SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE STUDIES

Corrections and Society (JS-104)
Fall 2008

Monday/Wednesday 1.30pm-2.45pm (MH 520)

Instructor

Dr. Alessandro De Giorgi


e-mail



degiorgi@hotmail.com 




Office Hours




Mon/Wed: 11.30am-1pm
(Business Tower) BT-451
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course offers a reconstruction of the main sociological theories about the transformations of punishment in Western societies. Drawing on the classic theoretical approaches developed, among others, by Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Norbert Elias, Michel Foucault, Georg Rusche and Otto Kirchheimer, we will analyze these transformations under a historical and contemporary perspective. 
On the historical side, the course will explore the birth of modern prisons, particularly as it has been described by the so called “revisionist” historiography of punishment. In particular, we will examine the transition from the torturous and bloody “spectacles” of punishment dominating the landscapes of modern Europe until the early 18th century, to the disciplinary practices of great confinement associated with the emergence of the penitentiary in the early 19th century. 
On the other hand, a critical analysis of the contemporary realities of punishment will lead us to scrutinize the changing functions and meanings of penal practices, inside as well as outside the United States. Making use of classical sociological texts as well as of recent documentaries and movies, this course will explore contested issues in the field of punishment (and of punitive practices more generally), such as the death penalty, mass-imprisonment, the rise of non-penal forms of custody (e.g., immigration detention), and the re-emergence of torture in the shadows of the war on terrorism. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES

The main objective of this course is to help students develop a sociologically and historically grounded understanding of contemporary penal practices. More specifically, our aim is to develop an understanding of punishment as a socially constructed and historically contingent practice. This means that we will analyze punishment not just as a reaction to crime, but as an active process through which society defines what crime is, and how it should be governed. In turn, this will allow us to develop a critical awareness of the differential impact of punishment on existing structures of racial, economic, ethnic, and gender inequality. To this aim, participants will be engaged in reading, thinking, discussing, and writing about the past and present of punishment, and about why, how, and whom societies punish.
REQUIRED READINGS
The required readings for this course are the following: 

· JS-104 Reader 

[Available at Maple Press, 481 E San Carlos Street, San Jose]

· Any material distributed in class or uploaded on Blackboard
SUGGESTED READINGS 

Historical

· M. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, Pantheon, New York 1978 
[King Library, 3rd floor: 365.643 Foucault]    

· G. Rusche – O. Kirchheimer, Punishment and Social Structure, Russell, New York 1969 
[King Library, 7th floor: HV8497 .R85]  
· M. Ignatieff, A Just Measure of Pain, Penguin Books, London 1989 

[King Library, 3rd floor: 365.942 Ignatieff] 
· D. Melossi – M. Pavarini, The Prison and the Factory, MacMillan, London 1981 
[King Library, 7th floor: HV9163 .M4413 1981]   

· P. Spierenburg, The Spectacle of Suffering, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 1984 

[King Library, 7th floor:  HV9710.A47 S64 1984]   
Contemporary

· D. Garland, The Culture of Control, Oxford University Press, Oxford 2001

[King Library, 7th floor:  HV9950 .G36 2001]  
· J. Simon, Governing Through Crime, Oxford University Press, Ofxord 2007

[King Library, 7th floor: HV6789 .S57 2007]  
· M.J. Lynch, Big Prisons Big Dreams, Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick 2007
[King Library, 7th floor:  HV9304 .L96 2007] 

· J. Simon – M. Frampton – I. Lopez, After the War on Crime, NYU Press, New York 2008
· B. Western, Punishment and Inequality in America, Sage Foundation, New York 2006

[King Library, 7th floor:  HV9471 .W47 2006]
· J.A. Chacòn – M. Davis, No One is Illegal, Haymarket Books, Chicago 2006

[King Library, 5th floor: JV6456 .A38 2006] 

Novels

· P. Thomas, Down these Mean Streets, Vintage Books, New York 1997

[King Library, 3rd floor:  974.71 THOMAS Thomas]

· N. Tramble, The Dying Ground, Strivers Row, New York 2001

[King Library, 3rd floor: FICTION Tramble] 

SUGGESTED MOVIES
· S. Lee, When the Levees Broke. A Requiem in Four Acts, 2006 

[Cambrian Media:  DVD 551.552 When]

· S. Lee, 25th Hour, 2002

[Almaden Media: DVD Twentyfi]

· H. Babenco, Carandiru, 2003

[King Library 3rd floor:  POR DVD Carandir]  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Assignment





Due



Percent of total grade
Test ONE (2 written questions)


10/15/08 (in class)

20% 


Test TWO (2 written questions)


12/08/08 (in class)

20%
Final Paper (5-10 pages written essay)

12/10/08 (at home)

40%
In-class questions (2 one-question tests) 

ONGOING
(in class)
20%
SPECIFICATIONS ABOUT COURSEWORK 
1) TESTS ONE AND TWO (20% + 20% of total grade): 
These tests will be done in class, and will consist of 2 questions. Each question will receive a grade ranging between 0 and 10 (for a maximum of 20 points for each test). You are kindly requested to come to class with your own blue-book on the dates the tests are due. 
Please note: during the tests no notes, no books, no laptops will be allowed. 

If one test is missed due to family/health/work problems, there is the possibility of a makeup test, reserved only to the students who adequately certify the reasons for their absence (e.g. doctor’s certificate, employer’s statement, etc.).  

2) IN-CLASS QUESTIONS (10% + 10% of total grade): 
These tests will be taken in class during the semester, without notice. Each test will consist of 1 question about one of the topics discussed in class. Each question will receive a grade ranging between 0 and 10 (for a maximum of 10 points for each test). 
Please note: during the tests no notes, no books, no laptops will be allowed. 

If one test is missed due to family/health/work problems, there is the possibility of a makeup test, reserved only to the students who adequately certify the reasons for their absence. (e.g. doctor’s certificate, employer’s statement, etc.).
3) FINAL PAPER (40% of total grade): 
The final paper will be done at home, and will consist of a written essay on a topic chosen by each student from a list made available by the instructor. The essay should be 5-10 pages long, double-spaced, typed in Word, Times New Roman (12 pts). 
Students should follow the APA style in preparing their essay (APA guidelines can be found at the following website: http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/resources/apa/APAREShome.html). 

In order for the paper to be accepted, you are requested to discuss your topic at least once with the instructor, during office hours. The discussion should take place before 11/24/2008. 
Please note: no papers will be accepted without previous discussion. 

4) EXTRA CREDITS:

Extra credits may be made available in the course of the semester. Students will be informed about this opportunity in class.  

MAIN GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF YOUR FINAL ESSAY 

(40% of total grade)

GENERAL INFORMATION
The final paper for this course should be a 5-10 pages essay, typed in “Word”, Times New Roman (12pts). 

Students are required to follow the APA standards (APA guidelines can be found at the following address: http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/resources/apa/APAREShome.html).    

Structure of the essay
Each essay should have a title and be divided into paragraphs. 

Typically, an essay will consist of: 

1) An introduction in which you will explain what your essay is about (present your topic, why it is relevant, and how you are going to deal with it);
2) A few paragraphs, in which you develop your argument, illustrating its relevance and showing adequate knowledge of the relevant theoretical approaches you apply in order to make sense of it;
3) A short conclusion in which you summarize your arguments and the main points you have submitted in the paper. 

Discussing your topic

In order to discuss your topic with the instructor, you are encouraged to take advantage of office hours. Please, consider that the instructor is always available to discuss what your topic is going to be, how you intend to proceed, and what sources you may use for your work. 

The discussion of your topic must take place no later than 11/24/2008.

No papers will be accepted without previous discussion.
Submission

The final deadline for submission is 12/10/2008. 

Late submissions will not be accepted.
Please note: submission must take place through turnitin.com (further information will be given in class).

Evaluation and grading of your paper 

The evaluation and grading of final essays will be based on the following elements:

a) Originality (relating ideas to issues; relevance of your topic; reflexivity and critique, etc.) 

b)Comprehension (concepts involved; understanding of main theoretical issues, etc.)   

c) Structure (appropriate use of sources; internal consistency, etc.) 

d) Clarity (presentation of your ideas; proof-reading; correct use of APA format, etc.)   

GRADING SYSTEM
A+ 
[96 – 100]
A 
[90 – 95]
A-
[85 – 89]

Excellent: demonstrates original thought, very good knowledge of literature and classroom material, excellent structure.

B+ 
[80 – 84]
B
[74 – 79]

B-
[69 – 73]

Good: some originality of thought, good knowledge of literature and classroom materials, good structure.
C+ 
[64 – 68]
C
[58 – 63]
C-
[53 – 57]
Average: little or no originality of thought, average knowledge of written and classroom materials, average structure.

D+ 
[48 – 52]
D
[42 – 47]
D-
[37 – 41]
Below average: no creative response, cursory attention to detail, insufficient knowledge of literature and class material, poor structure.
F 
[37 or below]
Does not meet minimum expectations for this course.
WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
IMPORTANT: You are expected to do the readings indicated in the weekly schedule in advance of each class. The readings will be discussed in class, and the instructor expects that all students will be able to participate with questions, comments, etc. 
Week 1
Introduction



M 08/25
General Introduction: Requirements/Grading/Attendance/Credits
W 08/27
Punishment and Society: A General Overview
[No readings required]
Week 2
Sociologies of Punishment 
M 09/01
No Lecture 
W 09/03
Punishment and Social Theory
[Reading: Garland, The Sociology of Punishment and Punishment Today, JS-104 Reader] 
Week 3 
Punishment, Solidarity, and Public Enemies (I)
 

M 09/08
Punishment and the Moral Boundaries of Society 


[Reading: Garland, Punishment and Social Solidarity, JS-104 Reader]
W 09/10
The Social Functions of Punitive Justice 



[Reading: Mead, The Psychology of Punitive Justice, JS-104 Reader] 
Week 4
Punishment, Solidarity, and Public Enemies (II)


M 09/15
Durkheim and Functionalist Theories of Punishment


[Reading: Durkheim and the Law (chapter 3, Crime and Punishment), JS-104 Reader] 
W 09/17
Why do Societies Need Enemies?


[Reading: Christie, Suitable Enemies, JS-104 Reader]





Week 5
Punishment as Public Spectacle (I)
 

M 09/22
Punishment and the “Spectacle of Suffering”


[Reading: Spierenburg, The Spectacle of Suffering (Chapter 3), JS-104 Reader] 

W 09/24
The Civilization Death


[Reading: Spierenburg, The Spectacle of Suffering (Chapter 6), JS-104 Reader] 
Week 6 
Punishment as Public Spectacle (II)


M 09/29
Punishment and the “Social Constraint towards Self-Constraint”



[Reading: Garland, Punishment and Sensibilities, JS-104 Reader]

W 10/01
The Return of the Cruel and Unusual 


[Reading: Linders & Groschwitz, The Return of the Spectacle?, JS-104 Reader] 
Week 7
Movie  


M 10/06
Errol Morris, Standard Operating Procedure (2008)


[Introduction and Part 1]
W 10/08
[Part 2 and Discussion]
Week 8 
Recap and Test 1


M 10/13
Question Time/Recap


[Readings: JS-104 Reader/Weeks 1-7]
W 10/15
Test One: 2 Short-Answer Questions [20% of total grade] 
Week 9 
Radical Histories of the Prison (I)


M 10/20
Materialist Criminology: An Introduction 

 

[Reading: Lynch, Marxist Methods and Concepts in Criminology, JS-104 Reader]
W 10/22
Prisons, Factories and the Penal System 



[Reading: Garland, The Political Economy of Punishment, JS-104 Reader]
Week 10  
The Political Economy of Punishment: Past and Present


M 10/27
Punishment and Social Structure in Historical Perspective


[Reading: Rusche, Labor Market and Penal Sanction, JS-104 Reader]
W 10/29
Mass Imprisonment, Welfare, and Labor Market in the US 




[Reading: Western, How Unregulated is the US Labor Market?, JS-104 Reader]


Week 11
Movie 
M 11/03
Ken Loach, Bread and Roses (2000)


[Introduction and Part 1]
W 11/05
Ken Loach, Bread and Roses (2000)


[Part 2 and Discussion]
Week 12 
Knowledge, Power and Control

M 11/10
Power, Bodies and Punishment 



[Reading: Garland, Punishment and the Technologies of Power, JS-104 Reader]
W 11/12
Discipline and the Birth of the Modern Prison


[Reading: Garland, Punishment and the Technologies of Power, JS-104 Reader]
Week 13
Radical Histories of the Prison (II)

M 11/17
Corrections and “Docile Bodies”
[Reading: Foucault, Discipline and Punish (Chapter 1), JS-104 Reader]
W 11/19
Discipline, Surveillance, and Panoptical Societies


[Reading: Foucault, Prison Talk, JS-104 Reader]
Week 14 
Special Session: Writing a Paper


M 11/24
Writing a Paper: Sources/Structure/Style/References/Plagiarism


[No Readings] 
W 11/26
 No Lecture
Week 15
Movie 
M 12/01
Stanley Kubrick, A Clockwork Orange (1971)


[Introduction and Part 1]
W 12/03
Stanley Kubrick, A Clockwork Orange (1971)


[Part 2 and Discussion]
Week 16
Recap and Test 2


M 12/08
Question Time/Recap


[Readings: JS-104 Reader/Weeks 9-15]
W 12/10
Test Two: 2 Short-Answer Questions [20% of total grade]. 
Final Paper Due [40% of total grade]
STUDENT CONDUCT 
Attendance: According to University policy F69-24 “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading”. Attendance is taken at each class meeting using sign-in sheets. 
Etiquette: While in class please turn your cell phone off. If your laptop has wireless access you may use it to access information relevant to the discussion, but please do not read emails, newspapers or other non-class related material during class. Students are encouraged to speak up with questions and comments, and to respond to points raised by other students. However, the maintenance of an effective discussion space in class requires all of us to act with respect for everyone else in the room.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES
Course Add/Drop Statement

Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class. Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites. However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped. You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 
Academic Integrity Statement

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University. As such, students are expected to perform their own work without the use of any outside resources. Academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and demonstrate a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor: therefore, they will not be tolerated under any circumstance. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity. Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University. 
The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see the instructor and visit:

http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
American with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.

Student Rights and Responsibilities
The full statement on Student Rights and Responsibilities may be found at: http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm
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