JS 159: Senior Seminar
Course Syllabus

Fall 2008

T/TH:  12:00-1:15

Professor:  
Mark E. Correia, Ph.D.

Office:

McQuarrie Hall 508A

Hours:

T/TH: 8:15-10:15 

Telephone:
(408) 924-1350
Email:
mark.correia@sjsu.edu

Course Description
Almost everyone has an opinion concerning crime and the questions we seek to answer: what is the problem, what are the causes, what should be done to reduce or even eliminate crime?  However, when concerning policy, these varying opinions make it difficult to build consensus about the steps that should be implemented.  Much of the difficulty, which evolves from such conflict, reflects the varying values and beliefs each of us possess.  As a result, the policy cycle is continuous and, hence, ever changing.  This course is designed to familiarize the student with different ideologies and the various crime control programs designed under their influence.  

Further, the class will explore the empirical results of many contemporary crime control proposals.  In so doing, the class will seek to answer three questions: what determines the crime control policies we pursue, are they effective, and how persuasive are the arguments people make about what should be done about crime?  

In the end, the student should develop a greater understanding of the larger social ramifications of criminal justice issues, as well as develop a more comprehensive and informed perspective.

Learning Objectives
Student will develop:

1. The ability to critically analyze contemporary problems and policies regarding the criminal justice system.  

2. A comprehensive understanding of the influence of politics on crime policy.

3. The ability to articulate his/her political ideology in regard to crime policy.

Required Materials

Currie, Elliott (1998).  Crime and Punishment in America.  New York, NY:  Henry Holt and       


Company.
Reiman, J. (2006).  The Rich get Richer and the Poor Get Prison.  Needham Heights, MA:  


Allyn and Bacon.

Walker, S. (2006).  Sense and Nonsense About Crime and Drugs, 6th ed.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth.

Students will be required to access Blackboard for this course.  If you do not currently have a Blackboard account, please go to http://online.sjsu.edu/welcome/gettingstartedce6.htm and follow the instructions to create an account. The contents and schedule of this course are subject to change—any changes will be posted on Blackboard.  

Suggested Materials

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2001). 5th Edition. (Or any other manual on APA writing style).  These are available in the reference section of the bookstore or can be found online at www.apastyle.org.

Course Requirements

Lectures:
Since this is a capstone course, lectures will be interactive; that is, students will be required to participate throughout the course.  The lectures will be based on the material listed by the corresponding date. 

Participation:
While attendance is not required (you can’t participate if you are not here), it is assumed that you are prepared and willing to answer course-related questions when called upon and, when appropriate, to take part in class discussions.  You will be required to discuss and critique the assigned readings and to prepare a Most Important Topics (MIT) list of 3 topics per class section. 

Obviously, in order to participate, you must be in attendance, however, merely attending does not constitute participation and is not factored into your grade.  Actual discussion showing your knowledge of the subject matter and/or asking probing, intelligent questions is considered participation (note:  this means that you should have read the material prior to each class meeting).

The participation requirement requires that you read each chapter and identify three MITs that can be discussed in class—these are topics that you believe to be particularly insightful and important.  For each MIT, you will need to both describe your topic and explain why you have chosen this topic.  In terms of description, you will need a minimum of one paragraph that utilizes key words and phrases that help to identify the topic.  As for explanation, you will need to defend why you have chosen the topic.  The purpose of the MITs is to assist you in participating in class discussion.  I will randomly collect the MITs in class—hence, if you are not in class, you cannot turn them in.  Your MITs for each reading will be on separate pages and points will be based on the number of insightful comments for each topic. 

In Class Writing Assignments:  Throughout the course, there will be numerous “free-writing” assignments assigned at the beginning of the class.   The purpose of these assignments is to assess the student’s knowledge of a specific topic.  Students will be required to discuss their writing with the class.

Policy Paper:  You will be required to prepare a policy paper social and/or criminal (which must be approved by the professor).  This paper will review the empirical literature on the topic, and will formulate new or improved policies based on the empirical evidence.  The goal of the paper is to establish relationships between and among important variables and to policy implications based on these relationships.  This paper must be an original paper written specifically for this course.  The paper should not exceed 15 pages, must be double-spaced and should be completed in APA style, 12-point Times New Roman Font.  Deviations from these requirements are not suggested and will result in a failing grade. 

Presentation:  A formal presentation (10-15 minutes) of your policy paper will occur on the dates outlined in the syllabus.  The purpose of the presentation is to describe the research reviewed with respect to methodology, findings, limitations and policy implications. Your presentation may include the use of note cards, charts and graphs.  It is strongly suggested that you do not read your presentation to the class, this will result in a failing grade.  You are required to distribute a brief outline (1-2 pages) and a reference page to the class prior to the presentation.  You should be prepared to answer questions regarding your paper after the presentation.

Email:  I will accept assignments via email according to the following protocol.  Deviations from this protocol will not be accepted and your email will be bounced back to you:

1. Subject Line:  This line will contain the student’s name, course and the assignment number.  For example, Mark Correia, JS 159, Policy Paper.

2. Format:  All papers sent electronically must be saved in .doc or .rtf.  I will not accept papers saved in .wps, .wpd or pasted into an email.
3. Email Address:  mark.correia@casa.sjsu.edu.

4. Confirmation:  I will send out a confirmation receipt for those emails with assignments that I have received within 48hrs.  If you do not receive a confirmation, your assignment was not received.    

5.
Responsibility:  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that the assignment is properly attached to the email.  If the assignment is not attached and received by the due date, the assignment will be considered late.
Grades: Course grades are based on the criteria listed below.  Please note that a grade of C- must be earned to fulfill this course requirement.  

Policy Paper

30%

Paper Presentation
10%

In Class Writing

10%

Participation

30%
 

MITs

20%


Note to Students:  I have listed my email address and office hours for your convenience.  At all times, I will be available via email (and will respond within 72 hours).  If you cannot make my office hours, nor have access to email, please set up an appointment.  While I may be in my office at other times, I may not be available to meet.
Course Outline

Week #1

Aug. 26:

Course introduction and syllabus overview

The Politics of Crime in American Society

Aug. 28:

What is Public Policy?







Required Reading:  See Blackboard*

Week #2

Sept. 2:

Public Policy, Politics and Crime





Required Reading:

Walker, Chapt. 1   








 See Blackboard*

Sept. 4:

Public Policy, Politics and Crime





Required Reading:

Walker, Chapt. 1   








 See Blackboard*

Week #3
Sept. 9:
 Goals of the American Criminal Justice System




Required Reading:  Walker, Chapt. 2

Sept. 11:
Myths of Crime and Criminal Justice Policy




Required Reading:  See Blackboard*

Week #4
Sept. 13:

Criminal Justice Theology:  Conservative




Required Reading: Walker, Chapts. 5 and 6

Sept. 18:

Criminal Justice Theology:  Conservative




Required Reading: Walker, Chapts. 7 and 8

Week #5
Sept. 23:

Criminal Justice Theology:  Liberal




Required Reading: Walker, Chapts. 11 and 12

Sept. 25:

Criminal Justice Theology:  Liberal




Required Reading: Walker, Chapts. 9 and 10



Paper Topic Descriptions

Week #6  
Sept. 30:

Criminal Justice Theology:  Radical




Required Reading:  Reiman, Chapts. 2, 3, 4, & Conclusion

Developing a Clearer Understanding of Crime in America
Oct. 2:

Institutions, Crime and America:  An Overview of Micro and Macro




Influences




Required Reading:  Walker, Chapts. 3 and 4





Be prepared to discuss your topic in class
Week #7

Oct. 4:
In class writing assignment


Oct. 9:

In class writing assignment
Week #8

Oct. 14:

The Average American Family?  




Required Reading:  Walker, Chapts. 2-4; Reiman, Chapt, 1









See Blackboard*





Determine Seminar Paper Presentation Order

Oct.16:
Does Family Structure Matter?  The Influence of Family in America




Required Reading:  See Blackboard*




Working Title and References Due 

Week #9

Oct. 21:
The Importance of Neighborhood Structure




Required Reading:  See Blackboard*
Oct. 23:

Schools, Education and American Society





Required Reading:  See Blackboard* 

Week #10

Oct. 28:

The Relationship of the Economy and Crime




Required Reading:  See Blackboard*




Discussion on Presentations

Oct. 30:

Pulling it all Together:  American Institutions and Crime
Week #11

Nov. 4:

Policy in Action: The Liberal Approach




Required Reading:  Currie, All
Nov. 6:

Policy in Action: The Conservative Approach




Required Reading:  Blackboard
Week #12

Nov. 11: 

Veteran’s Day:  No Class

Nov. 13:

ASC Conference:  No Class

 
Week #13

Nov. 18:

Seminar Paper Presentations
Nov. 20:

Seminar Paper Presentations
Week #14

Nov. 25:

Individual Meetings

Nov. 27:

Thanksgiving Break

Week #15

Dec. 2:

Seminar Paper Presentations
Dec. 4:

Seminar Paper Presentations
Week #16

Dec. 9:

Seminar Paper Presentations




Seminar Papers Due

Week #17

Dec. 16:
 Scheduled Final Exam 9:45-12:00


Syllabus Addendum
Grading:
 In order to receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be completed.  Failure to complete any of them may result in a failing grade for the course.  Paper and course grades may be disputed at the instructor’s convenience (or during office hours).  It is important to note, however, that upon review, the instructor reserves the right to increase as well as decrease the grade in question.  Late assignments and papers will not be accepted nor any extra credit provided.
Academic Dishonesty:
  The “I got caught cheating” policy for this class is swift, severe, and certain: that is, if you cheat, chances are very good that you will be caught and punished with a failing grade for the assignment and potentially the course.  In addition, plagiarism is absolutely unacceptable.  If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, please contact the professor—while many students are ignorant of this offense, ignorance is not an excuse.  I have several speeding tickets that prove this point!

Academic Integrity:  Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment that practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action that could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see me and/or visit: http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
Course Add/Drop Statement:  Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.

You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 

ADA:  “If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.”

Electronic Devices:  Please turn off all cell phones, pages, PDA’s or any other electronic device that “makes noise”.  While I commend those of you who have mastered text messaging, the use of these devices during class is disruptive and will not be tolerated.  If I see you text messaging, I will ask you to leave the room.  The use of computers in the classroom will not be allowed.

Classroom Etiquette:  Class motto:  “Treat others as you think they would like to be treated”.  Yes, this is a spin on the ever popular, but not so empathetic phrase.  This is a time to open your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so please take advantage of this opportunity.  Further, please be respectful of others and show them common courtesy.  I firmly believe that the learning process is enriched by discussion, but damaged by arguments.  Respect and professionalism are the guiding principles of this class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated, if you are late, do not disturb class—wait until break to enter the classroom.

Written Work:  I understand that many of our students have very busy lives, filled with work and family obligations.  I understand that “school work” is difficult to fit in to an already full schedule.  With this said, I do expect quality work from everyone.  Write every paper as though it is your best paper ever and be proud of your paper and work that you complete for this course. 

As a side note:  I am well aware of the websites that offer papers to students and have software that allows me to compare papers I receive to the thousands of databases of papers that exist.  Trust me, it is not worth your effort, chances are, I will find out.  All papers that are turned in to this class will be submitted to turnitin.com.  Please see the course website for additional information.

+/- Grading:  This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages:

95-100:

A


70-73:

C-

90-94:

A-


67-69:

D+

87-89:

B+


64-66:

D

84-86:

B


60-63:

D-

80-83:

B-


0-59:

F

77-79:

C+

74-76:

C


