adobe Audition, a sound editing program useful if you are recording a podcast.

Most hardware you would need can be borrowed from SJSU on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information or to make a checkout appointment, see the IT Equipment Loaning webpage at https://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php
Library Liaison
Silke Higgins, silke.higgins@sjsu.edu 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments for this course fall into four major categories:

I) PARTICIPATION AND SHORT PARTICIPATION ASSIGNMENTS (Weeks 1–8)
In addition to assigned reading, starting the week of February 7 and until spring break, you will turn short assignments in on a course discussion forum two days before class (by Sunday night at 11:59 pm) and comment on a peer’s assignment on the discussion forum the day before class (by Monday night at 11:59 pm). Assignments will vary and will be announced each week, but will always be related to what we are doing in class and to your progress toward a project. They might be short reading responses in answer to prompts, or they might be pieces of preliminary research you’ve done (annotating and sharing an academic journal article about a subject of interest, for instance). These short assignments, along with regular and engaged participation in class and peer review activities, will factor into your participation grade.

II) PROJECT CHECKPOINT ASSIGNMENTS (Weeks 10–15)
Project Checkpoint assignments are more substantive milestones toward completion of a project, such as an annotated bibliography, an outline, or a research presentation. These will sometimes be uploaded a few days in advance of class to a discussion forum, but will more often be due the night before class or in class for hands-on workshopping.

III) POSTER SESSION PRESENTATION (to be scheduled)
Both your Adobe Spark poster providing an overview of your project and your oral presentation of it during the poster session will form part of your grade. Poster session presentations tend to be brief and highly interactive. You should have an elevator pitch for the project of no more than five minutes; a large part of what you will be assessed on will be your handling of spontaneous questions from audience members (including me and your peers, but also including others who attend the poster event).

IV) FINAL PROJECT (due Monday, May 24)
In place of a final exam, you will deliver a finally revised project that meets the specs outlined under the course description and in assignment sheets posted during the semester (at least 3,000 words of continuous prose for a piece of writing; at least 45 minutes of edited podcast footage; etc.) during the exam period. The final project will count for a substantial percentage of your grade. Grading will be based, in part, on your revision and editing process and on how well you have managed to respond to and incorporate feedback from me, your peers, and the poster session audience.

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, preparation and studying, or other course related activities. In other words, you should expect to spend 9 hours a week on this 3-unit course (3 hours in class and 6 hours on reading, writing, or research outside of class). If you calendar blocks of time totaling 6 hours a week to spend on work outside of class each week, it will greatly improve your chances of success and your quality of life during the semester!
GRADING INFORMATION 
Grades will be numerical. The table below shows point to letter-grade correspondences and includes my general standards for assessing written work. “Plus” or “minus” grades meet the standards for a mark to a greater or lesser degree. Assignments will be posted with rubrics that include additional, assignment-specific criteria.
	Grade
	Points
	Percentage
	Criteria

	A plus
	970 to 1000
	97 to 100%
	

	A
	930 to 969
	93 to 96.9%
	Written work marked “A” poses an original, provocative argument that is credibly supported by close reading of texts, makes a compelling case for its significance, has a clear logical organization, and uses language and style in a way that communicates not just the bare meaning but creates a sense of authorial voice.

	A minus
	900 to 929
	90 to 92.9%
	

	B plus
	870 to 899
	87 to 89.9%
	

	B
	830 to 869
	83 to 86.9%
	Work marked “B” poses a valid argument that is credibly supported, makes a plausible case for its significance, has a clear logical organization, and uses language and style to communicate the student’s ideas effectively and without ambiguity.

	B minus
	800 to 829
	80 to 82.9%
	

	C plus
	760 to 799
	76 to 79.9%
	

	C
	730 to 759
	73 to 75.9%
	Work marked “C” meets the requirements of the assignment but shows significant weakness in one fundamental area—the argument may be unclear or insufficiently supported, its significance may not be clearly or persuasively stated, the structure may be illogical, or the language and style may occasionally obstruct meaning.

	C minus
	700 to 729
	70 to 72.9%
	

	D plus
	660 to 699
	66 to 69.9%
	

	D
	630 to 659
	63 to 65.9%
	Work marked “D” was clearly written by the student to address the assignment but shows significant weakness in more than one of the fundamental areas listed above, or the use of language and style frequently obstructs meaning.

	D minus
	600 to 629
	60 to 62.9%
	

	F
	599 or below
	59.9% or below
	Work marked “F” either does not meet the requirements of the assignment or relies substantially on work by others that is represented as the student’s own.



Grading Breakdown
	Assignment
	Percentage of Grade
	PLOs and CLOs 

	Seminar participation, replies to peer assignments, and peer review activities
	15%
	PLOs 1, 2;
CLOs 1, 2, 4, 5

	Short written assignments, weeks 1–8
	10%
	PLOs 2–3;
CLOs 1–3, 5

	Project checkpoint assignments, weeks 10–15
	20%
	PLO 2–3;
CLOs 1, 3, 5

	Adobe Spark poster and poster session presentation *
	15%
	PLO 1;
CLOs 3, 4, 5

	Finally revised capstone project*
	40%
	PLOs 1–3;
CLOs 1–3, 5


* Major assignments. Point allocations notwithstanding, you must turn in each of the “major assignments” identified with an asterisk by the end of the semester in order to complete the course successfully. Incompletes will only be granted in cases of documented and unforeseeable emergency.

Late Work and Missed In-Class Work
If you cannot meet the deadline for an assignment, email me requesting an extension as early as possible, but no later than two days before the assignment is due, so that I have time to review and respond to the request. Out-of-class assignments turned in one day or more after a listed deadline without an extension agreed to in writing will be penalized a third of a letter grade for each calendar day (not business day) late. For example, a mark of 85.0% (B) for a paper turned in one day late would drop to 82.0% (B–), two days late to 79.0 (C+), and so on.

Missed in-class assignments cannot usually be made up. However, I will occasionally announce extra credit assignments that increase your total points in the participation category, which can help recover missing points.
CLASSROOM PROTOCOL
Regular and active participation in class is expected. In a Zoom classroom, this means:
• You don’t need to have your video on all the time, but, unless you are having connection issues, you should turn it on when you are speaking for your group, and everyone should be ready to turn it on if asked.
• When your video is not on, your Zoom account should display your name (not a screenname) and a profile picture that represents you in some way (that can be a photo of yourself or any image that communicates something about you). For information on customizing your profile see the Zoom support page at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-Profile 
• We will use breakout rooms for brainstorming and other activities during discussion. You can leave these breakout rooms to return to the main session and ask questions. I will not drop into breakout rooms unless asked, and I will give at least a 2-minute warning before ending breakout sessions.
• When peers are speaking in whole-group discussion, let them finish before starting to speak. If you have questions or comments directly related to what they are saying, use the text chat to register them. Do also feel free to use reaction signals to second colleague’s points (thumbs up, clapping hands, etc.) while they speak!
• Put away your cell phone or other mobile devices before class, and please close any applications that are not being used for class activities.
After the first seminar, we’ll organize discussion groups that will work closely together throughout the semester. You’ll each be producing your own research project but, whenever we do breakout activities in class, you will be working with the same constant group. 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES
Academic Integrity: All work delivered in this course must be your own, produced specifically for this course, and produced specifically for the assignment in question. If you draw on the ideas or language of others in written work or presentations, you must, by University policy, specifically acknowledge your indebtedness. If you have questions about the appropriate acknowledgment of sources, please review the library tutorial on how to avoid plagiarism at https://libguides.sjsu.edu/plagiarism or contact me. Recycling material from papers written for other courses, or even from earlier papers written for this course in later ones, is also not acceptable. If you wish to write a paper on a similar topic to a paper you have written before, you are welcome to consult with me about ways of adjusting or expanding the topic or argument sufficiently to build on your prior work and still meet the course requirements.

Accommodations: Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a record of their disability. The AEC will contact the instructor with details. If you need to discuss possible course adaptations or accommodations, do make an appointment or visit my office hours as early in the semester as possible.

Other Policy Information: Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information web page (http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo), which is hosted by the Office of Undergraduate Education. Make sure to visit this page to review for official descriptions of these university policies and resources.
SUPPORT SERVICES
In addition to my office hours, HUM 190 students may find the following support services useful:

SJSU Writing Center: The San José State University Writing Center offers a variety of resources to help students become better writers, and all of its services are free for SJSU students. While we are online, the Writing Center offers drop-in tutoring by text chat for quick questions, scheduled 45-minute appointments via Zoom, and virtual workshops on topics like improving your sentence and paragraph stye, integrating sources, and revising more effectively. For more information and to make an appointment or sign up for a workshop, see the website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/ 

SJSU Communication Center: The San José State University Communication Center is available to help students practice public speaking and general communication skills, through workshops and individual tutoring, including practicing and recording speeches. You can make Zoom appointments for groups as well as individuals and can book up to 45 minutes of communications tutoring per day! This is a great opportunity to . To make a Zoom appointment for communications tutoring, visit https://commcenter.sjsu.edu/students/tutoring/index.html 

COMM 80: If you want extra support for public speaking, you can also consider enrolling in COMM 80, the Communication Center’s 1-unit credit/no-credit online course that supports your public speaking skills by offering peer tutoring, workshops, and other self-paced activities. It requires only 3 assignments (which could be completed by preparing and practicing your poster session presentation) and is self-paced. Add COMM 80 by enrolling in any open section through MySJSU; no add code necessary! You can see more info at the COMM Center Canvas site or view a short informational video about the class at https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cYhFYVkwxx. 

Peer Connections: Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience. You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision-making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.  

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on an appointment basis. Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, and other related topics. All services are currently available online. Visit the Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.


HUM 190-81 (Johnson): Senior Seminar in Humanities, Spring 2021
This schedule is subject to change with fair notice, and checkpoints will likely be revised in consultation with the class as your projects take shape. Any changes will be announced via Canvas and in class.

Starting February 7, weekly assignments will be due on Sunday nights at 11:59 pm, and comments on peer assignments will be due on Monday nights at 11:59 pm. These assignments will be related to the reading or to the “Project Checkpoints” listed on the schedule below.
COURSE SCHEDULE 
	Seminar
	Date
	SEMINAR TOPICS; READINGS DUE

	1
	Tuesday, February 2
	Introductions to the Course and Each Other
Read: definition of “education,” Oxford English Dictionary and come prepared with thoughts about what “education” means to you, and how your understanding of the concept has changed during the pandemic; find your program objectives on the Humanities department website; in class: complete work-sharing group survey.


	2

	Tuesday, February 9
	Case Studies and Conceptual Frameworks , Part 1
Read: Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, chapter 2 (pages 71–86); Appiah, Honor Code, chapters 1–2 (pages 3–100). 

In advance of class (Sunday night): Reading Response 1; comment on peer reading response (Monday night).


	3
	Tuesday, February 16
	Case Studies and Conceptual Frameworks, Part 2
Read: Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, from Chapter 4 (pages 125–38, 152–67); Appiah, Honor Code, chapter 3 (pages 103–36)

In advance of class (Sunday night): Reading Response 2; comment on peer reading response (Monday night).


	4
	Tuesday, February 23
	Case Studies and Conceptual Frameworks, Part 3
Read: Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, chapter 1 (pages 43–69); Appiah, chapter 5 (pages 175–204).

In advance of class (Sunday night): Reading Response 3; comment on peer reading response (Monday night).


	5
	Tuesday, March 2
	Developing a Research Agenda; Preliminary Bibliography
Read: Gerard, Art of Creative Research, chapter 2 (pages 25–37); Booth, Craft of Research, chapters 3–4 (pages 27–63)

In advance of class: Reflection on program learning objectives and tentative problem statement (Sunday night); peer response to problem statement (Monday night).


	6
	Tuesday, March 9
	Specialized Genres: Academic Journal Articles
Read: Booth, Craft of Research chapters 5–6 (pages 65–103)

In advance of class: annotated journal article (Sunday night); peer response to annotated journal article (Monday night).


	7
	Tuesday, March 16
	Research Methods: Interviews and Ethnography
Read: Gerard, Art of Creative Research, chapters 7–8 (pages 98–148); watch: “How to Interview Almost Anyone,” Mike Dronkers TedX talk, at https://youtu.be/WDOQBPYEaNs 

In advance of class (Sunday night): Identify possible interview subjects or ethnographic investigations; peer response to proposals (Monday night before class)


	8
	Tuesday, March 23
	Public-Facing Genres: Podcasts
Read: Gerard, Art of Creative Research, chapters 5–6 (pages 73–97)

In advance of class (Sunday night): Discussion post on a podcast related to your subject of interest based on listening to at least three episodes; peer response to podcast posts (Monday night)


	
	March 29– April 2
	SPRING BREAK: NO CLASSES!

	10
	Tuesday, April 6
	Positioning Your Research in a Conversation
Read: Booth, Craft of Research, chapters 10–11 (pages 141–72)

Project checkpoint: Preliminary annotated bibliography with updated problem statement (Monday night before class)


	11
	Tuesday, April 13
	Organizing Long-Form Research-Based Writing
Read: Sample papers on Canvas; Booth, Craft of Research, chapters 12–13 (pages 177–99)

Project checkpoint: Interview or ethnography transcript and insights (Monday night before class)


	12
	Tuesday, April 20
	Communicating Research Orally
Watch: Recommended TED talks on Canvas

Project Checkpoint: Elevator pitch (due in class)


	13
	Tuesday, April 27
	Communicating Research Visually: Poster Session Prep Workshop; The Importance of Titles
Read: Booth, Craft of Research, Chapter 15 (pages 214–31)

Project Checkpoint: Adobe Spark overview and poster session Q&A [due during poster session to be scheduled outside of class]


	14
	Tuesday, May 4
	Sentence and Paragraph Style
Read: Booth, Craft of Research, chapter 17 (pages 248–67)

Project Checkpoint: Partial Draft and Outline (due by Monday night before class); in-class peer review activities


	15
	Tuesday, May 11
	Developing a Revision and Editing Process
In-class peer review workshopping and “editorial board” presentations of project or project reflection drafts 

Project Checkpoint: Complete Rough Draft (due by Monday night before class); in-class peer review activities


	Final Project or Reflection Due Date
	Monday, May 24
	Final Project (or written reflection on final project) due in complete, edited form on Canvas (or Google drive) @  5 pm
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