Patrick Timmons, Ph.D.


ptimmons99@gmail.com
Office Location: BT 454


Office Hours:
M / W 8.15am to 10.15am
Tel.: (408) 924 2950
JS 115

Critical Issues and Ideas in Justice

Clark Hall 302 – M/W 10.30 – 11.45am
Catalog Description

Interdisciplinary
, historical and comparative examination of justice concepts and controversies, including the state's role in promoting justice and perpetuating injustice; legitimate versus illegitimate violence; human rights, stateless persons, and the international community; the relationship between social justice and criminal justice.
Seven Items for your Consideration (in other words, rules)…
1. Timmons is here to help. Your success is his principle concern.
2. Be curious; ask questions. Let your curiosity guide you; do not worry about being “wrong” or “right” when you make answers or comments.

3. Take notes at all times. (Don’t come to class if you are not prepared to take notes. If you need assistance with note taking strategies contact your peer mentor, consult a more experienced peer, consult the professor, or go to the Learning Assessment and Resource Center (LARC) or the Writing Center (Clark Hall, First Floor.) In University classrooms you should always be prepared to take notes and your notebook and syllabus must be the first things you consult as you prepare for the first minutes of class.
4. Reasonable people can disagree with each other and still communicate with each other.

5. Do not expect to be “spoon-fed” information. Using your notes, always look up that which you do not know. Do NOT use Wikipedia (more on this later); do use Encyclopedia Britannica, available through the SJSU Library website.

6. SJSU is growing in reputation and importance, demonstrated by increasing demand by many students in the Bay Area and beyond. Your use of the words “hard,” “difficult,” or “boring” will signal that you do not respect the challenges of the University.

7. Regarding assessment, my concern lies with your abilities to read and write about different forms of primary and secondary sources. You will NOT be tested by multiple choice tests (a Scantron® machine will NEVER “read” your work in this class, only a human being will); emphatically there is no “open-book testing.” Come to office hours, speak to me after class. Discussion and debate are the hallmarks of this class.
Course Description
This required class
 in Justice Studies offers students a primary and secondary source-based
, interdisciplinary inquiry into how human individuals and societies identify justice and injustice in various periods and places. The course focuses upon the thorny relationship between truth, knowledge, and power, asking how practices associated with these concepts—such as official report writing—might jeopardize or reinforce understandings of “justice.” In this class we ask the extent of the affects of the dynamic forces of truth, power, and knowledge, deployed and experienced by humans as they struggle to define, understand, and realize justice within various social, economic, political, and cultural contexts.
 At all times, students are encouraged to draw their own conclusions through reading, contemplation, and assessment of various sources: books, scholarly articles, journalistic exposés of corruption, and songs.

The class offers Justice Studies’ students opportunities to engage in the criticism
 of the practice and study of justice and injustice in the modern world. The course has been designed with the following three student learning objectives in mind:

(A) improve critical thinking skills by enhancing your capacities for primary and secondary source-based analysis, through three five minute in class papers

(B) deepen writing ability, assessed by the composition, execution, and interpretation of sources in two written papers and an eight page portfolio.
(C) encourage engaged, active reading, assessed by a worksheet for Units One and Two.
The course eschews a focus solely on the United States, opening inquiry into different national and transnational events and contexts.
The course has been designed to facilitate your transition to the University. The course will quickly establish, argue, and demonstrate the rigorous requirements of a university education. Peer mentors (your fellow students) who have already taken this class in Fall 07, and I, are committed to your success in this class.
Preparation

You must prepare for this class by being diligent. That is, you must assess your schedule and the amount of time each month, week, and day, which you must set aside to do the reading and the various assignments. You must read ahead of the syllabus. The material has been selected to stimulate you, and often the reading is filled with intensely disturbing material. While some of the readings might seem long, a judicious reading schedule which you devise at the beginning of the semester and constantly re-assess according to your needs and demands will help you with these readings.

Remember: nothing ventured, nothing gained. If this course challenges you, then it has achieved its purpose.
Method of Instruction
Two meetings a week comprise the central activity of this course. The class time will be spent contextualizing and examining the reading for any given day.
Reading
The bare minimum for this course is the three required course books, stated below. However, if you do not read the material from the beginning of the course, you are likely to be lost when you come to the three required books. The schedule of classes also includes strongly recommended and other required reading available at a reader at Maple Press at 481 E San Carlos St. (We do not use WebCT or Blackboard in this class.) The amount of strongly recommended (SRR) material for reading may seem daunting. However, the course will be taught according to a method which allows you to choose between two different approaches to the strongly recommended reading.

What happens in class? During the class time, I will present my examination of the reading to you. (That’s why it is called a lecture.) I will pull out what I think are the most significant aspects of the reading. I will also attempt to place the reading in academic, political, social, and cultural contexts (among others), trying to see where the text came from, what other sources, voices, or themes, the source is in dialogue with. My analysis of the reading will attempt to be critical: that is, I endeavor to describe and observe the readings through careful judgement. I will call on you in front of the class to answer questions that I pose.
Two practical approaches to the reading.

Given the amount of reading, and that many students have a significant number of competing demands on their time, you can elect to either do the reading or not do the reading for any given class day. It is neither practical nor reasonable in this University to expect you to do all the reading all the time. Having written that, though, this class is trying to cultivate critical minds, so the preferred option is to do the reading and come to class. Why?

If you do the reading for a particular day, you can observe whether or not my presentation of the reading is precise and accurate. You can quiz me in class or out, about why I decided to choose to present the reading in a particular way. If you do the reading, you can compare and contrast my approach to one reading to another reading. You can also go beyond the text itself, placing it within your own frameworks of understanding. In other words, you will be engaging in critical analysis.
If you don’t do the reading you should definitely come to class. But your approach will have to differ from those who did do the reading on a particular day. But why should you still come to class? This class is structured around the reading. This means that each class day there is a reading listed, you know that I will spend the class critically appraising the reading. I will be doing this in a way which does not assume that you have done the reading. You can still ask questions, of course, because it might be that my presentation of the reading confounds your understanding. If so, even without doing the reading, you can still work your way to some understanding of the reading. You should recognize, however, that in doing this you will be one step away from a critical approach. Why? You are leaving the interpretation of the reading to the professor or your colleagues.
A university education demands that we encourage, provoke, and generate independence and originality; we recognize that you are responsible for developing the conceptual tools and critical thinking skills which comprise your ability to exercise judicious assessment. The important thing is that you not ignore the readings but exercise judicious assessment of which ones you will do, and which ones you will not do.

Peer Mentors
To help you succeed in this class, I have recruited a group of students familiar with my teaching style, familiar with the needs of the department, and familiar with the SJSU experience.
These peer mentors are available to help orient you in the course. They are available by e-mail, and they will hold once-monthly study sessions. They are not teaching assistants. While they can help proof read your material you have to ask them to do that, and they have no role in determining your grade for this class. We hope that you will take advantage of the knowledge and skilful expertise your peer mentor has developed over years of study at this and other universities.

The peer mentor assignments will occur in the second class.
Course Requirements

This is a four unit course. The course has more requirements than a three-unit class.
To achieve the highest grade in this class, an A+, you will need to do the assigned readings, watch the films, and do all the graded assignments. Additionally, the professor has prepared reading worksheets which will be e-mailed to you, and that will help your comprehension of the readings.
To receive a grade in this class you must hand in all the assignments. Failure to hand in all of the assignments will significantly diminish your grade and might result in a grade of “F.”
Required Readings

The readings have been chosen because they are accessible, vibrant accounts about manifestations and implications of humanity’s relationship to justice and injustice.
Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2007. ISBN: 0374531269.
Mark Danner, The Massacre at El Mozote. New York: Vintage Books, 1994. ISBN: 067975525X
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died that Night: A South African Woman Confronts the Legacy of Apartheid. New York: Mariner Books, 2004. ISBN: 0618446591
Strongly Recommended Readings
These are identified on the schedule of classes. There is SRR for almost every class meeting. The readings, along with worksheets for each of the readings, are available in the Maple Press Reader, 481 E San Carlos St.)

Highly Recommended Films (Some will be Shown in Class)
Films are available at the IRC to the North West of Clark Hall.
El Laberinto del fauno. (Pan’s Labyrinth) 2006, dir Guillermo del Toro.

Available at the IRC.
Cry Freedom (1987), dir. Richard Attenborough.

Required. Watch on your own.
Available on Reserve at the IRC.

Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others) (2006), dir. Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck.

Shown in Class on Monday 21 and Wednesday 23 April.

Also available on Reserve at the IRC.
Discovering Dominga (2002), dir. Patricia Flynn. (Not at IRC).
Shown in Class on Monday 10 March. Not available at IRC.
Rashomon (1950), dir. Kurosawa Akira.

Shown in Class on Monday February 25.

Also available on Reserve at the IRC.

The Trials of Henry Kissinger (2003), dir. Eugene Jarecki
Screening in Class on Wednesday February 27.
Also available on Reserve at the IRC.

The Wind that Shakes the Barley (2006), dir. Ken Loach.
Also available on Reserve at the IRC.
Voces Inocentes (Innocent Voices) (2004), dir. Luis Mandoki.
Screening in Class on Monday 7 April.

Also available on Reserve at the IRC.
Graded Work

There is no multiple-choice testing for this class.
There is no “open book” testing for this class.
Participation Writing Papers







15%

Three Five Minute In-Class Papers worth Five Percent Each of the Final Grade.

Impromptu.

Fulfills SLO A
Units One and Two: Concepts and Methods

Due 02/25


15%

Worksheet on Readings for these Units

Fulfills SLO C

Unit Four: Controversies – Central America

Due 04/07


15%

Essay: (3 pages, double spaced)

“This House Believes that United States Officials Must Be Held Accountable for the Inhumane Way the Cold War was Fought in Latin America.”

(Half the class will argue for the proposition, half the class will argue against the proposition.)
No matter your answer, explain the implications associated with your answer.
Fulfills SLO B

Final Paper: The Paths to Reconciliation

Due 05/20


15%
Compare and Contrast the Paths to Reconciliation in Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone and Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died that Night. (3 pages, double spaced).
Fulfills SLO B

Portfolio





Due 05/05


40%
Choose one book, one film, one song, and one interview (published or broadcast) to write about in a critical manner. Do NOT use books or material that you have come across in another class. Go to the library – search out material.
Fulfills SLO B.
Grading Scale for All Assignments
By letter. Percentage amounts.

A
90 - 100

Excellent, demonstrates original thought, superior command of written and classroom material, clarity and erudition in a structured presentation in all forms of work.


A+
97 – 100


A
94 – 96


A -
90 – 93
B
80 - 89

Above average, some originality of thought, solid command of written and classroom materials, developed structure in all pieces of work.

B+
87 – 89


B
84 – 86


B-
80 - 83
C
70 - 79

Below average, little or no originality of thought, faltering command of written and classroom materials, awkward structure in some pieces of work.

C+
77 – 79


C
74 – 76


C-
70 – 73
The JS Department requires students to have a C- in core classes to graduate.

Non-passing grades for purposes of the core:

D
60 - 69

Well below average. No creative response. Cursory attention to detail. No appreciation for scholarship.

F
59 or below

Does not meet minimum expectations for this course.

Late Work

No work will be accepted after the due date. Please adhere to all stipulated due dates which have been established in order to facilitate grading. If you are in any doubt about due dates and times please check with the instructor.
Makeup Exams/Tests
There are no exams/tests in this class.
Course Calendar

Spring 2008
	Day
	Class Theme
	Assignment Due

	W Jan 23
	Justice: The Images and Realities
	Read Greensheet / Pick up course books / Purchase reader from Maple Press, 481 E San Carlos St.

	M Jan 28
	Pedagogical Issues: Escape to the University
	Reading: Why is it such a challenge? / Meet your Peer Mentor / Establish E-mail Contact with Peer Mentor

	
	
	

	Unit One
	Foundational Concepts
	

	W Jan 30
	Justice and History
	Unexpected Connections
Read: Job Advertisement, Office of Special Investigations, Department of Justice, Washington, DC, 2007. Reader.
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/getjob.asp?JobID=60665607&brd=3876&AVSDM=2007-08-08+15:36:31&sort=rv&vw=d&q=latin+america+special+investigations&Logo=0&FedPub=Y&FedEmp=N&ss=0&TabNum=6&rc=5

	M Feb 4
	Justice and Political Organization
	Aristotle

Read

Aristotle, Extract from Politics. Reader. SRR.

	W Feb 6
	Justice, the Nation-State, and the Human Condition
	Stateless People: The Partition of the Indian Sub-Continent, August 1947.

Read: William Dalrymple, Extracts from City of Djinns: A Year in Delhi. Reader. SRR.
Listen:

BBC World Service, World Stories, “Letter from Partition,” July 2007 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/documentary_archive/6918667.stm


	Extra Credit
	
	

	Wed Feb. 6th, 7:30pm to 9:30pm.
	Ishmael Beah in Conversation with Journalist Angie Coiro
Location: Barrett Ballroom, SJSU Event Center
	“Author of A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Beah shares his devastating experience as a child soldier in Sierra Leone and his subsequent release from the army to a UNICEF rehabilitation center.”

Tickets for Students are $10. Go to this page for more information: http://www.montalvoarts.org/events/7/


	Unit Two
	Studying Justice
	Methods of Studying Justice: Anthropology, Political Science, History

	M Feb 11
	Knowledge and Power: 
	What is “truth” when the Historical Record is Fractured?
Read:

James West Davidson and Mark Hamilton Lytle, “Introduction,” and “Prologue: The Strange Death of Silas Deane,” in After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection (Boston: McGraw Hill, 2004). Reader. SRR.

	W Feb 13
	Culture as Explanation: Justice as Culturally-Sanctioned Violence
	Mamdani, “Chapter One: Culture Talk,” in Good Muslim, Bad Muslim Reader. SRR.

	M Feb 18
	Culture as Concept: Reading Justice as a Sacred Symbol through Culture 
	Read:

Geertz, “Ethos, World View, and the Analysis of Sacred Symbols.” Reader. SRR.
Listen: Johnny Cash, “The Man Comes Around,” track one from The Man Comes Around (2002).

	W Feb 20
	Language of Justice
	The Coining of the Term Genocide

Read: Samantha Power, Chapters 1 through 5, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide. Reader. SRR.


	Unit Three
	Criticism & Power
	Does a critical approach to justice demand an ethical and moral approach to power?

	M Feb 25
	Disputes about Justice
	Screening of Akira Kurosawa, Rashōmon (1950)

Worksheet on Readings for Units 1 and 2 Due

	W Feb 27
	Denial 1
	Watch: The Trials of Henry Kissinger.

	M Mar 3
	Denial 2
	El Mozote: Ray Bonner and Susan Meiselas.

Mike Hoyt, “The Mozote Massacre: It was the Journalists’ Word against the Government’s,” Columbia Journalism Review Jan. – Feb. 1993
http://backissues.cjrarchives.org/year/93/1/mozote.asp
SRR

	W Mar 5
	Suppression
	“Dark Alliance”: The Case of Gary Webb, the CIA, Crack Cocaine, and the San José Mercury News, 1996 – 2004.

Read: “Dark Alliance,” Series of Articles from Mercury News in 1996. Reprinted in Reader. SRR.
Listen:

Black Eyed Peas Featuring Justin Timberlake, “Where is the Love,” 2003.

Listen:

Immortal Technique, “The Fourth Branch,” from Revolutionary Vol. II (2004).


	Unit Four
	Controversies – Central America in the 1980s
	State Violence and Human Rights Reporting

Read: Mark Danner, Massacre at El Mozote.

	M Mar 10
	Survivors’ Voices
	Rio Negro, Guatemala, 1982: Denese Becker

Watch: Discovering Dominga (2002), dir. Patricia Flynn
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2003/discoveringdominga/index.html
El Mozote, El Salvador, 1981: Rufina Amaya
Listen:

NPR Weekend Edition Saturday, “Rufina Amaya, Survivor of the El Mozote Massacre,” 17 March 2007, 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=8972597

	W Mar 12
	The United States in Central America during the Cold War
	How does the Cold War in Latin America help us Understand the War on Terror?

Read:
Patrick Timmons, “Empirical Findings: Interview with Greg Grandin,” Texas Observer 14 July 2006. Reader &
http://www.texasobserver.org/article.php?aid=2261


	M Mar 17
	Nicaragua and the Contras
	Iran Contra
Watch:

Frontline Documentary, Our Forgotten War.
Read: Mamdani, “Chapter Two: The Cold War After Indochina,” Good Muslim, Bad Muslim. (Reader)

	W Mar 19
	El Mozote
	Read:
Danner, Prologue through Chapter Five.

	M – F 24 to 28 Mar
	Spring Recess
	No Class.

	M Mar 31
	Cesar Chávez Day
	Campus Closed.

	W Apr 2
	El Mozote
	Read:
Danner, Chapter Six through Chapter Nine.


	Unit Five
	Controversies – Child Soldiers
	The Psychology of Mass-Killing

	M Apr 7
	Children and War
	Screening of Voces Inocentes (Innocent Voices) (2004).

Essay on the Accountability of U.S. Officials Due

	W Apr 9
	The Logic of Mass Murder
	Lecture: Psychological Approach

Read, Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone, page 1 through Chapter Seven.

	M Apr 14
	Sierra Leone, 1990s
	Screening of Zach Niles and Banker White, Sierra Leone’s Refugee All Stars: A Documentary (2007).
Read:

Beah, A Long Way Gone, Chapter Eight through Chapter Fifteen.
Listen:

Sierra Leone’s Refugee All Stars, Living Like a Refugee (2006). Available on iTunes and at

http://www.sierraleonesrefugeeallstars.portmerch.com/stores/home.php

	W Apr 16
	Memoir as Justice
	Read:

Beah, A Long Way Gone, Chapter Sixteen to End.


	Unit Six
	Controversies – Social and Political Justice through Criminal Justice?
	Reconciliation through Reflection: Clinical Psychology as Prism, Testimony as Method

Read: Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died that Night.

	M Apr 21
	Apartheid in South Africa
	Cry Freedom (part one)
Comparison and Contrast on Child Soldiers Due

	W Apr 23
	Apartheid in South Africa
	Cry Freedom (part two)

Read: Gobodo-Madikizela, Preface and Chapter One.

	M Apr 28
	A Human Being Died that Night
	Read:

Gobodo-Madikizela, Chapter Two through Chapter Four.

	W Apr 30
	A Human Being Died that Night
	Read:

Gobodo-Madikizela, Chapter Five through Epilogue.

	M May 5
	Reconciliation through Truth
	South Africa’s Truth Commission

Portfolio Due

	W May 7
	Catch Up Day
	

	M May 12
	Conclusion
	Final Thoughts and Review. Discussion to prepare for final paper.

	T May 20
	09:45 – 12:00
	Final Paper Due: A Comparison of The Paths to Reconciliation in A Human Being Died that Night and A Long Way Gone (5 pages).

Culminating Activity


University Policies
Course Add/Drop Statement

Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.

You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
Academic Integrity Statement

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University. As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources. Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated. It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity. Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University. The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
To understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see me and/or visit:

http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
American with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.

Student Rights and Responsibilities
“The classroom is the essential part of any university. Both freedom to teach and freedom to learn should flourish in the classroom. The professor has the right and responsibility to control the classroom; however, as this control is exercised, the rights of students as set forth in this document should not be denied. 

A. Students have the right to consistent and judicious evaluation by the instructor. 

B. Students are free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in courses of study. They may be required to know the material set forth by the instructor, but they are free to reserve personal judgment as to the truth or falsity of what is presented. 

C. Students have the right to have faculty meet their classes at the scheduled times and make presentations appropriate to the course. When circumstances require cancellation of a class, the instructor shall make an effort to notify students. 

D. While faculty and administrators have primary responsibility in curricular matters, students shall have opportunity for participation in revising and improving the curriculum by serving on operational curriculum committees. 

E. Students are responsible for meeting standards of academic performance established for each course. Performance in the course shall be the sole criterion by which students are measured and the professor shall take no action to penalize students because of their opinions or because of their conduct outside the classroom in matters unrelated to the class. Students have the right to a course grade which is a just measurement of performance in the course. 

F. Information about a student's performance, views, beliefs, and political association which professors acquire in the course of their work as instructors, advisers, and counselors is considered confidential. 

G. Students enrolled in a class may be denied admission to the classroom or may be expelled for the remainder of a class period only for considerations relevant to the educational purposes of the class. A faculty member may recommend to the Dean of Student Services that a student be permanently withdrawn from a course if after suitable warning a student's disruptive actions are determined to be in violation of the University policy on "Student Discipline Relating to Conduct on State University Campuses". 

H. Students have the right to have instructional faculty schedule a reasonable number of office hours for student conferences.”

The full statement on Student Rights and Responsibilities may be found at:

http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm
� In this class “interdisciplinary” is understood to mean an attempt to bridge the distance between humanities and social-science approaches to critical justice issues. The foundation for this interdisciplinary inquiry emerges from the humanities (for the underpinning of this approach consult the professional training of this professor), deals primarily with the human condition (roughly how and why human beings understand the dilemmas and disputes that confront them over time), and attempts to demonstrate why the humanities, with their concern for sources which help explain time, place, action, and meaning, expands how social scientists approach their research in so-called “Justice Studies.”





� For incoming students from Fall 07 onwards. Previous incoming students may take this class as an elective.





� Part of the purpose of this class is to introduce you to primary and secondary sources, and their interpretive and empirical value for the study of justice. The reading about Silas Deane and the accompanying worksheet assess this objective.





� We shall understand society, politics, economics, and culture as the four main spheres of human activity.





� For criticism, the second meaning from the full Oxford English Dictionary (OED) works best for this class, “The art of estimating the qualities and character of literary or artistic work; the function or work of a critic.” By helping you with the assessment of literary or artistic work, you will be honing your critical faculties, hence the title of this class.
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