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Greensheet

I. Course Information
San Jose State University

Professional and Business Ethics
Philosophy 186 Section 2; --DMH 226B (Noon-3 pm)
Winter 2008
 

A.  Course Description: 
Professional and Business Ethics PHIL 186 
Interdisciplinary study of types of ethical problems which arise within the contexts of business occupations and professions. Major ethical theories, critique of economic and criminal justice. Focus is on issues of justice and equality in the U.S. Case studies.
B.  Student Learning Objectives
On successful completion of this course students shall be able to demonstrate:
· an understanding of ethical choices 
· an ability to address complex ethical issues and problems using disciplined analytical skills

· an ability to communicate ethical concepts effectively

· the capacity to participate as a socially responsible member of professional and/or business communities
C.  Prerequisites
Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required. 

D.  Required Reading

· William Shaw and Vincent Barry, Moral Issues in Business, 10th edition.
· Also some independent reading of case studies on the Internet and in the news
E.  Course Requirements 


· 1st preliminary 2-3 page case study 


· 2nd preliminary 2-3 page case study 



· Midterm






· 8-10 page  term paper




· Group Case study presentations


· Final






· Participation in discussions



F.  Makeup Exams

If students have a written medical excuse for missing  exams/presentations, a makeup  will be given within a week of the missed assignment or during the final makeup period. 

G.  Descriptions of Assignments/Exams


1.  Exams-will be ¼ multiple choice, ¼ true or false, and half essay and will be based on the reading assignments and current case studies we discuss in class. If cases are included in exams they will be highlighted as such in our review for midterm and our review for final.


2. Short Case Studies-Very short essays that follow the format for communication of ethical analyses--for practice and feedback using this format [a handout of this format will be given early in the semester]

3.   Term Paper/Presentation Your term paper case study can be the case your group chooses to present in class or it can be on a different case  The paper should be typed, double-spaced, 8 to 10 pages in length, and follow the format for communication of ethical analyses [a handout of this format will be given early in the semester]    The term paper will be graded on content and logic (70% of the grade) and style, format, and grammar (30%of the grade).You must submit the term paper on time Papers that include any amount of plagiarism will earn a grade of zero, and the student will be reported to the office of Judicial Affairs for violating the Academic Integrity Policy.  Please see the Academic Integrity Policy in the SJSU catalog for the definition of plagiarism.   


3.  Case Study Presentation-Students will give a group presentation with a group of  classmates. Each group’s presentation will be an ethical analysis of some very recent case chosen by you and approved by instructor. Length of time of presentations will be 10-15 minutes.

4.  Participation-During class sessions we will break up into groups for intimate discussion, and then share these discussions with the rest of the class. 

A.  Academic Integrity Statement “Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s Integrity Policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial Affairs.”  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
B.  Campus policy in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act “If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated,  please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with the DRC to establish a record of their disability.”

SPECIAL ALERT—EMAIL AND JOINING YAHOO GROUP
All emails will receive reply within 24 hours or earlier (except, if you miss a class you are responsible for missed info. Don’t ask me what you missed—you missed everything.A YAHOO GROUP has been set up for this class where you will find weblinks for case studies, all class handouts, and changes or announcements throughout the semester. Everyone in the class must join the group. 

Topics Covered and Tentative Course Calendar—PHIL 186

	DATE
	ASSIGNMENT
	pt
	READINGS
	TOPIC

	DAY 1
WED 1/2
	
	
	Chapter 1, Nature of Morality pp.2-27.


	Introductions and initial instructions-

	DAY 2
THURS 1/3
	
	
	Chapter 2, Normative Theories of Ethics, pp. 68-69

Chapter 2, Normative Theories of Ethics, pp. 56-62
	Ethical Theories— RIGHTS 

	DAY 3
FRI 1/4
	1st CASE ANALYSIS 

DUE 
	10 pts
	Chapter 2, Normative Theories of Ethics,  pp. 62-68.


	Ethical Theories— UTILITARIAN KANT, 

	DAY 4
Mon 1/7
	
	
	Chapter 3, Justice and Economic Distribution, pp. 102-122


	Ethical Theories— DISTRIBUTIVE  JUSTICE /RAWLS

	DAY 5
TUES 1/8
	
	
	Chapter 2, Normative Theories of Ethics,  pp. 62-68.
  
	Ethical Theories— VIRTUE/CARE

	DAY 6
WED 1/9
	 2nd CASE ANALYSIS 

DUE
	10 pts
	Chapter 4, Nature of Capitalism  pp.150-169


	MARX & CAPITAL

	DAY 7
THURS 1/10
	
	
	Chapter 6 , Workplace, Basic Issues, pp. 276-297

Chapter 9, Job Discrimination , pp. 454-473
	Workers and the Workplace

	DAY 8
FRI 1/11
	 MIDTERM
	15 pts
	Chapter 8, Moral Choices Facing Employees, pp. 387-405,


	Privileges and Abuses


	DAY 9
Mon 1/14
	
	
	Chapter 11, Environment, pp 573-594.  pp. 606-611.


	Business and the Planet

	DAY 10
TUES 1/15
	PRESENTATION preps—powerpoint due at end of class
	5 pts
	
	

	DAY 11
WED 1/16
	PRESENTATIONS


	15 PTS
	
	

	DAY 12
THURS 1/17
	PRESENTATIONS

REVIEW FOR FINAL EXAM
	
	
	

	DAY 13
FRI 1/18
	FINAL EXAM

PAPER DUE
	20 pts

20 PTS
	
	



Dr. Elizabeth Sonnier FOB 232


Phone: 924-4811 


E-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:sonnierethics@yahoo.com" ��sonnierethics@yahoo.com�


Office Hours: 3pm-4pm


YAHOO GROUP:


� HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/businessethics186/" ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/businessethics186/�





Textbook--William Shaw and Vincent Barry, Moral Issues in Business, 10th edition. (earlier editions are okay.)








� HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/businessethics186/" ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/businessethics186/�
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