Dorian Dreyfuss, M.A., J.D.
Office: 525 MacQuarrie Hall

Phone(408)924-2947 Email: Dreyfussda@aol.com
Fax (408)924-2953

Class Time: Wednesday 5:30-8:15 Room 526 MacQuarrie Hall

Office Hours: Wednesdays 3:00-5:30 or my appointment

Students are welcome to drop in anytime-I teach M,W,F.

Spring 2008

JS 136

VIOLENCE AND HATE IN THE FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course examines abusive relationship, community response, justice system policy and preventive interventions. Topics include domestic violence, child abuse and neglect, elder abuse, rape, hate crimes and gang violence. It fulfills Area S: “courses to meet areas R,S, and V of SJS studies must be taken from three different departments or distinct academic units.”
GE STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After successfully completing the course, students shall be able to:

1. Describe how identities (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability and age are shaped by cultural and societal influences

Within the contexts of equality and inequality: (course learning objective 1 and 3)

2. Describe historical, social, political, and economic processes producing diversity,

Equality, and structured inequalities in the U.S. (course learning objective 2)

3. Describe social actions which have led to greater equality and social justice in the U.S. (i.e.religion, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, age)
(course objectives 4 and 5).

4.  Recognize and appreciate constructive interactions between people from different cultural, racial, and ethnic groups within the U.S. (course learning 

Objectives 5 and 6).

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1. Define and differentiate the abuse of power and the use of violence based upon

Gender, ethnicity, race, religion, class, sexual orientation, disability and age.

       2    Identify how historical, social, psychological, economic and political factors have

influenced the recognition of and response to each type of abuse  

      3.   Review current knowledge about the consequences of violence and effects on

            Victims from diverse backgrounds.

4. Develop self –awareness about their own prejudicial attitudes and behaviors that
Tolerate and promote abusive relationships.

5. Explore and evaluate ways that individuals from diverse backgrounds and communities can prevent and intervene in each type of abusive and violent

Relationship.

6. Critique the current justice system response and propose ways in which greater equality and justice can be achieved in each type of abusive relationship. This involves reviewing:

a) Statutory law

b) Role of Law Enforcement

c) Criminal, family and dependency court proceedings

d) Auxiliary services offered by child protective, victim’s advocate and family court agencies.

Writing assignments will require students to demonstrate their understanding of the course learning objectives 1-6 as stated above. Other experiences that develop mastery of the objectives will include small group discussions, class presentations, court observations, analyzing case studies, reviewing films and class debates.

COURSE CONTENT

The course is divided into five parts that range over the life span of individuals in diverse socioeconomic, ethnic and racial communities:

-infant and child neglect and psychological maltreatment including physical 

             And sexual abuse.

            -neighborhood gang violence and hate crimes motivated by religious, racial and

             Sexual orientation discrimination and prejudice during adolescence and young

             Adulthood.

            -Date rape and sexual violence between any age partners  including gays and

              Lesbians.

            -Violence, stalking and psychological terrorizing in dating, cohabiting and 

              Marital partnerships.       

            -Abuse of the elderly and handicapped in the family and care institutions.

Recurring themes are social discrimination on the basis of gender, religious, racial and

Ethnic background, socioeconomic status, disability, age and sexual orientation. The

Dynamics of power and control in relationships and social and historical processes and

Institutions that legitimize the abuse of power provides the basic framework for the

Analysis of all violence and abuse. An understanding of how infant and child development is compromised by witnessing abuse and being the object of abuse provides a complementary developmental understanding to help explain the inter-

Generational cycle of abusive relationships. A further theme is the development of civic
Responsibility in individuals and groups to recognize and respond effectively to violence in diverse communities and the development of awareness of attitudes and beliefs that support and or hinder social action.

PREREQUISITES
Students must have passed the Writing Skills Test-WST, and have upper division 

Standing of 56 units completed and have completed their core GE classes.  Students are

Also required to have completed or be co-enrolled in 100W.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Wallace, Harvey(2008), Family Violence, legal, medical and social perspectives.5th edition, Boston, Pearson.
Buzawa & Buzawa(2003), Domestic Violence, the criminal justice approach. 3rd edition

Sage Press.

Levin, Jack(2007), The Violence of Hate, confronting racism, anti-semitism and other forms of bigotry. 2nd edition. Sage Press.

Recommended Reading

Martone(2005), Loving Through Bar, children with parents in prison, 1st edition,

Santa Monica Press.

Bernstein(2005),All Alone in the World, children of the incarcerated, 1st edition,

The New Press.

McCorkle(2002), Panic, the social construction of the street gang problem, 1st edition,
Prentice Hall.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A midterm and a final exam will cover lecture materials, guest speakers, readings and videos. They will consist of multiple choice and true/ false questions. Please bring an 882 Scantron. There is also a paper assignment in which students will choose a book from the instructor’s list and using concepts, theory and interventions learned in the course apply them in a critical analysis of their book. A separate handout will accompany this assignment. Finally, a group project in which students present a powerpoint presentation on a topic approved by the instructor is also required. A separate handout will be provided for this assignment too. The exams will be graded on a class generated curve and students will know their class standing at all times. No exam may be missed unless there is prior notice given to the instructor  and proper University Approved documentation. Missed exams may be retaken on the last day of class only. The Instructor has the discretion to change the format of the makeup exam from multiple choice to essay. Sleeping through exams never constitutes a valid excuse!
I expect students to take thorough  notes and have a study group which incorporates note sharing. Please do not ask me for my powerpoint slides! If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes and keep yourself appraised on changed assignments, dates or course requirements. I plan on having a webpage soon, but its not up yet. Incompletes are given at the instructors discretion if 2/3’s of the course requirements have been completed. PLEASE WATCH CAREFULLY FOR THE ADD AND DROP DATES.
Midterm


25%

Final



25%

Paper



25%


Class presentation

25%

Please be aware that I consider professional ethics very important, as such, recycled papers or presentations, and cheating on exams results in an automatic “F”. It is the sole discretion of the instructor whether the student will receive an “F” in the class  and be referred for University Disciplinary Action. Students should be aware that future employers will access  student records, and indiscretions may follow you through a lifetime.
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Please be prepared and punctual. Turn off your cell phone, especially in classroom 526.

I encourage thoughtful discussion and response to lectures. This is an interactive class-don’t be surprised if your called on to respond to a question. Those who participate regularly may have their final grade enhanced by ½ grade point. PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE COURSE MATERIAL COVERS SENSITIVE AND PROVACATIVE ISSUES. AS SUCH, IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE TO BRING CHILDREN TO CLASS. STUDENTS MAY ALSO HAVE PARTICULAR SENSITIVITIES TO THE CURRICULUM. PLEASE BRING IT TO MY ATTENTION OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE UNIVERSITY COUNSELING CENTER IF IT INTERFERES WITH YOUR ABILITY TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THE CLASS.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Students with disabilities who need accommodation must register with the Disability Resource Center, document it, and determine the services and accommodation needed for student success. The DRC will contact the instructor with the types of consideration needed. Students must register with the Center during the first three weeks of the semester. Their wedcite is : http://www.drc.sjsu.edu

EXTRA CREDIT
Students may do a Court Observation in Juvenile Dependency Court. (10pts)

There will be a handout on this opportunity.

Throughout the semester I will make students aware of new books, films and plays which may be relevant to our curriculum and the subject of a reflection paper (10pts)
Tours of agencies and interviews with personnel who work in our area of study such as  the Bill Wilson Center may be the subject of a 2-3 page paper. (10 pts).

****Note to students: the course schedule may be adjusted as the semester proceeds, please have a study buddy to keep you up to date.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 

Jan 23


Introduction/class mechanics/policies





-Historical perspectives on family violence




 Customs, practices, policies & law





-Text: Buzawa Cp. 4; Levin Cp. 1
Week 2

Jan 30


Overview of Family Violence





-Social Construction





-definitions, controversy, major concepts





-Text: Wallace Cp. 1



Child Abuse & Neglect




-definitions





-death review teams/examples of case studies





-Text: Wallace Cp.2&4
Week 3

Feb.6


Child Neglect & Child Sexual Abuse





-Welfare & Institutions Code





-legal response





-mandated reporting, interventions





-review book choices for paper





-Text: Wallace Cp.3, 5, 6, 

Week 4





Feb.13


Domestic Violence




-Spousal/intimate partner abuse





-gay/lesbian abuse





-sibling abuse





-juvenile intimate partner abuse





-Legal interventions





-D.V. Court/policies and practices





-Text: Wallace Cp. 9; Buzawa Cp.2-3, 13, 16




-FINAL CHOICE ON BOOK
Week 5

Feb.20



-GUEST SPEAKER





-Police & District Attorney Response





-Arrest, prosecution issues





-Cp.Buzawa Cp. 5-9

Week 6

Feb.27



Complete Week 5 material





-Cont. Prosecutor’s response





-Buzawa Cp.11-15




-GUEST SPEAKER

Week 7


-Child witnesses to violence & impact of parental

March 5


Incarceration.





Handout





-Same sex abuse





Wallace Cp. 12





Review for Midterm

Week 8


MIDTERM

 March 12


time permitting start Elder Abuse





Wallace Cp. 11

Week 9


Finish Elder Abuse

March 19


-institutional treatment





-family dynamics/legal resources for the elderly





-Stalking/dynamics, victim, legal protections/sanctions





-Text: Wallace Cp. 11, handout, 
MARCH 24-28 

SPRING BREAK

Week 10


Review of requirements for class presentations

April 
2


Gang Violence; impact of PC186.22; social construction





Of gangs & consequences of the Calif.’s Street Terrorism 





Act.





Handout of Articles





Reserve Articles in library

Week 11


Sexual Violence/rape/child pornography

April 9


Text: Wallace Cp.8&14





Reserve Articles in library




PAPERS DUE

Week 12


Hate Crimes/typologies/social construction/law/policy

April 16



Text: Levin Cps.2-3





Video: Shadow of Hate
Week 13

April 23


Class Presentations





Small Group Discussions

Week 14

April 30


Class Presentations





Small Group Discussions

Week 15

May 7



LAST DAY OF CLASS





FINISH PROJECTS-EXTRA CREDIT DUE!




MAKE UP EXAMS





REVIEW FOR FINAL





FINAL EXAM WEDNESDAY MAY 21 5:15-7:30

2

