JS 159:  Senior Seminar in Justice Studies

MH 526, Mon./Wed. 10:30-11:45

 SJSU, Spring 2008

Instructor:

William Armaline, Ph.D.

Office:  MH 513

Office Hours:  Mon./Wed. 8:30-10:30

(or by appointment via email)

Email:  warmali@yahoo.com
INTRODUCTORY NOTES FROM INSTRUCTOR:

(1) All out-of-class correspondence (scheduling changes, room changes, and so forth) from instructor to students will be done through university email and/or peoplesoft announcements.  Be sure to have this mail forwarded to whatever address you tend to check, and/or make sure to check this address regularly.  Thank you.
(2) For all students with special and/or personal needs of any kind:  please do not hesitate to meet with me such that I can help put you in contact with available campus resources and facilitate an enjoyable experience for everyone.  This is also an open invitation to all students—my door and email are always open to students with questions, concerns, suggestions, etc.  I encourage you to take advantage of this invitation…
The Subjective Stance of the Instructor on Pedagogy (teaching) and ‘Justice Studies’:

(1) THIS COURSE REQUIRES THE DISCUSSION OF MATURE AND CONTROVERCIAL TOPICS AND MAY INCLUDE THE USE OF MATURE LANGUAGE AND SUBJECT MATTER.  Issues covered in this course include (but are not limited to):  adult and child sexual and physical abuse, provocative political content, police/correctional brutality and torture, and so forth.  We will also be reading materials and watching films that include mature content.  IF ANY OF THIS MAKES YOU UNCOMFORTABLE, PLEASE ARRANGE TO SPEAK WITH THE PROFESSOR (all concerns will be respected and taken seriously).

(2) We can think of this course as an intellectual space, where we will grapple together with understanding, interpreting, and interacting with our world in theory and practice.  Within this space, there are no stupid questions, nothing is safe from critical examination (including this syllabus), and everything is subject to change (by instructor or students).  I hope that we will push the limits of our shared intellectual space through taking risks and discussing material and experiences in ways that are creative, provocative, and (most importantly) fun.

(3) Teaching and learning involve reciprocal relationships between all those involved.  In other words, we are all students—we all have legitimate perspectives to offer, and this course should be seen as a collective endeavor.  That said, we ALL will share the responsibilities of making the course provocative and enjoyable.  

(4) In agreement with scholars such as Dewey and Freire, I believe that learning is maximized (especially when the educational goals include creating democratic, ‘free,’ egalitarian communities) in a cooperative environment where the lines blur between teacher and student, and where grades and other coercive tools of hierarchical domination are not the focus of the course or educational project.  Instead, learning will hopefully be driven by our own curiosities, interests, experiences, and feelings of social and personal responsibility.

(5) I believe that the point of social science is to understand societies and our relationship to them in order to CHANGE them “for the better.”  Of course, what a “better society” looks like is a subjective question that we will continually have to consider, debate, and discuss.

Course Description:

The JS 159 Senior Seminar is meant to provide a culminating, peer-intensive experience where students will sharpen and illustrate their ability to engage as an early scholar in the area of Justice Studies.  In response, this section of JS 159 has been designed simultaneously as: (1) a space for substantive analysis of selected problems in the US Criminal Justice System, (2) a peer-cooperative writing workshop.  Students will spend the semester building a final research paper of their design—facilitated by peers and the instructor.  

NOTE:  Registration in this course will de done according to departmental guidelines outlining priority and eligibility.  In general terms, this course is reserved for those JS majors closest to graduation with completed documentation of their status and need of the course.

Course Expectations:

1) Foster an environment that encourages participation, rather than silencing other students (be respectful, considerate, etc.)

2) Complete readings and assignments by dates indicated on syllabus

3) Show up for and participate in class

4) Take some risks, make this a class of your own, and enjoy yourself!

Participation:

1) Attendance will be taken throughout the course.  This is a discussion/student driven class, so attendance is key for the course to be productive for all involved.  Thus, if you do not attend, you cannot fully participate; this will be reflected in your participation score if absences are significant (more than 3 in one semester).  Exceptional situations such as prolonged sickness will be considered as necessary, and should be brought to the attention of the instructor.

2) STUDENTS are responsible for any and all notes and materials missed in their absence.  You may want to make a friend or two in class…(.

3) Students are expected to make an honest effort to stay informed on current events so that our class discussions can relate to the world beyond SJSU.  In the words of C.W. Mills, we will be helping each other to develop a “sociological imagination.”  

4) Students are expected to contribute to and participate in class discussions and activities to the best of their abilities and comfort levels.  For those students with special needs, several other avenues and measures of participation can be pursued to ensure an equitable environment.  (For instance, alternative avenues can be used in lieu of verbal participation.)

5) Participation will also include students’ participation in writing workshop sessions and the completion of outlines and paper drafts as assigned.

Participation will count for 30% of the final course grade.

Peer Draft Reviews:
Part of engaging as a scholar is reflecting on and responding to the work of others.  This is necessary for critical literacy (being able to read the work of others critically), and for us to learn to share and create knowledge.   Throughout the completion of final research papers, students will complete a first draft.  This draft will be traded with another student (assigned in class).  Each student will have to complete a (guided by instructor) draft response to be turned into the original author and course instructor.  At that point, students can choose whether or not to use the feedback of their peer(s), and the instructor will evaluate (“grade”) each draft review for:  (1) thoughtfulness and creativity, (2) clarity and utility of responses (is it potentially useful to the author?), (3) additional sources suggested and/or provided, (4) ability to provide constructive responses to draft authors.

Draft Reviews will count for 20% of the final course grade.

Final Papers:

Students will be working throughout the semester on a ‘justice’-related research paper of their own choosing (see course schedule for topic selection).  Students will be asked to engage with an area of ‘justice’ philosophy or practice with the aim of (1) shedding needed (this “need” must be illustrated as well) light on the chosen topic, (2) writing as agents of history (its creation) and social change—you will be asked to continually reflect on the society you (re)create and would like to create.

Research papers can be written for any variety of research-related disciplinary audiences (social sciences, history, humanities, etc.), however students will be expected to meet the common expectations of each respective discipline.  You are meant to have a great deal of creative freedom on this project.  Please let the instructor know if anything else can be done to increase this freedom.

Final papers will be completed in a four-step process (topic selection, outline, first draft review, and final draft) throughout the semester.  This process and more specific information on final papers will be discussed in class.

Generally speaking, final papers should be approximately 15 pages in length, cite several peer-reviewed sources as per disciplinary guidelines with a full reference list, and be written in 12-point, double spaced font with standard margins.  For more information on citation guidelines see:  www.sjlibrary.org/services/literacy/info_comp/citing.

Final papers will count for 50% of the final course grade.

Required Texts*:

Western, Bruce.  (2006).  Punishment and Inequality in America

ISBN: 087154895X
Davis, Angela.  (2003).  Are Prisons Obsolete?
ISBN: 1583225811
*Note:  Other course materials will be made available by the instructor.

SJSU Legal/Policy Statements:

The following are paraphrased from relevant University policies and guidelines as they appear in University documents and other syllabi (“greensheets”) in the Justice Studies department.
Course Add/Drop Policy:  Instructors are permitted to drop students who do not attend the first scheduled class meeting, and fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.  Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about adding and dropping courses, academic probation and renewal, course withdrawal, and so forth.  This information may be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. 
Academic Integrity Statement:  Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San Jose State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests or quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam.  When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded.  Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated [at SJSU]…  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to course failure and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development for disciplinary action that could result in suspension or expulsion from San Jose State University.  The University policy on academic integrity can be found in more detail at:  http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.

Americans With Disabilities Act:  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with the course instructor as soon as possible.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities requesting accommodations to register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.
Course Schedule:

Note:  Readings and assignments are in italics listed on the date they are DUE.

Wed. 1/23

Introductions




Pass out/go over syllabus

Mon. 1/28

In-class reading and discussion:  Life as Spectacle




Discussion of current events and their importance

Wed. 1/30

The Sociological Imagination




Fundamental Questions of ‘Justice’

Mon. 2/4

The Roles of Theory and Methodology




Illustration/In class readings:  The Tuskegee Experiments

Wed. 2/6

Workshop 1:  Why Write?




(in class reading: Becker)

Mon. 2/11

Foucault, Punishment, and Power




Power centered analyses and Justice Studies




(assign topic ideas)

Wed. 2/13

Workshop 2:  Topic and Partner Selection




Topic Ideas Due
Mon. 2/18

Capitalism and Punishment in the US (pt. 1)




What is Capitalism?  




(in class reading:  Ollman)
Wed. 2/20

Capitalism and Punishment in the US (pt. 2)




The Prison Industrial Complex

Read Assigned Chaps.  In Western
Mon. 2/25

Prison and Military Industrial Complexes




Film:  “Why We Fight”




(complete questions on film)

Wed. 2/27

Workshop 3:  Critical Collection of Sources and Citation
Mon.  3/3

‘Race’ and Systemic Racism in the US (pt. 1)




Empirical illustrations

Read Assigned Chaps. In Western
Wed. 3/5

‘Race’ and Systemic Racism in the US (pt. 2)




Malcolm X Speech, Music activity

Mon. 3/10

Intersection of Class and Race:  War on Drugs




Empirical ‘Quick-facts,’ current policies under debate




Film(s): (Guerilla News Network)
Wed. 3/12

The War on Drugs Continued




Film:  “Grass”




Read Assigned Chaps. In Western
Mon. 3/17

“Grass” Continued

What determines the legality of particular substances and behaviors?

(in class readings)

Wed. 3/19

Writing Workshop 4:  Outlines and Drafts




(assign journal articles for next class)

Mon. 3/24-

Wed. 3/26

SPRING RECESS (NO CLASSES)

Mon. 3/31

CEASAR CHAVEZ DAY (NO CLASSES)

Wed. 4/2

Writing Workshop 5:  Responding to Written Scholarship




Outlines Due




(assign first drafts and first draft review sheets)
Mon. 4/7

Patriarchy and Punishment in the US




The ‘male’ model of punishment




Feminist (theoretical) approaches




(Sudbury, Davis, etc.)

Wed. 4/9

Rethinking Imprisonment…




Discuss readings




Read First Half of Davis
Mon. 4/14

Rethinking Imprisonment Continued




Discuss Readings




Read 2nd Half of Davis

Wed. 4/16

Structured Inequalities and Juvenile Justice

Presentation of Ethnographic research on Youth Detention

Mon. 4/21

Film:  “CYA:  System Failure”

Wed. 4/23

Writing Workshop 6:  Library Research Day

Mon. 4/28

Human Rights and Criminal Justice in the US




In class readings/group work




FIRST DRAFTS DUE
Wed. 4/30

Writing Workshop 7:  Meet with review partners

Mon. 5/5

Human Rights Continued…

Wed. 5/7

Writing Workshop 8:  Proofreading




Bring Drafts and Needed Materials
Mon. 5/12

Final Papers Due
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