Fall 2003/04

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 105 |
RESEARCH METHODS |

Instructor: Brlan Colwell

e-mail: bcoiweiiﬂstmford edu (I'm good about checiqng 1t)
Class meetings: MW. 7:30-8:45 AM
Office hours:'M 9-9:30AM; W 9-9:30AM

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES: R R

- This course will: systemat;cally cover the basic elements of social science research
methodology. We will leamn about the necessary components of research methods to
understand, critique, design, and carry out sound research, This class will cover: eritically
reading research on justice issues, conceiving a w_orkable research question, selecting an
appropriate method for the research question, designing a research study, ethical issues faced
when conducting social science r’esearch, and how to make sense of research findings.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS _ o 3

In addition to partzczpatmg in the class dzscusswns and actxvmes on Mondays and
Wednesdays, you need to: complete the requu:ed readings prior to the class for which they are
assigned; complete a cumulative research project proposal that will be the compilation of
several interrelated assignments done throughout the semester, and take 1 in-class quiz and
two in-class objective format exams which will cover the readings and lecture materials. The
required projects can be on any of a range of topics, _dependmg upon your interests.

REQUIRED TEXT:
Maxfield, Michael and Earl Babbie. Research Methods for Criminal Justice and
Criminology, 3rd Edition. West/Wadsworth Publishing.

GRADING, MISSED EXAM & LATE ASSIGNMENTS POLICY

Only legitimately excused missed exams can be made up. My policy for what constitutes .
legitimate excuses generally include the following: your own serious illness or injury
(documented by a physwmn), a documented death in your 1mmed1ate farmly, unavmdab]e
documented, schedule conflict for SCHOOL related purposes (1 e. reqmred by athletxc team
to be on the road). Only under extreme and unavmdable emergency c1rcumsta.nces wﬂI you
be able to make up an exam fora legltlmate excuse if you have NOT gwen nouce of your
absence before the actual scheduled exam perlod You may on_ly n1__ake up 1 schedu_led__ fest
during the semester, so if you are not in attendance for rriofe than 1 scheduled é}iam, yﬁu

will receive zero points for any additional missed exams. Missed quizzes and midterms will



be taken on the final scheduled day of class during the class period. The make-up tests may
be in a different format than the original exams, The missed final period will be arranged if
necessary, and may also be in a different format than the original final.

The assignment deadlines are FIRM deadlines. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL
BE ACCEPTED unless there is a documented emergency (see above). Computer / printer
breakdowns are NOT legitimate emergencies. The final project will be graded down 10%
for each CALENDAR day late. You are responéibie for knowing any schedule changes for
exams or assignment due dates that were announced in class, even if you were not in
attendance.

Please familiarize yourself with the SISU policy on academic dishonesty, available
in pdf format-at: http://www.sjsu.edw/academic.html. It is also published in the SISU print
catalog. Use those rules and definitions to guide your conduct in this class. -

Your final grade for the course will be based upon your performances on the in-class
exams, the assignments, and the final project; as follows:

Quiz: 50 points maximum

Midterm: 200 points maximum
Final: 200 points maximum
Assignments: 200 points maximum (5 assignments x 40 pts.)
Final project: 150 points maximum

Total possible: 800 points

A range = 720 points or above
B range = 640-719 points

C range = 560-639pomts

D range = 480-559 points

F = 479 points or below

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF TOPICS / ASSIGNMENTS / DUE DATES (subject to

change if necessary):

WEEK 1 (Aug 25-27): Introduction to asking and answering research questions.
Read: By Wednesday: Chapter 1.

WEEK 2 (Sept.1-3); Theory and causation; reading social science research.
NO CLASS MONDAY. LABOR DAY.
Read: By Wednesday: Chapter 2..



WEEK 3 (Sep. 8-10): Introduction to research design.

Read: By Monday: Chapter 3.

Read: By Wednesday: Chapter 4

Assignment #1--your research question--due Wednesday, Sept. 10th.

WEEK 4 (Sep. 15-17): From concepts to measures.
Read: By Monday: Chapter 5.
Quiz: Wed. Sept 17th.

WEEK 5 (Sep. 22-24): Measurement 1ssues in criminal justice research.
Read; By Monday: Chapter 6. -

Assignment #2--the relevant i;’teramre' list-due Monday, Sept 22.
BRING ONE RESEARCH ARTICLE TO CLASS, Monday, Sept.22

WEEK 6 (Sept. 29-Oct. 1): Ethics and research.” .
Read: By Monday: Chapter 8 (note switch in chapter order).

WEEK 7 (Oct. 6-8): Introduction to data collection and experimental designs.
Read: By Monday: Chapter 9 up to page 218 (note switch in chapter order).
Read: By Wednesday: Chapter 7 (note switch in chapter order).

Assignment #3—single article summary--due Monday, Oct. 6th.

WEEK 8 (Oct. 13-15): Experimental designs.
MIDTERM: Wednesday, Oct 15th

WEEK 9 (Oct. 27-29); Probability sampling; survey research.
Read: By Monday: page 218-238 in ch. 9 & Chapter 10,
Assignment #4--the relevant literature synthesis--due Wednesday Oct. 29

WEEK 10 (Nov. 3-5): Nonprobability sampling; field research.
Read: By Monday: p. 238-242 of ch. 9 & Chapter 11.

WEEK 11 (Nov. 10-12): Field observations & research design independent work
Monday: Go to selected field site and take field notes.
Wednesday: Independent work on project design.



WEEK 12 (Nov. 17-19): Unobtrusive methods.
Read: By Monday: Chapter 12..
Assignment #5--the research design--due Wednesday, Nov 19.

WEEK 13 (Nov 24-26): Program evaluation & policy analysis,
Read: By Wednesday: Chapter 13.

WEEK 14 (Dec 1-4): Making sense of findings; Communicating research findings.
Read: By Monday: Chapter 14,

WEEK 15 (Dec 8): QUIZ/MIDTERM MAKE-UPS; FINAL PROJECTS
FINAL PROJECT DUE: Monday, Dec. 8th in class.

Final exam during scheduled exam period: Tuesday, Dec 16th, 7:15-9:30AM.
NOTE EARLIER STARTING TIME!



