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Justice Studies Department

Instructor: Mary Juno

San Jose State University

Office Hrs: T/Th 11-12, 1:30-3

Fall 2008




Email: junos68@yahoo.com

Class Hrs: Tues 1500-1745

Office: MH 521

Room: MQH 520

Class Website:

http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty_and_staff/faculty_detail.jsp?id=1811

JS 112

Criminalistics
Course Description

This course covers fundamental theories of physical evidence, practically applied, and the legal considerations involved in its recognition, collection, preservation and presentation in court. Students will learn the appropriate methods for securing and processing different types of crime scenes, as well as how to search for and document evidence.  Topics include latent fingerprints, scene photography, impression evidence, firearms, questioned documents, trace evidence, and death investigations. Prerequisite: upper division standing. 

Course Text and Materials

Required Texts:

· Criminalistics 112 Lab Book/Reader, available at Maple Press, 481 E San Carlos St @ 10th St

· Crime Scene Investigation. 2007. Fish, Miller & Braswell. LexisNexis, Newark, NJ. ISBN: 1-59345-325-6.
Course Format

The course will include lectures by the instructor, class discussions, powerpoint presentations, videos, and hands-on group exercises.  Texts will be supplemented with online readings and handouts. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the class website, as many important and time-sensitive documents will be posted there throughout the semester.  
Course Requirements

Exams: Three exams will be given in this course. Exams may be cumulative and may include all material covered up to the date of the exam. Exams will include multiple choice, matching, true/false, short answer, diagrams, drawings and sketches, short essay and/or long essay. 
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Midterm 1
Feb 24


Midterm 2 
March 31

Final

May 19 


Quizzes on assigned readings, lectures, group activities and other assigned materials may be given periodically during the semester, both announced and unannounced. Make-ups will NOT be given if you are late or absent.  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped from the total.  
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Crime Scene Exercises: 

· Glass Reconstruction
· Scene Diagrams

· Photography
· Developing and Lifting Latent Fingerprints
· Blood Spatter Interpretation
· Report Writing 
· Mock Crime Scene Processing

Most of these exercises will be carried out in teams.  Written reports and project materials will be due for each exercise.  These exercises cannot be made up, so do not miss them!
Details of format and grading of each CSE will be provided for each exercise. Grading in general includes the following considerations:

· Were all directions followed? 

· Is the work presented neatly or sloppily?  

· Are team members and team numbers all listed on materials?

· Is the documentation complete? 

· Are all questions answered?

· Do answers show thoughtfulness and a solid grasp of the material?

· Are the reports organized and well presented?  

· Is the writing grammatically sound and legible?  

· Are descriptions detailed, clear and logical?

· Are all pages stapled together?

· Are data accurate?

· Does the data support statements and conclusions in the report?  
· Is the terminology correct?
· Would investigators be able to reconstruct the crime scene years from now, based on your documentation?

A note about writing…

Students have differing writing talents, abilities and skills. At the college level, you should be able to express yourself in writing clearly, concisely, and effectively, without grammar, punctuation or spelling errors.  Any job you seek in this field will expect no less of you!  The SJSU Writing Center (126 Clark Hall) provides free workshops and tutoring to help writers of all skill levels.  Your writing assignments for this class will be graded for content as well as clear and correct expression, so please remember to:

· Spell check

· Proofread 

· Be sure your answer fully addresses the question being asked

Grades/Percentage

A = 90-100

D = 60-69






B = 80-89

F = <60

C = 70-79

Extra Credit

See Extra Credit section of your lab book/reader.  Additional extra credit opportunities may be posted on the class website periodically.
Class Participation is encouraged and expected. You will be evaluated in part based upon your contributions to the class. It is essential that you come prepared to participate so keep up with the reading and plan to speak up! Pop quizzes will be given if participation is inadequate or indicates that the reading has not been done….

Attendance is imperative for success in this class.  Most assignments will be conducted during class time, so if you cannot make it to class, you will miss the assignment and lose the points.  Make-ups will not be given without prior approval from instructor, or under extraordinary, documented, circumstances.  The make-up for the midterm exam will be a research paper.  The final exam cannot be made up.  Crime scene exercises will not be repeated for any reason.  Late work will be marked down 10% for each calendar day that it is late.  If you know ahead of time that you will miss a day when an assignment is due, either turn it in early, have a classmate turn it in for you, date-stamp it in the JS office (MQH 508) and put it in my box, or make other arrangements with me – prior to missing the class or assignment. 

Tips for Success

It is entirely possible to get an A in this course.  Come to class, pay attention, take notes, do the readings, ask questions when you don’t understand, come to office hours for help, take advantage of extra credit, ask a friend to take notes for you if you can’t make it to class, participate in discussions, and study for quizzes and tests with a friend or in a group.  That’s all you gotta do!

Instructor

Mary Juno holds an MS in Forensic Science from the University of Strathclyde (Glasgow, Scotland), and a BA in Forensic Anthropology (San Francisco State University).  Juno worked as a CSI at the Oakland Police Department from 2000-08, and has processed hundreds of major crime scenes.  She has taught in the Oakland Police Academy, and currently teaches at Cabrillo College.

Course Add/Drop Statement

Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped.

You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 

Academic Integrity Statement

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see me and/or visit: 

http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
American with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.
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Note: if you have an A- (or above) average before the final exam, you are exempt from taking it.









