San José State University
1. Humanities and Environmental Studies Departments
AMS/ENVS/HUM 159, Nature and World Cultures, Section 80, Spring 2021

Course and Contact Information
	Instructor:
	Sandy Brown

	Office Location:
	Clark 412K (note: office hours will be via zoom)

	Telephone:
	(831) 246-0399

	Email:
	sandra.l.brown@sjsu.edu 

	Office Hours:
	Wed 3:00-5 and by appointment

	Class Days/Time:
	Asynchronous

	Classroom:
	Online

	Prerequisites:
	Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE Areas R, S, & V shall be required of all students.

	SJSU Studies Category: 
	Area V (“Culture, Civilization and Global Understanding”) 




Course Description: 

This course encourages students to engage in “geographical thinking” to examine contemporary social and environmental challenges. Through an engagement with critical theory and case study analysis, students will consider questions of development and technology; population and resource distribution; human-environment interactions; and the causes and consequences of political and social conflict. We will explore relationships among culture, power, nonhuman life, history, technology, and ecology, to engage with contemporary debates about conservation and environmental management in the age of climate change. Throughout, we will discuss the ways that cultural notions of “nature” facilitate and impede efforts to address the ongoing effects of land degradation, climate change, and we will examine the ways that environments have served as anchors of cultural knowledge and fulcrums of institutional inequality. We will work to break down binaries between local/global, urban/rural, and global ‘North’/’South’ in order to develop a relational understanding of socio-ecological change and crisis, as well as the prospects for contesting social and environmental injustices across multiple scales. 
Catalog Description: The influence of industrialization and globalization on earth and the environment as seen through culture.
Technology for this Course: Canvas and Zoom
This course requires you to access the Canvas Learning Management System and audio and video feed through Zoom. Course materials, including the syllabus, assignments, readings, and more, will be posted on Canvas. All messaging and assignments will take place via Canvas.

Please Note: All students will be required to attend class using audio and video feed for discussion. Students should mute audio unless they are sharing, to reduce background noise. In some instances, students will be invited to disable video du:ring class film viewings, etc. 

GE/SJSU Studies Learning Outcomes : 
(GELO = General Education Learning Objectives)

Upon successful completion of this course:

1. Students shall be able to compare systematically the ideas, values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, technological developments, and/or attitudes of people from more than one culture outside the U.S.; 

2. Students shall be able to identify the historical context of ideas and cultural traditions outside the U.S. and how they have influenced American culture;

3. Students shall be able to explain how a culture outside the U.S. has changed in response to internal and external pressures; 

Course Assignments:
Virtual Classroom Participation (25%):

Due to the Covid19 pandemic, this course will be taught virtually and asynchronously. As such, our seminar discussions will take place primarily through Canvas. You will be asked to post written reflections and responses to specific questions to discussion boards set up for each week of the course and, occasionally, submit responses to reading quizzes. The discussion boards will ask you to engage with course material, including readings, media, and recorded mini-lectures that are intended to help situate these online discussions. As with in-class discussions, you will be expected to engage in curious and respectful dialogue with your classmates on a regular basis. One time during the semester, you will be asked to lead off the discussion with a question about the reading for that week. Participation activities cannot be made up if they are not turned in by the assigned deadline unless approved in advance by your instructor.
Office Hours Check In (5%): 
While we will not have an opportunity to work together in an actual classroom, I would like to meet you all via Zoom. Please sign up for office hours on the google form posted at the top of the Canvas Homepage. I will ask you to visit office hours at least twice during the semester, once individually in during the first two weeks of class and once with your Environmental Future term project team after Spring Break. Please note: If you are not available during regular office hours, I am always happy to make an appointment with you for an alternative time, so please message me to set that up if needed.
Media Activities (20%):
Occasionally throughout the course, we will view and engage a piece of media (a podcast, documentary, narrative film, animated movie, etc.). Viewing and listening guides for these activities will be available for these media on Canvas. Along with taking notes, these guides will ask you to compose reflection and/or connection questions that will support our Canvas discussion of these art forms.

Readers Reports (15%):
You will be asked to complete 3 of 4 Readers Reports over the course of the semester. Prompts will be posted on the Canvas site. Each post will take roughly 1-1.5 hours to compose, and will be your chance to demonstrate to me that you have completed the reading. Your finished Canvas post should be 2-3 paragraphs, and it should show that you are capable of analyzing key frameworks and passages from the given text. The second and third parts of these posts ask you about your experience as a reader, as well as your ability to locate the given text in conversation with other parts of the course. These posts will be due no later than 11:59 PM on the Friday of the corresponding week that the readings are assigned. Students can skip one Canvas post without penalty. Students who do not skip a post will have their lowest Canvas score dropped from their final grade.

Environmental Futures Group Project (35%) 
In an effort to build camaraderie in these challenging times, you will be asked to work in groups of 2-3 to complete a term project that synthesizes our work during the semester with external research. Each group will select a social movement that is attempting to craft a viable environmental future in the age of human-iduced climate change. Your group will work together to research, analyze, and produce an audiovisual presentation for your particular case, including the following components: 1) identification of the issue or problem and placing it in historical and geographical context; 2) identifying and analyzing the social movement response; and 3) the discourse around the issue and response (e.g. how is it represented or talked about in the media, within NGOs, social movements, and governments, and among affected people). You will 1) make a group presentation to your professor and your classmates and 2) each write a summary of your research. Your presentation should be structured in a way that is organized, easy-to-follow, and discusses key concepts, histories, and environments that are important to your chosen topic. This presentation will be followed by a brief research write-up that has three goals: to offer an overview of key findings from your research, to reflect on your research process, and to respond to peer-feedback on your presentation. There will be opportunities for peer review along the way. A full overview of the assignment will be posted to the Final Project module on the Canvas site.
Grading Breakdown:
	Category
	Percentage of Total Grade

	Virtual Classroom Participation
	25.00%

	Office Hours
	5.00%

	Media Activities 
	20.00%

	Readers Reports
	15.00%

	Environmental Futures Project
	35.00%


Class Department Grading Standards:
This course must be passed with a C- or better to qualify as an SJSU  General Education “V” requirement. 
· Your instructor will comment on and grade the quality of student writing as well as the quality of ideas being conveyed. 

· All student writing should be distinguished by correct grammar and punctuation, appropriate diction and syntax, and well-organized paragraphs.

· The differential grading scale defined in the SJSU Catalog ("The Grading System") is as follows:  Grades issued must represent a full range of student performance: A = excellent; B = above average; C = average; D = below average; F = failure.

   In written assignments, this scale is based on the following criteria:

A plus = 97 to 100 percent


A = 93 to 96 percent


A minus = 90 to 92 percent


B plus = 87 to 89 percent


B = 83 to 86 percent


B minus = 80 to 82 percent


C plus = 77 to 79 percent


C = 73 to 76 percent


C minus = 70 to 72 percent


D plus = 67 to 69 percent


D = 63 to 66 percent


D minus = 60 to 62 percent
· A = Excellent: The "A" essay is articulate and well developed with fluid transitions and a clear and persuasive use of evidence, which is drawn from the literary text itself, lecture materials (when appropriate), and research materials. An "A" essay contains a fresh insight that teaches the reader something new about the subject matter.

· B = Above average: The "B" essay demonstrates a good understanding of its subject, a clear and persuasive use of evidence, a certain level of ease of expression, and solid organization.  However, it usually lacks the level of originality and creativity that characterizes the insight found in an "A" essay. 

· C = Average: The "C" essay makes a good attempt at all the assignment's requirements.  It has a reasonable understanding of its subject matter but its ideas are frequently simplistic or over-generalized.  The writing style is also more bland and repetitive than the style shown by "A" and "B" essays and it often contains flaws in grammar, punctuation, spelling and/or word choice.  It may also use textual evidence out of context.

· D = Below average: The "D" essay is poorly organized and generally unclear.  It has inappropriate or inadequate examples, is noticeably superficial or simplistic, and/or contains some serious mechanical and grammatical problems.  A "D" essay may also reveal some misunderstanding of the assignment requirements.

· F = Failure: An "F" essay has not addressed the requirements of the assignment and is unacceptable work in terms of both form and content.

University Policies: 
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant information to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. is available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/ 
Late Work & Makeup Work: 

Every student is allowed one two-day extension once per semester on written work, but the student must give 24 hours’ notice that they are using their extension. All late work (including late makeup work) will have its final grade reduced by 10% for each day it is late. No assignments will be accepted more than a week out from their adjusted due date.

E-Mail Communication:

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (known as FERPA) requires careful protection of your rights and academic record. To protect your right to privacy, all of our communication will happen using our SJSU e-mail accounts. Please be sure to check your SJSU e-mail account regularly for updates about readings and changes to the course schedule.

Skills Prerequisite:
Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENG/LLD 100A with a C or better (C- not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE Areas R, S, & V shall be required of all students.
Student Technology Resources 
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center (Links to an external site.) at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.
SJSU Peer Connections  
Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience. You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis. Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics. A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC).

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B. Visit Peer Connections website (Links to an external site.) at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.
SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126 and 2nd floor, MLK Library. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website (Links to an external site.) at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. 
SJSU Counseling Services
The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building. Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis. To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website (Links to an external site.) at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.

Library Liaisons – both of these women can help you with whatever needs you have

Silke Higgins - Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu – to assist your interests/issues with research (Humanities)

Peggy Cabrera - peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu - to assist your interests/issues with research (Environmental Studies)

Books:
There are two books for this course. The required excerpts from Anzaldua will be available, along  other readings, at the course Canvas site.

Emma Marris, Rambunctious Garden: Saving Nature in a Post-Wild World, ISBN: 9781608194544 (note: This book will be available through the campus bookstore. You can also order it online. I recommend BookShop.org, a group of independent, local bookseller. Also available at Amazon)
Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza,ISBN: 1-879960-56-7 (note: I will post a PDF of the required portions of this book)
Media Access :
Please note: Due to restrictions on recording/showing films via Zoom during Shelter in Place, students may be required to pay a small rental fee ($2-3.99 each) for three films: “Even the Rain”, “Crude”, and “Woman at War”.

Changes to the Syllabus:
The schedule and procedures for this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. Any changes will be announced in class and announced on Canvas. If you are absent, be sure to check with one of your colleagues or with the Professor.
2. AMS/ENVS/HUM – Nature and World Culture, Fall 2019 – Class Schedule (Please Note: The date included in the schedule below reflects the day that seminar instructions and “mini lectures” for the corresponding week will be posted on Canvas)
	Week
	Week  of
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 
	Work Due

	
	
	UNIT 1: Empire and Nature: An Historical Perspective


	

	0
	Th 1/28
	Introduction to the Course (watch Intro video on Canvas)
	None

	1
	Tu 2/2


	Mini-lecture: Colonial Natures: Colonialism, Capitalism, Development (available on Canvas)
Reading: 
Mann, C. (2002), in The Atlantic Available at: https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2002/03/1491/302445/ 
Carney, J.A. and Rosomoff, R.N. (2009). “Introduction” pp. 1-5 and “Botanical Gardens of the Dispossessed” (pp. 135-138), In the Shadow of Slavery: Africa’s Botanical Legacy in the Atlantic World. Berkeley: University of California Press

Murphy (2011). “Environment and Imperialism: Why Colonialism Still Matters”
Viewing: “Terra Preta”: https://vimeo.com/87933397 
	Due Fri 2/5:
Readers Report 1

	2
	Tu 2/9

(note: drop deadline is 2/8)
	Mini-lecture: Agrarian Change: A Political Ecology Lens
Reading: Blaikie, P. and Brookfield, H. (1987). Land Degradation and Society.“Defining and Debating the Problem” pp 1-26
Blaikie (1995). “Changing Environments or Changing Views”

Exercise: Coding political-economic and environmental change: Facchine and Seville (2018). “Chilean villagers claim British appetite for avocados is draining region dry”Available online at https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/17/chilean-villagers-claim-british-appetite-for-avocados-is-draining-region-dry 
Podcast: Eleanor Ostrom "Governing the Commons"

	Due Fri 2/12:
1. Discussion Post

2. Coding Exercise

3. Ostrom Listening Guide

	3
	Tu 

2/16
	Mini-lecture: Uneven Development I
Reading: Davis, M. (2001). Ch. 9: “The Origins of the Third World”. In, Late Victorian holocausts: El Niño famines and the making of the third world. London and New York: verso: 279-310.
Film: Stephanie Black (2001), Life and Debt (80 min) (available through Amazon for $3.99)

 
	Due Fri 2/19:

Discussion Post

	4
	Tu 2/23
	Mini-lecture:  Uneven Development II
Reading: Anna Tsing, Friction, “Better you had brought me a bomb”
Michel Taussig, My Cocaine Museum, “Introduction” and “Heat”
Viewing: Joe Berlinger (2009), Crude: The Real Price of Oil, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvrZRvgwBS8 

	Fri 2/26:  
1.Discussion Post

2.Crude Viewing Guide

	
	
	UNIT 2: Knowing and Producing Nature: Ecology and Ethics on a Damaged Planet

	

	5
	Tu 3/2
	Mini-lecture: Territory, borders, boundaries
Reading: Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (pp 1-99)
	Due Fri 3/5:
Discussion Post

	6
	Tu 3/9 
	Mini-lecture: The Trouble With Wilderness
Reading: Emma Marris (2013), The Rambunctious Garden: Saving Nature in a Post-Wild World, Ch 1-3

Podcast: Radiolab, “Galapagos” (2014)
	Due Fri 3/12:
Discussion Post

Galapagos Listening Guide

	7
	Tu 3/16
	Reading: Marris, The Rambunctious Garden, Ch 4-7 
Viewing: Planet Earth II: Cities
To Do: Group Project sign ups, meet with you group
	Due Fri 3/19:
Project Proposals 

Cities Viewing Guide



	8
	Tu 3/23
	Reading: Marris, The Rambunctious Garden, Ch 8-10 
Viewing: The Nature of Things: Manufacturing the Wild 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrlLL65TlKQ&feature=youtu.be

	Due Fri 3/26:

Readers Report  

	No Class
	3/29-4/2
	Spring Break!
	

	9
	Tu 4/6
	Work on Group Projects (see instructions on Canvas)
	Due Fri 4/9
Project Outline, Draft 1 and Annotated Bibliography

	10
	Tu 4/13
	Mini-lecture: The Dialectics of Ordinary Disaster
Reading: Richard White, “Putting the River to Work” and “The Power of the River, in The Organic Machine (Ch. 2-3)

	Due Fri  4/16: 

Discussion Post



	11
	Tu 4/20
	Mini-lecture: Grass: A Short Introduction
Reading: Orlove, et al. (2002) “Ethnoclimatology in the Andes”, American Scientist
LaDuke, White Earth Land Recovery Project (selection TBA)

Film: Marian Cooper (1925), Grass: A Nation's Battle for Life

	Due Fri 4/23: 
Discussion Post 

Grass Viewing Guide

	
	
	UNIT 3: The New “Nature”: Social Movement Responses in an Age of Global Citizenship
	

	12
	Tu  4/27
	Mini-lecture: Global Citizenship
Reading: Schultz, J. (2009). Ch. 1: “The Cochabamba water revolt and its aftermath”. In Dignity and Defiance: Stories from Bolivia’s challenge to globalization. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Film: Irena Salina (2008) FLOW: For Love of Water, available at: https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=for+love+of+water+documentary#id=1&vid=d783be9a135adc59dfa02c06f70f48e6&action=click 

	Due Fri 4/30:
Discussion Post
FLOW Viewing Guide

	13
	Tu 5/4
	Mini-lecture: Carbon Colonialism
Reading: John Urry (2011), Climate Change and Society (selections)
Film: Mark Decena (2016), Not Without Us, available on SJSU Kanopy

	Due Fri 5/7:
Discussion Post

Not Without Us Viewing Guide

	14
	Tu 5/11
	Mini-lecture: Beyond Debate, Environmental Futures and Social Change
Reading:
Earth Guardians

Extinction Rebellion

350.org

	Due Fri 5/14:
3-5 Presentation Slides

Project Outline, draft 2



	15
	Tu 5/18
	Student Presentations and Semester Recap  

	

	Final Project
	Tu 5/25
	No Exam, Environmental Futures Presentations and Papers Due to Canvas, Tues 5/25 by 12pm (noon)
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