JS 210 Seminar in Special Topics

“Social Inequality and the Media”
Justice Studies Department, San José State University

Spring 2008

Instructor: Sang Hea Kil

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 513

Email: Sang.Kil@sjsu.edu

(Email is the best way to reach me)

Office Phone: 408.924.2943 

Office Hours: T, TH; 11-11:45am and 2-3 pm; TH only 4:40 pm- 5:15 pm.  

Class Time: TH; 5:30-8:15pm

Class Location: MH 510

**In order to respond well to the diversity of the students in this class, please talk to me as soon as possible if you possess special needs and abilities so that appropriate actions can be taken to enhance classroom accessibility and learning.

Course Description-

The course engages the student in critical issues of social inequality and the media and is divided into two parts.  Part I focuses on the monopolistic economic structure of the media and its affect in perpetuating social inequality at the expense of a robust democracy. The course also examines the role of whiteness and its relationship to the media’s coverage of news events. Part II covers two particular issues of social inequality of the media.  The first issue focuses on the news media’s portrayal of immigration and the second on the portrayal of black criminality. Moreover, the course will examine season five of “The Wire”, which focuses on the media institution and its coverage of crime and politics, as an instrument to facilitate group discussion and critical thinking in relation to the complex course material and concepts.  

Course Objectives-

The course objective is to develop or enhance critical thinking skills about the nature of such social categories as race, class, and nation in relation to the news media’s coverage of crime. The student will demonstrate these skills through a keen analysis, shown through her/his written and verbal projects.

To practice comprehension and analysis of advanced scholarly material, to identify the thesis and supporting points of that material, to incorporate it appropriately into your own work, and to make links from the class material to everyday experiences and cultural/political examples.

To learn how to research topics effectively, gather evidence from a variety of ACADEMIC sources, and use proper APA citation methods.

To present your ideas and research in a clear, effective manner in writing, group discussions and formal oral presentations.

Class Format-

Class sessions will include instructor and student-guided group discussions, short lectures, oral presentations, and cultural examples. We will also perform a range of exercises in analysis, interpretation, revision, editing, and outlining, using real world situations, personal stories, and local/global examples, and current events. Overall, the class format will summarize and emphasize important points of the class, establish a healthy and respectful atmosphere to facilitate learning, and provide teaching methods that are intellectually challenging.

Required Texts and Readings-

Chavez, Leo R. (2001).  Covering Immigration: Popular Images and the Politics of the Nation. Berkeley:  University of California Press.

Gabriel, John. (1998).  Whitewashed: Racialized Politics and the Media.  New York: Rutledge.  

Klinenberg, Eric. (2008).  Fighting for Air: The Battle to Control America’s Media.  New York: Henry Holt. 

McChesney, Robert Waterman and John Nichols. (2002). Our Media, Not Theirs The Democratic Struggle Against Corporate Media.  Seven Stories Press.

Russell, Katheryn K.(1997). The Color of Crime: Racial Hoaxes, White Fear, Black Protectionism, Police Harassment, and Other Macroaggressions. New York: New York University Press.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition.

Grading-

All assignments below are due each class period. If you turn in the assignment late, I will give you the full credit of your deserving grade with a documented, third-party, legitimate explanation for your absence or I will give you half credit otherwise. Remember, you are responsible for what you miss, so exchange emails or phone numbers with other classmates to keep yourself in the loop.

40% (BR) + 30% (FRP) +10% (OP)+20% (CP)= 100% class grade
Book Reviews (BR)-These writings will demonstrate to me that the student has read the assignments from start to finish, as well as reflected and engaged with the readings on an analytical or critical level. Generally I expect two things: 1) a concise summary of each reading and 2) your reaction to the arguments that demonstrates your analytical engagement. Using APA style, write a 3-page max book review. Print front and back!  For the summary part of each reading, you should begin with an introductory paragraph that (i) gives the title of the source (following the APA citation guidelines), (ii) provides the name of the author of the source and (iii) contains a one-sentence thesis statement that sums up the main point of the source. This thesis statement is not your main point; it is the main point of your source.  Write this statement rather than quote it from the source.  The next several paragraphs that complete the summary paragraphs paraphrases and condenses the original piece.  Be sure that you (i) include important data but omit minor points and (ii) include a few of the author's examples or illustrations (these will bring your summary to life).  Do not include your own ideas, illustrations, metaphors, or interpretations in the summary part, save these for the analysis part.  Look upon yourself as a summarizing machine; you are simply repeating what the source text says, in fewer words that are your own. For the analysis paragraphs, apply critical thinking skills to the readings. Highlight strength and weaknesses of the source.  Attempt to relate the source to broader justice studies themes.  In your concluding paragraph, give an overall assessment of book in a summarizing critique.  Please type your name, course (js 132 f-2007), and date due (not date written) in the upper right-hand corner.
Final Research Paper (FRP)- This paper will show me that the student can apply the themes generated in the class about social inequality and the media onto a specific research topic of her/his choice. This assignment is designed to allow students to demonstrate competency of an ACADEMIC research subject that is relevant to the course content. Throughout the semester, the student is required to turn in materials relating to their final research project (see the calendar below) so that I can provide meaningful feedback about the student’s developing work on this paper.  There is also opportunity to for peer critique during the draft stage. (Requirements-15 page max limit not including the works cited page, front/back printing, double spaced, 12 Font, and 1 inch margins all sides, APA citation style).

Oral Presentation (OP)-This presentation will allow the student to share her/his research with the class in a manner that is clear, cohesive, critical and engaging. Length of presentation is contingent upon class size and time constraints and will be announced at a later date. I highly encourage the use of visuals such as power point, graphics, transparencies, etc. but use them effectively.

Class Participation (CP)- Full attendance is required (do not arrive late or leave early) as well as thoughtful participation (do not dominate discussion, do not remain persistently silent, but do share developed insights). If you miss class, I need third-party documentation verifying the legitimacy of your absence or the late policy applies.  Moreover, you are responsible for putting your own signature on the attendance sheet at the beginning of each class. If you leave early or arrive late without notice, then you will be marked as not participating for that class date. Points will be awarded for asking good questions, participating in discussions, and miscellaneous assignments given during class. 

You can check your grade by using this formula:

((Sum of BR)/ # of BR)*.40)+(FRP* .30)+(OP *.10)+(CP*.20)= your grade out of 100%.

Assignments will be fairly graded as described by the method below:

A-/A/A+(90-92/93-96/97-100)[excellent]: The paper (or project) contains no grammatical, spelling, or typographical errors. It is outstanding in clarity, style, and organization. The depth and accuracy of the information covered are appropriate for the assignment. The style and format of the paper are appropriate for the assignment. Paper demonstrates sharp analytical ability.

B-/B/B+ (80-82/83-86/87-89)[very good]: The paper (or project) contains a few minor grammatical, typographical and spelling errors. For the most part, the paper is clearly written and logically organized. The topic is covered in reasonable depth and the information presented is accurate. The style and format of the paper are appropriate for the assignment. Paper demonstrates good analytical ability.

C-/C/C+(70-72/73-76/77-79)[acceptable, ok]: The paper (or project) contains grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors. It could be more clearly written and logically organized. For the most part, the depth of coverage of the topic is thin and the information’s accuracy is questionable. The style and format of the paper need improvement. Paper demonstrates ordinary analytical ability.

D-/D/D+(60-62/63-66/67-69)[below average/unacceptable]: One of these grades will be received for ANY of the following reasons, with the specific grade assigned depending on the severity of the problems. The paper contains significant or serious grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors. It is not clearly written or logically organized. The train of thought is difficult to follow. The depth of coverage of the topic is not adequate. The information presented is inaccurate. The style and/or format of the paper are not appropriate to the assignment. Project shows dull analytical ability.

F(59 or less)[unacceptable]: A paper or project will receive an F if two or more of the following conditions are satisfied: The paper contains significant or serious grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors; it is not clearly written or logically organized; the train of thought is difficult to follow; the depth of coverage of the topic is not adequate; the information presented is inaccurate; the style and/or format of the paper are not appropriate to the assignment. The paper will also receive an F if some or all parts of the paper have been plagiarized, as defined later in this greensheet/syllabus.

Honor code-

The student is expected not to cheat and to be honest in her/his learning process. Do the work yourself.

Cell Phones-

Students will turn their cell phones off or put them on vibrate mode while in class.  They will not answer their phones in class unless it is an emergency (in this case, please leave and take that call outside the classroom).

Office Hours-

In order to give additional, more individualized one-on-one time with students, I offer office hours that are scheduled before class on the days that class is in session. At the top of each class period, I will provide a signup sheet with 15-minute slots for appointment times. This enables the students to approach me about any additional assistance they may need, including help with analyzing complex/abstract ideas, or to receive feedback about questions and comments the student may want to share outside the classroom setting. Each student is required to see me at least once in the semester, but I encourage students to see me multiple times so long as there is time enough for everyone to see me at least once. Please consider these office hour appointments in a considerate way and cancel if you do not intend to show up.

Calendar-

This is a very rigorous calendar of assignments. There are about 65-100 pages of reading due each week (this does not include footnotes and references) in addition to the BRs. Moreover, there are challenging assignments required such as FRP, OP, and CP. Time management skills are a must to successfully participate in this class. I show a strong interest in teaching this class and I expect a similar level of interest from the students in their participation. Prepare for your workload appropriately.

I. Media Monopoly, Democracy, and Social Inequality

1-24 Introductions and The Wire 

1-31 McChesney and Nichol’s pp.46-113.

2-7 Klinenberg pp. 1-85.  Topic due
2-14 Klinenberg pp. 86-194 topic passback

2-21 Klinenberg pp. 195-295 Book review due
2-28 Gabriel pp.1-64 Thesis +bibliography due
3-6 Gabriel pp.65-128 thesis + bibliography passback

3-13 Gabriel pp.129-191 Outline due AND Book review due
II. Two Issues of Social Inequality and the Media

3-20 Chavez pp.xiii-81 outline passback

Spring Break

4-3 Chavez pp.82-214

4-10 Chavez pp. 215-303 Draft due AND Book review due
4-17 Russell pp.xiii-68 draft passback

4-24 Russell pp.69-115 Book review due In-class Peer Evaluations of FRP

5-1 Final Research Paper Due
5-8 Oral presentations
5-15; 5:15-7:30pm. Oral presentations
University Policy-

Class Attendance

"Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading." (University policy F69-24) [However, it seriously affects your class participation, which is 20% of your total grade.]

Campus Policy in Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act:

"If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the SJSU Disability Resource Center to establish a record of their disability." 

Policies and Procedures

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. It is your responsibility to know and observe these policies. However, if there is something about a policy that you don't understand, please feel free to ask! You can also find answers to many questions at the Student Advising Center (http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/) 

Academic Integrity Statement (from Office of Judicial Affairs)

The San José State University Academic Integrity Policy requires that each student:
1.      Know the rules that preserve academic integrity and abide by them at all times. This includes learning and abiding by rules associated with specific classes, exams and course assignments. 
2.      Know the consequences of violating the Academic Integrity Policy.  
3.      Know the appeal rights, and the procedures to be followed in the event of an appeal.
4.      Foster academic integrity among peers. 

The policy on academic integrity can be found at:

(http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm).

Academic Integrity Policy

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s language, images, data, or ideas without proper credit. It is a very serious offense in both academic and professional environments. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else’s ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties. It might also result in you failing the course and/or having the incident permanently noted in your SJSU student records.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to educate yourself, or ask for clarification, before you hand in written work.

Learning when to cite a source, and when not to, is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

If you use a sentence (or even a part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and do not reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

If you paraphrase somebody else’s theory or idea and do not reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

If you use a picture or table from a web page or book and do not reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

If your paper incorporates data that someone else has collected and you do not reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The SJSU library has a tutorial that explains how to identify and avoid plagiarism, available at: http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm.

In addition, the University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See, in particular, the following three pages:

http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html

http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html

http://education.indiana.edu/~frick/plagiarism/item1.html

