San José State University
Humanities 190: Senior Seminar
Spring 2021

	Instructor:
	Susan Verducci Sandford

	Email:
	susan.verducci@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	Zoom Office Hours: Mondays 12:30-2:30pm, Thursdays 11-1pm, and through email. Sign up for office hours here


	 Class Days/Time:
	Mondays 4:30-7:15

	Prerequisites:
	Upper division standing; 100W completed or concurrent enrollment

	Class Website:
	Canvas login: 
Course materials, assignments, and related class activities will be posted to Canvas.

	
	


Course Description
This capstone course for students in the Humanities Department centers on student research projects. The course consists of readings and discussions relating to selecting a research topic, conducting research, and presenting findings. The course requires students focus sustained attention on a research project they find socially and personally meaningful, something they “stand for” and is in a synchronous online format.

Relevant Humanities Program Learning Objectives (PLOs)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. demonstrate the ability to frame questions and pursue answers to aesthetic, social, cultural and global problems using interdisciplinary methods.
2. demonstrate skill in written, visual and verbal communication, including argumentation. 
3. demonstrate the ability to identify, select, use, and cite information sources appropriately. 

Additional Course Learning Objectives (CLOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. demonstrate the ability to identify a research problem, and effectively design and execute an interdisciplinary research strategy using multiple humanities and/or social science methods;
2. demonstrate skills in critical and creative thinking;
3. demonstrate scholarly concern for their work, i.e.: show concern for excellence in inquiry and argumentation; exhibit the ability to critically reflect on and improve their work; and so on;  
4. productively collaborate with peers and the professor; and
5. make connections between their personal values, larger intellectual and/or social trends, and their civic responsibilities.

Required Texts 

All required texts can be found through Canvas or through the resources in MLK Library. 

Technology Requirements

This course requires students have access to a computer and stable and high-speed internet. 

Library Liaison

Our reference librarian is Silke Higgins. You can communicate with her via King Library https://libguides.sjsu.edu/humanities. Visit her Reference Desk/Drop-In Office Hours or make an appointment by email: silke.higgins@sjsu.edu

Course Requirements and Grading

SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf). This means that you should expect at least 6 hours of homework each week. 

In-Class Assignments & Participation: 20% (CLO 4) 
The course is designed to create a community in which all members are teachers and learners. Responsible participation from everyone in the community is required. Thus, students are expected to be on time, to attend and participate in all scheduled class sessions for the entire length of the class period and to attend with their video on (unless I have a note from you explaining why you can’t be on screen that day). It is also important that all students be prepared to participate by doing the readings and assignments, thinking about the topics in advance, writing down comments or questions, and sharing reactions, experiences and thinking with the class. Be ready for that! There will be exercises completed during class sessions. All group and partner projects include assessment by your peers, as well as the instructor, and are included in your class participation grade. 

Homework Exercises: 20% (PLOs 1-3); CLOs (2-5) 
Work prepared outside of class, such as the “This I believe” project, journal writing, quizzes, group teaching workshops, and much of the scaffolded work on your research project will contribute to your Homework grade. 

Research Project: 60% (PLOs 1-3; CLOs 1-5) 
Each student will identify a research problem, design and execute a research strategy that includes analysis of relevant sources, and compose an original project. In the weeks and months prior to the due date of the project, students will meet with the professor and in groups on their research topics. This project is broken down as follows:
· Research Problem Statement (5%)
· Detailed Outline or First Draft of Project (0 points, however, if not completed, there will be 15% from your final paper grade)  
· Research Presentation/Poster Session (15%)
· Final Research Paper (80%)
Assignment Procedures
Coursework involves reading, writing (both reflective and analytical), research projects, and presentations.  It will rely on class discussion and group work.  All assignments should be turned in by their due dates. I will accept late assignments for any reason with 10% reduction of the grade each week (for example, if you earn 85% on a late assignment, your grade will be reduced to 75% the first week, 65% the second week, and so on). Per SJSU policy, I will accept late papers with no grade reduction in the case of a documented medical problem (e.g., a doctor’s note or dated bill) or a documented bereavement. There is no late or recovery option for exercises missed in-class exercises without medical documentation. 
All text-based assignments must be typed to be accepted. In this course, the quality of your writing and the quality of the ideas conveyed matter.  Student writing should always be characterized by correct spelling, grammar and punctuation, appropriate diction and syntax, and well-organized paragraphs.   
Course Feedback
Your feedback on any aspect of this course is always welcome. This is especially important given the online nature of the course. Please contact me via e-mail or by visiting me during my zoom office hours. 

University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo  

San José State University
Senior Seminar Spring 2021
Class Schedule 
This schedule is subject to change with fair warning.  All updates and modifications will appear on Canvas.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out from a classmate any information that might be relevant to the schedule. The readings and assignments are due on the day they are listed.  
	
	Zoom Date 
	Topic and Materials
	Assignments Due

	
Week 1
	
Monday
2/1
	
Charting our Course
Introduction to Research Project
	

	

Week 2
	

Monday
2/8
	

“This I Believe”
Introduction to This I Believe Action Project


	Due Sunday 2/7 (11:59pm)
This I Believe Credo (Includes a list of 5 potential research topics)
Fake Instagram Post 
This I Believe Listening Exercise 

	
Week 3
	
Monday
2/15
	

“This I Believe” Essays

Research: Narrowing & Exploring

	Due Sunday 2/14 (11:59pm)
This I Believe Essay
This I Believe Audio Essay
Listen to or read - Anne Lamott’s Essay, “Shitty First Drafts”


	


Week 4
	


Monday
2/22
	
Library Research
Silke Higgins

A Rulebook for Arguments
The New Jim Crow

	Due Sunday 2/21 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate A Rulebook for Arguments (ARA) - Introduction & Chapter 1: Short Arguments: Some General Rules
Read and annotate: The New Jim Crow (TNJC) – Original Preface titled “This book is not for everyone) & Introduction
TNJC Argument Dissection Assignment
Research Topic due

	
Week 5
	
Monday
3/1
	
A Rulebook for Arguments & The New Jim Crow
Teaching Workshop: Arguments About Causes in “Rebirth of Caste”
Research Project
(Problem Statement)

Bruce Anderson's Writing Guide


	Due Sunday 2/28 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate “Rebirth of Caste” in TNJC
Read and annotate your Assigned chapters in TNJC and ARA. (See Teaching Workshop Assignment)
Research Problem Statement
This I Believe Action Project

	
Week 6
	
Monday
3/8
	
A Rulebook for Arguments & The New Jim Crow
Qualities of an Educated Person & 
The Purposes of Education
Research Project 
(Thesis development & Annotated Bibliography) 

	Due Sunday 3/7 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate “Lockdown” in TNJC
Teaching Workshop Group 1: Generalizations in “Lockdown”
Annotated bibliography 1
Work on: This I Believe Action Project

	
Week 7
	
Monday
3/15
	
A Rulebook for Arguments & The New Jim Crow

Research Project
(Read ARA’s Extended Arguments & Argument Mapping)

	Due Sunday 3/14 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate “The Color of Justice” in TNJC
Teaching Workshop Group 2: Deductive Arguments in “The Color of Justice”
Thesis Assignment
Research Project: Equivalent of 2 new pages
Work on: This I Believe Action Project

	
Week 8
	
Monday
3/22
	
A Rulebook for Arguments & The New Jim Crow

Research Project

	Due Sunday 3/21 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate “The Cruel Hand” in TNJC
Teaching Workshop Group 3: Sources in “The Cruel Hand”
Annotated Bibliography 2 
Research Project: Argument Map (papers and creative projects)
Work on: This I Believe Action Project

	
	
Monday
3/29

	
SPRING BREAK

	
Week 9
	
Monday
4/5
	
Research Project
(ARA’s Oral Arguments)
	Due Sunday 4/4 (11:59pm)
Read and annotate “The New Jim Crow” chapter in TNJC
Teaching Workshop Group 4: Arguments by Analogy in “The New Jim Crow”
Research Project (equivalent of 3 new pages)
“This I Believe” Action project due

	
Week 10
	
Monday
4/12
	
Research Project
(Research Workshop Preparation)
	Due Sunday 4/11 (11:59pm)
Argument Map (draft 2) or equivalent of 2 new pages 


	
Week 11
	
Monday
4/19
	

Research Project
(Research Workshop with your Team)
	Due Sunday 4/18 (11:59pm)
Research Presentation Workshop


	
Week 12
	
Monday
4/26
	
Research Project
(Peer Review)
	Due Sunday 4/25 (11:59pm)
1rst Draft or Detailed Outline (no points, but percentage of your final grade on the project down 15% if you don’t turn it in on time. No recovery option.)


	
Week 13

	
Monday
5/3
	
Research Symposium
(dates and time TBD)

	Due at your Symposium
Work on Research Symposium

	
Week 14
	
Monday
5/10
	
Research Project

	Due Sunday 5/9 (11:59pm)
Work on Research Project 

	
Week 15
	
Monday
5/17
	Research Project
(Presentations)
	Due Sunday 5/16 (11:59pm)
Research Project Presentations (1/2 class)

	
Final

	
Thursday
5/20
2:45 -5pm

	
Research Project
(Presentations)
	Due Thursday 5/20 (2:45pm)
Research Project Presentation (1/2 class)
Final Research project 
Research Project Self-Assessment
Class Participation Self-Assessment







1

