Research Methods

Justice Studies 105, Section 1

MH 526 Wednesdays 3:00-5:45pm

San Jose State University Fall 2008

Instructor: Natasha Kutina





         Office: MH 527
Office Phone:
 (408)924-3225


        Office Hours: W 5:45-7:00PM
Email: natashak@oesonline.com (Preferred)       


      or by appointment
Justice Studies Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
Course Description and Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with basic research methodology in criminal justice and social science.  It will cover the essential elements of methodology necessary to understand, critique, design, and conduct reliable research.  We will study various research designs, different types of data, ethical considerations of social science research, and how to interpret research findings.

Successful completion of this course will enable students to recognize, critique, and utilize scholarly research in criminal justice and social science; to identify appropriate methods for different types of research; and to design a research proposal. 

Prerequisite:

BUS 90, STAT 95, SOCS 15, OR SOCI 102 (or equivalent)

Required Text and Materials:

American Psychological Association. (2002). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Maxfield, M., & Babbie, E. (2005). Research methods for criminal justice and criminology (5th ed.). Belmont, CA: Thompson Wadsworth Learning.

Additional Readings and Handouts:

Additional readings and handouts will be announced in class.

Course Requirements:

Lectures and Readings: Students are responsible for attending all lectures, participating in class discussions and activities, and completing all assigned readings.  If you are unable to attend a lecture, it is your responsibility to obtain the notes from your peers.  

Assignments:  In order for students to better understand research methodology and to assess students’ progress throughout the course, written assignments will be required.  In total, there will be 4 assignments distributed throughout the semester.  These assignments will be conducted by students in groups.  Students are also responsible for knowing assignment due dates and if there are schedule changes, even if absent.

Article Critique:  The article critique is designed to assess students’ ability to identify and critically evaluate scholarly journal articles.  The critique will be completed by students individually.
Research Proposal:  The research proposal is designed to assess students’ ability to conduct a comprehensive examination of a specific criminal justice issue and apply proper research method techniques.  The proposal will be an elaborated compilation of assignments #1-4.  This project will be completed by students in groups.  Students will also be required to complete a short presentation on their topic.  

Exams:  There will be a midterm and final exam which may, but not necessarily, consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer or essay questions.  These exams will each require a Form 882 scantron, and blue book which are available at the Spartan Bookstore.  

A missed midterm exam can only be made up if a legitimate absence can be substantiated. Legitimate excuses generally include the following: your own serious illness or injury (documented by a physician); a documented death in your immediate family; unavoidable and documented conflict that is school-related (i.e., required by athletic team to be on the road). Only under extreme and unavoidable emergency circumstances will you be able to make up the exam if you have not provided a legitimate excuse prior to your absence.  Makeup exams will be a different format from original midterm exam. 
All assignments, including the article critique and research proposal, will be graded based on content, proper formatting, college level spelling and grammar, and proper use of APA citations and references.      
All assignments including the article critique and research proposal will not be accepted past the due date!
Grading:

Assignments:

200 points Maximum (4 X 50 points each = 200 total points) 

Article Critique:

50 points Maximum

Midterm Exam:

50 points Maximum

Final Project:

200 points Maximum
Final Proposal:

50 points Maximum
Final Exam:

50 points Maximum


Total Points Possible: 
600 points

A  Range: 540-600 points

B  Range: 480-539 points

C  Range: 420-479 points

D  Range: 360-419 points

F   Range:  359 points and below
Keep Track Of Your Points!

Assignment #1 (Due 10/1):
​​​​​​​​​​​​​    ________
Article Critique (Due 9/17):  ________

Assignment #2 (Due 10/22):  ________
Midterm (10/15):

    ________

Assignment #3 (Due 11/5):
    ________
Research Proposal (12/10):
    ________

Assignment #4 (Due 11/19):  ________
Final Exam (12/16):

    ________
Final Presentation (Due 12/3 or 12/10):  ________
Extra Credit: 

Extra credit will be available throughout the semester.  These assignments will be distributed in-class only.  Extra credit will not be accepted late.
E-Mail Policy: 
Please feel free to e-mail me at any time (I check my e-mail often from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm); however, please include in the “subject line” the course number, your name, and a specific description of your inquiry or comment (e.g., JS105, Natasha Kutina, research question). Any e-mailed assignments must be sent in one of the following formats as a separate attachment: Microsoft Word or Microsoft Works. Do not copy and paste any assignments into an e-mail!
Add/Drop Information:  Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.  Friday September 5, 2008 is the drop deadline.  You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
Students with disabilities:  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please see me as soon as possible.  University policy (Presidential Directive 97-03) requires that students with disabilities must register with SJSU’s Disability Resource Center (DRC) to establish a record of their disability.  The DRC will work with you to determine the disability, document it, and determine the services and accommodations necessary for your success.  The DRC may also contact me to determine the types of consideration necessary.  In most cases, students should register with the Center during the first three weeks of the semester.  The DRC Web site: http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/
 

Cheating and plagiarism (Academic integrity):

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests or quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will both fail this course and be reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
JS 105 Fall 08 Tentative Class Schedule:




In Class






Homework

	8/27
	Overview of Syllabus

Brief Overview of Research Proposal

Lecture: Scientific Inquiry
	Read Chapters 1-2

(3) Potential Research Topics: Due 9/10

	9/3
	Distribute Article Critique 

Utilizing Library Databases

Article Summaries and Critiques 

APA Citations and Format

Lecture: Theory and CJ Research
	Read Chapter 3

Article Critique: Due 9/17



	9/10
	Groups and Potential Research Topics Due via Email

Videos: Stanford Prison Study and Milgram Study

Lecture: Ethics and CJ Research
	Read Chapter 4

Finish Article Critique

	9/17
	Article Critique Due
Distribute Assignment #1

Lecture: Issues in Research Design
	Read Chapter 5

Assignment #1: Due 10/1 

	9/24
	Groups: Reliability and Validity

Lecture: Concepts, Operationalization & Measurement
	Read Chapter 7

Finish Assignment #1

	10/1
	Assignment #1 Due

Distribute Assignment #2

Lecture:  Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs
	Read Chapter 8

Assignment #2: Due 10/22



	10/8
	Distribute Midterm Review

Lecture:  Sampling
	Study for Midterm!



	10/15
	Midterm (Chapters 1-5 and 7)
	Read Chapter 9

Finish Assignment #2

	10/22
	Assignment #2 Due

Distribute Assignment #3

Lecture: Survey Research and Asking Questions
	Read Chapter 10
Assignment #3: Due 11/5

	10/29
	Lecture: Field Research
	Read Chapter 13

Finish Assignment #3

	11/5
	Assignment #3 Due
Distribute Assignment #4 

Lecture: Interpreting Data
	Read Chapter 11

Assignment #4: Due 11/19

	11/12
	Lecture: Agency Records, Content Analysis and Secondary Data

Groups: Content Analysis
	Read Chapter 12

Finish Assignment #4

	11/19
	Lecture: Evaluation Research and Problem Analysis

Assignment #4 Due
	Read Chapter 6

Work on Research Proposal  

	11/26
	Research Proposal Check in

In Class Handout Lecture: Measuring Crime
	Work on Research Proposal

	12/3
	Presentations
	Finish Research Proposal

	12/10
	Presentations

Research Proposal Due
	Study for Final Exam!

	12/16
	Final Exam (Chapters 6 and 8-13)

12:15-2:30pm Tentative
	


