Instructor: Dorian Dreyfuss, M.A., J.D.

Office: 525 MacQuarrie Hall; office hours : 12:00-1:00 pm Monday & Wednesday
Phone: (408)924-2947; email: Dreyfussda@ aol.com

Fax: (408) 924-2953

Class times: M&W 1:00-4:10 PM
Summer 2008
Class dates: June 2- July 9

JS 120

JUVENILE JUSTICE
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course will provide an orientation to the issues, policies and procedures which make up our system of justice for children.  The function and legal responsibilities of the 

Police, Probation, Juvenile Court and the Corrections system will be studied. Emphasis will be on societal forces that bring children into the Justice System including child abuse, and gang participation as well as the legal response of mandated agencies.

OBJECTIVE

Students will gain an understanding of the history of  both child victims of crime and child perpetrators of crime. Analysis of the overlap between children in the dependency

System with children who are law violators. Groundwork will be laid for further study in juvenile justice either at the graduate level, or law school. Students considering a career in the justice system will understand the role of law enforcement, social workers, probation officers and attorneys. Analysis of theories of delinquency including psychological, biological and sociological will provide students with a framework for understanding  behavior, and law violation. Through institutional tours and Court observation students will gain a greater understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the system. It is sincerely desired that students will gain appreciation and empathy for all child victims and offenders who find themselves within the Juvenile Justice System. 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Larry Siegel and Brandon Welsh, Juvenile Delinquency, the Core
Wadsworth Thomson Publishing, 8th edition. 2008
Recommended:
- Luis Rodriquez (2001) Hearts and Hands, Creating Community in Violent Times, Seven Stories, Press, NY.
-John Hubner & Jill Wolfson (2003), Somebody Else’s Children, the courts, the kids, the struggle to save America’s troubled families, Author’s Choice Press.

-William Ayers (1997) A Kind and Just Parent, the children of Juvenile Court. Beacon Press.

CLASS REQUIREMENTS

There will be a midterm, final and a five page paper. Students who miss the midterm may make it up with proper documentation of medical or family emergency. Vacations do not qualify; only unavoidable emergency situations! No exceptions.

Lecture material is comprehensive, thorough note taking suggested. Please make a friend in class to share notes with. This course is not the same course I teach during the regular school year so while those notes might help, they will not be comprehensive.  I hope to schedule guest lectures and detention& court tours. First hand exposure to the Juvenile Justice System, will allow students opportunities to meet potential employers and test out perceptions about certain jobs

 As this class depends on students engaging in the material and with each other on significant issues, I will be taking roll each day. Class participation is assessed only to your benefit. There are no wrong answers, and I encourage students to speak up, voice opinions and ignore political correctness. The more students articulate concepts and ideas, the better the learning experience for all, and not unexpectantly, the better the grades!
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 

Regular class attendance and participation is expected. Regular absences for work/illnesses should be reported to the instructor. Students are expected to do the class reading before the lecture. Students are encouraged to share with the class relevant newspaper articles on juvenile justice topics.Outstanding class participation may result in the final grade in the class improved by 1/2 grade point-

B to B+ etc. Instructor will distribute handouts on field trips a few weeks before they are scheduled. 

EVALUATION

Exams are based on class lectures, text readings, handouts and videos. Students will be given a review sheet before the exam and the grades will be distributed to the class the period after the exam. Students will receive a point score and a grade for each exam and the scale will be illustrated so students are aware of class standing. There are multiple ways of gaining extra credit in this course. Students may pursue topics on a deeper level than class time allows, write short papers on their work with the Juvenile Justice System etc. and read books on special topics.  However, the work must be generated for this class; no recycled work from other classes will be accepted.
Please see the attached sheet on Extra Credit. 
Midterm
35%
Final

35%

Paper
            20%

Participation   10%

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Students with disabilities who need accommodation must register with the Disability Resource Center, document it, and determine the services and accommodation needed for student success. The DRC will contact the instructor with the types of consideration 

needed. Students must register with the Center during the first three weeks of the semester. Their wedcite is : http://www.drc.sjsu.edu
Please be aware that I consider professional ethics very important, as such, recycled papers or presentations, and cheating on exams results in an automatic “F”. It is the sole discretion of the instructor whether the student will receive an “F” in the class  and be referred for University Disciplinary Action. Students should be aware that future employers will access  student records, and indiscretions may follow you through a lifetime.
SPECIAL NOTE***

This course will cover areas which may be disturbing to students including child abuse, incest, rape and fatality. I will give the students warning when lectures contain graphic pictures. Please inform the instructor if the material will make you uncomfortable so special arrangements can be made. 

Also, if you are coming in late or leaving early, please exit by the back door. Excessive talking and texting and ringing phones is disturbing to students and the instructor.
COURSE SCHEDULE

June 2


Introduction




History of Philosophy of Juvenile Justice;  antiquity-19th century.


Selected legal issues; waiver, privacy, alternatives to incarceration;




Text: cp. 1
June 4


Childhood & Delinquency



Text: cp. 1 ; Video Last Chance

Small group discussion of handout
Class notes on recent legal decisions

June 9


Nature and Extent of delinquency; trends, chronic offending, 




victimization




Text: cp. 2




60 minutes video on Waiver.
June 11
Focus on the Individuals contribution to delinquency: Choice/traits theories; developmental, 




Psychological, cognitive theory




Text: cp. 3




Small group discussion using case studies
June 16

Focus on Societies contribution to Delinquency 




Text: cp. 4



Review for Midterm

June 18

Midterm




Video on Gangs

June 23

Gender & Family and Delinquency




Text. Cp. 6 & 7



Child abuse/fatality

June 25

Gangs/ development/purpose/laws/interventions/sanctions




What works?




Text Cp. 8



Guest speakers

June 30

Schools/Education



Text: Cp. 9




Drugs & Drug Court




Text: Cp. 10

July 2


Juvenile Court/Detention tour



Text Cp. 13

July 7


Corrections, probation,institutions




Text Cp. 14




Video on Institutional Corrections

July 9


Last Day of Class




Final Exam




Papers Due
JS 120 Juvenile Justice Extra Credit

Instructor Dreyfuss

ALL EXTRA CREDIT IS DUE THE LAST DAY OF CLASS!

1. Newspaper articles; collect news articles online from a variety of news sources over the last year on Juvenile Justice topics and present them in a binder with a paragraph summary and a paragraph reflection. You may not use the Mercury News! 20 Articles, (20 points)
2. If you work in a juvenile justice agency such as probation, detention, group home etc. 

You may write a 3-5 page typed paper of your experiences and make a presentation in

Class.(5 points)

3.   If you can tape a program off  T.V. which is relevant to our studies such as 60   

      minutes, Dateline, 48 Hours, Nightline, Frontline(PBS), No reality TV! Check the

      T.V. guide. (5-10 points)

3. Community service is of enormous value in this course—either mentoring through

An established program or offering your time at a facility/school that meets the

Needs of at-risk or out-of-home placements kids. Please see me if your interested

In this work. An Internship with the Fly program qualifies.
4. Augment your reading with interesting books on gangs, female delinquency, etc. I 

Have a large selection including No Matter How Loud I Shout, Eight Ball Chicks,
Girls in the Back of the Room, Soloman's Sword, True Notebooks, Fast Girls,  etc. 3-5 page typed reflective paper. (5-10 points)

5. Students who are interested in helping me run a book group for girls in custody at the

Santa Clara Detention Center should check with me.

JS 120

ALWAYS RUNNING ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

DUE WITH SECOND MIDTERM

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE TYPED!

1. (5 POINTS) FIND THREE EXAMPLES IN THE TEXT OF POLICE HARASSMENT OF THE AUTHOR. DESCRIBE THE AUTHORS RESPONSE AND THE LEGAL OUTCOME.

2. (5 POINTS) FIND THREE EXAMPLES IN THE TEXT OF POLICE ACTION AGAINST THE AUTHOR WHEN HE WAS THE PERPETRATOR

OF A CRIME. WHAT WAS THE LEGAL OUTCOME?

3. (5 POINTS) HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE AUTHOR'S PARENTS?

DID THEY CONTRIBUTE OR PROTECT HIM FROM GANG INVOLVEMENT?

4. (5 POINTS) HOW DID HIS SCHOOL EXPERIENCE HELP OR HINDER 

HIM? HOW DID HE RESOLVE THIS CONFLICT?

5. (5 POINTS) DESCRIBE THE AUTHOR'S GANG EXPERIENCE,    

INITIATION, DRUG USE, VIOLENCE AND JUMPING OUT.

6.(5 POINTS) WHAT SOLUTIONS DOES HE OFFER FOR THE CRAZY

    LIFE (LA VIDA LOCA?) WHAT SOLUTIONS WOULD YOU ADD?
JS 120 DREYFUSS

VIDEO ASSIGNMENT

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES-BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

1. WHAT DOES THE CHILD PROTECTION WORKER SEE AS HER RESPONSIBILITY? WHAT IS HER RESPONSIBILITY?

2. WHICH PROFESSIONALS THAT SAW THE CHILDREN BELIEVED

THEY WERE ABUSED? WHY OR WHY NOT?( CPS, POLICE, COURT)

3. WHAT FACTORS PUT THE BABY LANCE AT RISK FOR ABUSE? WHY 

WASN'T HE REMOVED FROM THE CUSTODY OF HIS FATHER?

4. WHAT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A CHILD REUNIFICATION

WORKER? WHAT STRESSES DID THIS WORKER HAVE TO DEAL

     WITH? WAS SHE SUCCESSFUL AT HER JOB?

5.  WHAT IS THE DEATH REVIEW COMMITTEE? WHY IS INECESSARY?
JS 120 JUVENILE JUSTICE

DREYFUSS

VIDEO LAST CHANCE

1. EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES

2. FOSTER HOME PLACEMENTS

3.BOOT CAMP EXPERIENCE

4.FOSTER PLACEMENT WITH SOCIOLOGIST-SUCCESS OR FAILURE? WHY?

5. SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

6. MENTOR EXPERIENCE?

7. WHY DO ALL THE EFFORTS FOR JUAN FAIL?
