JS 136: Family and Community Violence
San Jose State University, Spring 2009

Tuesdays/Thursdays 12 noon – 1:15 pm

Instructor: Dr Danielle A Harris
                 
Office: BT455 


Phone: 408 924 2968                      

Email: danielleharris@gmail.com


Office Hours: Tuesdays 8:30 – 10:00 am; Thursdays 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm.

Course Description: This course examines abusive relationships, community responses, justice system policy, and preventive interventions.  Specific topics include child physical and sexual abuse, neglect, and exploitation; juvenile delinquency and gang involvement; intimate partner violence, spousal abuse, battered women syndrome; marital, date, acquaintance, and stranger rape; elder and dependent adult abuse;  violence in same sex relationships; and hate crime.
GE Student Learning Objectives: After the course, students shall be able to: 
1. describe how identities (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, age) are shaped by cultural and societal influences within contexts of equality and inequality; (CLO 1 & 3)

2. describe historical, social, political, and economic processes producing diversity, equality, and structured inequalities in the U.S.; (CLO 2)

3. describe social actions which have led to greater equality and social justice in the U.S. (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, and/or age) (CLO 4 & 5)

4. recognize and appreciate constructive interactions between people from different cultural, racial, and ethnic groups within the U.S. (CLO 5 & 6)

The Course Learning Objectives(CLOs) are for students to:

1. define and differentiate the abuse of power and the use of violence based upon gender, ethnicity, race, religion, class, sexual orientation, disability and age

2. identify how historical, social, psychological, economic and political factors have influenced the recognition of and response to each type of abusive relationship,

3. review current knowledge about the consequences of violence and effects on victims from diverse backgrounds,

4. develop self-awareness about their own prejudicial attitudes and behaviors that tolerate and promote abusive relationships,   

5. explore and evaluate ways that individuals from diverse backgrounds and communities can prevent and intervene in each type of abusive and violent relationship,

6. Critique the current justice system response and propose ways in which greater equality and justice can be achieved in each type of abusive relationship.  This involves reviewing: 

(a) statutory laws, 

(b) role of law enforcement, 

(c) proceedings within criminal, family and juvenile courts 

(d) auxiliary services offered by child protective, victim’s advocates and family court agencies  

Prerequisites: passed the Writing Skills Test (WST), have upper division standing (56 units), have completed all CORE GE classes, and successfully completed 100W.
Course Add/Drop Statement: Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for their absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped. You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 
Advanced GE Course.  JS136 has been approved for Area S. of Advanced General Education.

Required Reading:

- Wallace, H. (2008).  Family violence: Legal, medical and social perspectives. 5th Edition. Boston, Allyn & Bacon.
- American Psychological Association (APA) (2007) Publication Manual of the APA. 5th Edition. Any APA reference guide (published since 2005) is acceptable. 
- Other materials including journal articles and book chapters are available via Blackboard.
Course Requirements
Mid-term Paper (15%) A take-home written assignment about theories of violence is due at the beginning of class in Week 9. It is recommended that you provide a one page outline of your paper to the instructor by week 4 to ensure that you are on the right track.

Final Paper (25%)  A take-home written assignment about one of the contemporary controversies in family and community violence is due at the beginning of class in Week 16. It is recommended that you provide a one page outline of your paper to the instructor by week 12 to ensure that you are on the right track. 

Each paper will be 6-10 pages long, and will utilize at least 5 scholarly sources. It will be written strictly according to APA style (including APA style in-text citations and referencing). This style includes but is not limited to the following requirements: third person, past tense, double spaced, single sided, Times New Roman 12” font. Specific topics will be discussed in class. Papers submitted after the due date will not  be accepted without a university accepted excuse and accompanying documentation. 

Mid-term Exam (15%) and Final Exam (25%) Both exams will consist of a combination of multiple choice, true/false and short answer/essay questions.  Exams will cover content from assigned readings and lecture material. Students are required to provide their own scantron answer sheet for each exam (written answers will be completed on the exam itself). 

In class participation/Peer Review/group work (10%) Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and critique the assigned readings. In order to participate, one must be in attendance.  Attendance per se, however, is not considered to be participation, and cannot factor into one’s grade.  Participation includes but is not limited to in-class comments indicating knowledge of the subject matter, asking probing questions, and involvement in class activities including impromptu debates.  This means that assigned readings must be read and “digested” prior to each class meeting. Prior to submission of the final paper, students will also be required to review the draft paper of another student. This activity will be completed in class and will therefore count towards ‘participation’.
Film Response-Presentation and Paper (10%) Students will be required to watch at least one of a list of films throughout the course and respond to that film with a paper (no more than 4 pages, double spaced, single sided) and a brief presentation to the class. This paper and presentation should focus on the way the film complements the required reading and other course material. 

Caution regarding course content:  The material covered in class is not hypothetical and often reflects the actual experiences shared by many individuals, including those enrolled in the course.  It is not unusual for students to have experienced some of the abuses discussed.  These personal associations may bring up strong feelings for students. If you feel the material is bringing up issues for you that are affecting your ability to be successful in the course, please take advantage of the University counseling center and/or visit with the instructor.  Due to the nature of the course, the instructor asks that students not bring children to class.  The topics and audio-visuals used in class are not intended for children.  

Academic Integrity Statement: Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct
To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please visit: http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm. In accordance with University policy this course strives to uphold academic honesty.  Page 40 of the University catalogue clearly details University policies regarding cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating includes copying, submitting work previously graded in another course or submitting work simultaneously in two courses (unless otherwise approved), altering or interfering with grades, and use of surrogates for examinations. Plagiarism involves “representing the work of another as one’s own without appropriate credit.” (S98-1, p2).  If a student is suspected of academic dishonesty, the student will be instructed to meet for a mandatory conference with the instructor. Further academic and administrative sanctions will be considered based on the infraction.  Academic honesty is taken very seriously and any violations of university policy will not be tolerated.

American with Disabilities Act: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.
Extra Credit: THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE. No really, THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE.

Grade Breakdown:

	A+
	97-100%
	C+
	77-79%

	A
	93-96%
	C
	73-76%

	A-
	90-92%
	C-
	70-72%

	B+
	87-89%
	D+
	67-69%

	B
	83-86%
	D
	63-66%

	B-
	80-82%
	D-
	60-62%

	F
	-60%
	
	


Class Schedule: The Class Schedule below is tentative. The dynamics and abilities of the individual class often dictate the amount of time spent on classroom discussions and so on. This usually means that it is necessary to adjust some activities or materials as the semester progresses. This makes it particularly important to come to class on time (to receive those announcements) and to check in with the instructor after any absences. 
	wk
	date
	Topic


	readings

	1
	1/22
	Syllabus /overview/introductions
	

	2
	1/27
	Introduction, spectrum of violence
	Wallace 1

	
	1/29
	Macro level, “pedagogy of the oppressed”

***research paper – how to***
	Wallace 17

	3
	2/3*
	Child neglect and psychological maltreatment
	Wallace 4

	
	2/5*
	Child exploitation, foster care etc. 
	Wallace 8

	4
	2/10*
	Child physical and sexual abuse (incest and extrafamilial child molestation)
	Wallace 2 ((p. 39)

	
	2/12*
	
	Wallace 3

	5
	2/17*
	Effects of abuse and neglect (by age and gender) Externalization/internalization, gangs, juvenile delinquency 
	Article A

	
	2/19*
	
	Wallace 16

Article B

	6
	2/24*
	Responses to child abuse and neglect (legal, psych, community, outreach) CJS experience as victim, offender, witness
	Wallace 7

	
	2/26*
	
	

	7
	3/3*
	Midterm Review
	

	
	3/5
	Midterm EXAM 
	

	8
	3/10*
	IPV, family dynamics, spousal abuse, marital rape, witnessing DV
	Wallace 9

	
	3/12*
	
	

	9
	3/17*
	First Paper due

Special populations – elder abuse
	Wallace 11

	
	3/19*
	Special populations – same sex relationships
	Wallace 12

	10
	SPRING BREAK
	

	11
	3/31*
	Effects of IPV (family/community) 

Battered Women Syndrome, women who kill
	Wallace 16

Article C

	
	4/2*
	
	Wallace 10

Article D

	12
	4/7*
	Responses to  IPV (changes in legislation, arrest research, CJS, victim rights)
	Article E

	
	4/9*
	
	Article F

	13
	4/14*
	Stalking, psychological terrorism, vicarious violence
	Wallace 15

	
	4/16*
	Rape myths, acquaintance and date rape
	Article G

	14
	4/21
	In class peer review of final paper draft
	

	
	4/23*
	Stranger rape, kidnapping (adults & children) 
	Wallace 14

	15
	4/28*
	Rapist and child molester typologies 
	

	
	4/30*
	Female perpetrated sexual and nonsexual violence and abuse of children 
	

	16
	5/5*
	Final Paper due

Discrimination and hate crime (incidence, prevalence, responses, legislation)
	

	
	5/7*
	
	

	17
	5/12*
	Final Exam Reivew
	

	FINAL EXAM - TBA


* in class film presentation
Article A – Decline in CSA 


Article B – “Corey” (Hubner and Wolfson)

Article C – DV laws BW voices


Article D – voices of DV victims

Article E – Omaha Experiment 


Article F – Mandatory Arrest

Article G – Rape Myths[image: image1.png]



