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Course Description:
The nature of criminal justice and criminology necessitates a wide range of methodological approaches in both quantitative and qualitative research. This course has three main objectives. The first goal is to review research methods and ensure that students are comfortable with the basic processes of traditional sociological research. This part of the class will expand on JS 105 by introducing the student to a range of different types of research. The second goal is to familiarize the student with the methods of program evaluation and policy analysis. Finally, the class will prepare the student to construct an independent research project in accordance with either of these methods and begin survey construction and preliminary data collection. In the following semester, JS 203 will build upon the foundations provided in this class and focus more specifically on data analysis using statistical techniques. 
Texts:
APA (2005 or later) Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association
Berk & Rossi (1998) Thinking About Program Evaluation, 2nd Ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Maxfield & Babbie (2006) Basics of Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Walters (1998) Measuring Up: Governing’s Guide to Performance Measurement for Geniuses (and other public managers) 

Weiss (1998) Evaluation, 2nd Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
Various PDFs of research articles from empirical journal to be distributed as necessary.
Course Requirements:

Attendance and Participation (20%): Critical reading, thinking, and writing involve a number of practical skills.  These skills must be practiced to be developed and maintained.  Students are expected to keep up with class reading, and to attend all class meetings well prepared to contribute to the classroom exchange of ideas and information.  Therefore, attendance and participation is essential in order to pass JS202. This is particularly important given that the class meets only once a week.

Seminar Lead (20%): Students will be required to lead at least one class discussion on the assigned readings – specifically integrating the ancillary readings (empirical articles) into the topic area for that week. Leading a seminar will require students to not only understand the material, but also present a lengthy discussion and analysis of the reading to the class. This assessment item includes the creation of a review sheet of bullet points for each article, and a short analysis to distribute to the class.

Article Critique (15%): There will be a tremendous body of empirical research available on your chosen topic, whether it is basic or evaluative research. In order to become familiar with the nature of the evaluation research conducted in justice related fields, students will be required to critique an existing study. While not necessary, it will be most helpful to you to choose an article on the same topic of your project. The specific directions for the article critique will be distributed on a separate sheet. 
Research Project (30%): Students will be required to participate in an independent research project. This might include traditional sociological research or an evaluation of a local justice related program. The specific topic will need to be discussed with and approved by the instructor in the first few weeks of the semester. Although not necessary, students may work in groups of two or three if desired. If working in groups, remember that the specific focus of the project and final write up will still need to be completed independently.  The final write-up will include a description and discussion of the research design and method, extensive literature review of relevant existing research, and discussion of preliminary data collection (and potentially analysis). 
Presentation (15%): Students are required to present their research project to the class during the dates specified in the schedule below. The presentation will allow the students to discuss their project with the rest of the class. An outline of your presentation should be distributed to the class and the presentation should be limited to 30 minutes. 
Course Add/Drop:  Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.  You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 

Academic Integrity:  Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University. As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources. Students are not permitted to use old tests or quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated. It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity. Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University. The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
ADA: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03requires that students with disabilities register with DRC to establish a record of their disability. 
Late work policy: Deadlines are firm, late papers will not be accepted and presentations will not be rescheduled without a university recognized excuse (extenuating personal circumstances due to own or family health; athletic excursion etc). 
Extra Credit: THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE

Grading: In order to receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be met. Failure to complete any of them may result in a failing grade for the course. 

Course Schedule: Each class will consist of a short lecture on the assigned reading and a longer seminar style discussion (led by students) on the assigned ancillary reading from the ‘empirical article bank’ (to be distributed as necessary). 

	Week
	Date 
	Topic/discussion points
	Reading assignments

	1
	8/28
	Policy evaluation and research methods; why it’s relevant to your career objectives; introduction/overview of the course
	

	2
	9/4
	Demand for evaluative research; purpose of traditional research; purpose of evaluation; difference between research and evaluation; process vs outcome evaluation; criminal justice and social inquiry
	Walters (all)

Babbie (ch 1)

Weiss (ch 1, 2)

	3
	9/11
	Key concepts and terminology of evaluations; general issues in traditional research design
	Babbie (ch 3)

Berk (ch 1, 2)

	4
	9/18
	Concepts, operationalisation and measurement; chronological perspectives of testing new and ongoing programs; understanding programs; planning evaluation; units of analysis
	Babbie (ch 4)

Berk (ch 3,4)

Weiss (ch 3, 4, 5)

	5
	9/25
	Overview of Data collection; sampling; developing measures
	Babbie (ch 6)

Weiss (ch 6, 7)

	6
	10/2
	Experimental and quasi-experimental design; randomized experiments
	Babbie (ch 5)

Weiss (ch 9)

	7
	10/9
	Asking questions; qualitative v quantitative research; survey research methods
	Babbie (ch 7)

	8
	10/16
	Qualitative methods including field research; participant observation; complete observation; interview; case study 
	Babbie (ch 8, 9)

Weiss (ch 11)

Yin (ch 1, 2, 7, 8)

	9
	10/23


	Policy Analysis and Program Evaluation in detail
(Correia covers, ATSA CONFERENCE)
	Babbie (ch 10)

Weiss (ch 10)

	10
	10/30


	Interpreting data; preliminary data analysis; introduction to measures of central tendency and dispersion; univariate descriptive analysis; inferential statistics; preview of JS 203; SPSS (demonstration only)
	Babbie (ch 11)

Weiss (ch 12)

	11
	11/6
	Dissemination of findings; how to write a research proposal/report; telling the story for academics, practitioners, media, colleagues. Guide for preparation of presentation (which will include your literature review, methods so far, initial results, any early trends)
	Weiss (ch 13)

	12
	11/13
	NO FORMAL CLASS: Data collection and analysis, write papers, preparation of presentation, instructor available for individual student conferences 
	

	13
	11/20
	NO FORMAL CLASS: Data collection and analysis, write papers, preparation of presentation, instructor available for individual student conferences
	

	14
	11/27
	In-class Presentations (part 1)
	

	15
	12/4
	NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING 
	

	16
	12/4
	In-class Presentations (part 2)                     
	papers due


	A+
	97-100%

	A
	93-96%

	A-
	90-92%

	B+
	87-89%

	B
	83-86%

	B-
	80-82%

	C+
	77-79%

	C
	73-76%

	C-
	70-72%

	D+
	67-69%

	D
	63-66%

	D-
	60-62%

	F
	-60%
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