Research Methods ONLINE
Justice Studies 105, Section 2
San Jose State University Spring 2009
Instructor: Natasha Kutina



Office: MH 527

Email: natashankutina@gmail.com                       Office Hours: appointment only
Alternate Email: natashak@oesonline.com

eCampus Website: http://www.online.sjsu.edu
Course Website: http://sjsu6.blackboard.com
Justice Studies Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
Mandatory Orientation Dates: 
January 22, 2009, MH 332 from 5:00pm- 6:30pm

January 26, 2009, MH 332 from 2:00pm- 3:30pm

You only need to attend ONE orientation.  Students who do not attend an orientation and do not contact the instructor by January 26th will be dropped from the course to allow other students to add.
Course Description and Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with basic research methodology in criminal justice and social science.  It will cover the essential elements of methodology necessary to understand, critique, design, and conduct reliable research.  We will study various research designs, different types of data, ethical considerations of social science research, and how to interpret research findings.

Successful completion of this course will enable students to recognize, critique, and utilize scholarly research in criminal justice and social science; to identify appropriate methods for different types of research; and to design a research proposal. 

Prerequisite:

BUS 90, STAT 95, SOCS 15, OR SOCI 102 (or equivalent)

Required Text and Materials:

American Psychological Association. (2002). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Maxfield, M., & Babbie, E. (2005). Research methods for criminal justice and criminology (5th ed.). Belmont, CA: Thompson Wadsworth Learning.
Course Requirements:

Class Participation, Requirements, and Grading  
You are responsible for doing the assigned reading on time and being prepared to discuss it online and on time.  Because this is an online class, it is essential that you keep up with the readings and assignments every week in order to pass.
Discussions:  Each week, there are a series of discussion questions related to that week’s reading.  You are required to participate in the discussion every single week by posting a response.
 

The discussion board will be a great resource for you in this class.  Because we meet in person only once, we will be creating a virtual classroom through the discussion board, and I encourage all of you to use it above and beyond the required use. It is a place to post questions if you need clarification on anything, seek advice from your peers, share resources and explore ideas.

Research Proposal Assignments:  In total, there will be 4 research proposal assignments distributed throughout the semester.  Students are responsible for knowing all assignment due dates and making sure they are turned in on-time.
Article Critique:  The article critique is designed to assess students’ ability to identify and critically evaluate scholarly journal articles.
Article Summary:  The article summary is designed to assess student’s ability to identify and summarize scholarly journal articles.  
Research Proposal:  The research proposal is designed to assess students’ ability to conduct a comprehensive examination of a specific criminal justice issue and apply proper research method techniques.  The proposal will be an elaborated compilation of research proposal assignments #1-4.  

Quizzes:  In lieu of exams there will be a total of 4 short quizzes throughout the semester which will consist of short answer/essay questions.  Everything is open-book and open-note, but you should not try to complete these unprepared because there will be time limits (e.g., the website will allow you an hour to complete a quiz).  

You are expected to complete all assignments and quizzes individually and to use your own words.  Be sure you review the section below on cheating and plagiarism so that you do not accidentally violate the course standards.  
Successful completion of this course requires that you have consistent access to a reliable computer with reliable internet access (preferably high-speed).  You do not necessarily need to have this access at home if you have consistent, reliable access at work (and your employer’s permission to use work computers for non-work business, on your own time) or if you can easily get to King Library or your local library with high-speed internet access.  When assignments are due, extensions cannot be granted because you lost internet service, your computer got a virus, your brother took the laptop, etc.  Students who lack reliable internet access should take an in-person section of JS 105.  If you have difficulty logging in after January 22nd or submitting an assignment, contact the eCampus help desk (see course login page).  Contacting the instructor will just slow down the fixing of the problem, as I will refer you to them.

All assignments, including the article critique and research proposal, will be graded based on content, proper formatting, college level spelling and grammar, and proper use of APA citations and references.      

Deadlines and Missed Assignments:  

NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  The beauty of an online class is that you can fit the work in around your other classes, your job, your family, etc., but you still have to do the work, every week, and meet the deadlines.  Waiting until the day something is due and then discovering that you lost your internet connection or left your book at school is not a valid reason for an extension of a deadline, so whenever possible, allow a “cushion” before the deadline in case you need it.  You must participate in each week’s discussion before the deadline. YOU WILL NOT GET CREDIT FOR YOUR REQUIRED RESPONSES IF THEY ARE LATE! You can post your own questions or discussion outside of the required discussion at any time.

 

Until the semester is complete and you have seen your course grade, retain copies of every assignment you turn in.  Also keep copies of your emails to or from the instructor in your Blackboard inbox and outbox until the course ends and grades have been recorded.

Grading:

Research Proposal Topic Choice:     10 points Maximum

Article Critique:

            50 points Maximum

Article Summary:

            50 points Maximum
Research Proposal Assignments:     200 points Maximum (4 X 50 points each = 200 total points) 
Final Research Proposal:
            200 points Maximum
Discussions:

            70 points Maximum (14 x 5 points each= 70 total points)
Activities:

            40 points Maximum (2 X 20 points each=40 total points)

Quizzes:


            80 points Maximum (4 x 20 points each= 60 total points) Total Points Possible: 
            700 points
A  Range: 630- 700 points

B  Range: 560- 629 points

C  Range: 490- 559 points

D  Range: 420- 489 points

F   Range: 419 points and below
Email Policy: 

The most reliable way to reach me is by email.  For course-related questions, use the email available through the course website.  This enables both of us to obtain copies of our correspondence easily, in case we need to refer to it later in the semester; this correspondence won’t get lost among the spam and other email in your or my main email address.  I check my e-mail from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm and generally respond quickly.  However, if I do not know the answer to your question, etc. there may be a small delay.

Add/Drop Information:  
Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.  Tuesday February 3, 2009 is the drop deadline.  You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
Students with disabilities:  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please see me as soon as possible.  University policy (Presidential Directive 97-03) requires that students with disabilities must register with SJSU’s Disability Resource Center (DRC) to establish a record of their disability.  The DRC will work with you to determine the disability, document it, and determine the services and accommodations necessary for your success.  The DRC may also contact me to determine the types of consideration necessary.  In most cases, students should register with the Center during the first three weeks of the semester.  The DRC Web site: http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/
 

Cheating and plagiarism (Academic integrity):

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests or quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will both fail this course and be reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
I have zero tolerance for cheating and plagiarism.  Your quizzes and writing activities are to be completed individually.  Students turning in identical assignments will be assumed to have cheated.  In addition, although every activity is open-book and open-note, be sure that everything you write is in your own words.  If you want to include a brief quotation from the reading, be sure to use quotation marks and cite your source.  Copying from the text, another student, a paper from a previous class, a website, or the like are plagiarism.  If you have any doubt whether something constitutes cheating or plagiarism, check with me.  In the meantime, assume that it does and rewrite it.

 

If you are having trouble with the course material, readings, or assignments, it is your responsibility to contact me for assistance.  I am happy to help you, but you need to tell me you need help.  If you feel lost or insecure about the course material, talking to me is a much better option than relying on cheating or plagiarism.

Course Weekly Schedule:

Week One, Jan 26- Feb 1: Criminal Justice, Inquiry & Research
READ: Chapter 1 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 1 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 1/28
REVIEW:  Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 1
ASSIGNMENT:  Submit (3) potential research questions/topics by midnight on Friday 1/30 via blackboard
Week Two, Feb 2- Feb 8: Theory & Criminal Justice Research
READ:  Chapter 2 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 2 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 2/4
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 2
ASSIGNMENT: Article Critique due by Midnight on Friday 2/13 via blackboard 
Week Three, Feb 9- Feb 15: Ethics & Criminal Justice Research
READ: Chapter 3 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 3 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 2/11
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 3
ASSIGNMENT: Article Summary due by Midnight on Friday 2/20 via blackboard
Week Four, Feb 16- Feb 22: Issues in Research Design
READ: Chapter 4 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 4 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 2/18
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 4
ASSIGNMENT: Take Quiz #1 for weeks 1-3 (Chapters 1-3 in Maxfield and Babbie) by Midnight on Sunday 2/22 via blackboard
Week Five, Feb 23- Mar 1: Concepts, Operationalization & Measurement
READ: Chapter 5 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 5 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 2/25
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 5
ASSIGNMENT: Research Proposal Part I due by Midnight on Friday 3/20 via blackboard
Week Six, Mar 2- Mar 8: Experimental & Quasi- Experimental Designs
READ: Chapter 7 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 6 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 3/4
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 6
ASSIGNMENT: Take Quiz #2 for weeks 4-6 (Chapters 4, 5 &7 in Maxfield and Babbie) by Midnight on Sunday 3/8 via blackboard
Week Seven, Mar 9- Mar 15: Sampling & Data Coding
READ: Chapter 8 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 7 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 3/11
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 7
ASSIGNMENT: Research Proposal Part II due by Midnight on Friday 4/3 via blackboard
Week Eight, Mar 16- Mar 22: Survey Research & Asking Questions
READ: Chapter 9 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 8 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 3/18
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 8
ASSIGNMENT: Finish Research Proposal Part II
Week Nine, Mar 23- Mar 29: SPRING BREAK ( 
Week Ten, Mar 30- Apr 5: Interpreting Data
READ: Chapter 13 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 10 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 4/1
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 10
ASSIGNMENT: Research Proposal Part III due by Midnight on Friday 4/17 via blackboard
Week Eleven, Apr 6- Apr 12: Field Research
READ: Chapter 10 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 11 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 4/8
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 11
ASSIGNMENT: Take quiz #3 for weeks 7-10 (Chapters 8, 9, 10 & 13 in Maxfield and Babbie) by Midnight on Sunday 4/12 via blackboard
Week Twelve, Apr 13- Apr 19: Agency Records, Content Analysis & Secondary Data
READ: Chapter 11 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 12 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 4/15
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 12
ASSIGNMENT: Research Proposal Part IV due by Midnight on Friday 5/1 via blackboard
Week Thirteen, Apr 20- Apr 24: Measuring Crime
READ: Chapter 6 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 13 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 4/22
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 13
ACTIVITY: Final Research Proposal due by Midnight on Wednesday 5/13 via blackboard
Week Fourteen, Apr 27- May 1: Evaluation Research & Problem Analysis
READ: Read Chapter 12 in Maxfield and Babbie
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 14 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 4/29
REVIEW: Discussion comments and lecture slides for week 14
ACTIVITY: Take Quiz #4 for weeks 11-14 (Chapters 6, 11, & 12 in Maxfield and Babbie) by Midnight on Sunday 5/3 via blackboard
Week Fifteen, May 4- May 8:  
READ: No Readings
DISCUSS: Post your response to the week 15 discussion posted on blackboard by Midnight on Wednesday 5/6
REVIEW: Discussion comments and Final Research Proposal Format posted on blackboard
ASSIGNMENT: Finish Final Research Proposal
Week Sixteen, May 11- May 15: FINAL RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE BY MIDNIGT ON WEDNESDAY 5/13 VIA BLACKBOARD

Have a great summer! (
