SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE STUDIES

Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems 

(JS-159 – Section 01 #21955)
 Spring 2009

Monday/Wednesday 12.00pm-1.15pm (MH 526)

Instructor

Dr. Alessandro De Giorgi


E-mail



degiorgi@casa.sjsu.edu  




Office Hours




Monday: 1.30pm-5.30pm

(Business Tower) BT-451

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is based on the identification, discussion, and critical analysis of contemporary problems and controversies in the field of criminal justice. A major term paper on a selected topic is required. Mandatory prerequisites for enrollment include: 1) completion of JS-100W or equivalent; 2) completion of JS-105; 3) senior standing. Satisfaction of these conditions must be documented by the students on the first day of class (see section below: “JS-159 Enrollment Procedures”). A minimum grade of “C-” in JS-159 is required for graduation.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The main objective of this seminar is to engage students to identify, discuss, and critically analyze major issues concerning contemporary criminal justice policies in the US. Students will read, reflect, write, and offer in-class presentations about controversial topics in the field of criminal justice, such as the war on drugs, the war on crime, the persistence of the death penalty, mass-incarceration, electronic surveillance, zero-tolerance policing, selective incapacitation, gun control, community corrections, etc. 
On each of these major issues, students will be: 
1) Reading the relevant literature assigned by the instructor; 
2) Preparing weekly reading responses (see section below: “Course Requirements”); 
3) Giving weekly in-class presentations (see section below: “Course Requirements”); 
4) Preparing a final research paper (see section below: “Course Requirements”) to be presented in class and submitted on the final day of instruction (05-13-2009).

TEXTBOOK
Walker, S. (2006). Sense and Non-Sense About Crime and Drugs. A Policy Guide, 6th Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES

Bureau of Justice Statistics: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/ 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service: http://www.ncjrs.gov/index.html 
The Sentencing Project: http://www.sentencingproject.org 

MLK Library Database: http://www.sjlibrary.org/research/databases/index.htm 

MLK Library Journal Index: http://www.sjlibrary.org/research/ejournals/index.htm 
Criminal Justice Abstracts: HV60001.C67 (online: http://mill1.sjlibrary.org/search~S1)  
Justice Studies Reference Librarian: Nyle Monday (Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu) 
APA guidelines: http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/resources/apa/APAREShome.html
SJSU Writing Center: (408-924-2308): www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
CLASS PARTICIPATION
This is a seminar based on the student’s active involvement and participation. Each topic will be analyzed, presented, and thoroughly discussed in class during each meeting. Students are expected to come to class having done the assigned readings, and to bring to class their reading responses according to the weekly schedule (see section below: “Weekly Schedule and Assignments”). Please note: active participation, consistent attendance, and competent debate is crucial for a successful completion of JS-159. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS
1) Reading Responses [ongoing (weeks 2-8): 20% of final grade] 

From week 2 through week 8, students are expected to come to each class with a 2 page (double spaced) reading response about the reading assigned for that class. In each reading response, students are expected to: 

1) Describe the reading’s main topic 

2) Explain its relevance 

3) Raise at least two questions to be debated in class.

During each meeting (from week 2 through week 8) two randomly selected students will be asked to illustrate their own reading response to the class, in order to get the debate started. At the end of the session, these reading responses must be submitted to the instructor. Each reading response will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 20, for a maximum of 20 points (20% of final grade).  Please note: failing to illustrate and/or submit the reading response for two or more times will result in a failing grade for this course requirement.       
2) Chapter Presentations [ongoing (weeks 2-8): 20% of final grade]:
From week 2 through week 8, two students for each meeting will offer in-class presentations about the readings assigned for each class. Each presentation should last 10/15 minutes and should consist of:

1) Description of the reading’s main topic

2) Explanation of its relevance 
3) Critique of the topic from the perspective of policy effectiveness and social justice/injustice
Each presentation will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 20, for a maximum of 20 points (20% of final grade). The detailed calendar of chapter presentations will be available during the first week of instruction. Please note: make-up presentations will not be allowed, except for documented serious reasons (e.g. certified medical conditions, etc.).  
3) Paper Presentations [ongoing (weeks 11-16): 20% of final grade]:

From week 11 through week 16, students will offer 15/20 minutes in-class presentations about their research papers. Before each presentation, presenters will distribute a 1-page outline of their presentation to the class. The presentation must include the following:

1) Introduction describing the topic in general 
2) Analysis of at least three empirical studies        
3) Critique of current policies in terms of their effectiveness and social justice/injustice
4) Research Paper [due 05/13: 40% of final grade]

A 3000-3500 words (12-14 pages) research paper analyzing a justice-related topic is required for this course. Students can choose their topic based on their own research interests, but the topic must be discussed with the instructor (during office hours) for approval before March 18, 2009. 
Please note: no paper will be accepted without previous discussion and approval.  
In their paper, students should include the following: 

1) Introduction to the issue of their choice, explaining its relevance
2) Review the relevant literature on the issue (minimum of 3 scholarly articles)

3) Critical analysis of current policies about the issue (based on the reviewed literature)

4) A summary of findings and elaboration of alternative policy proposals

Papers will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 40, for a maximum of 40 points (40% of final grade). Please note: no late submissions will be accepted. (See also the section below: “Paper Requirements”). 
PAPER REQUIREMENTS
1) The research paper for this course should be a 3000/3500 (12-14 pages) long essay, typed in “Word” (12 font). Students are required to follow the American Psychological Association style of citation (APA guidelines can be found at the following web address: http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/resources/apa/APAREShome.html). 
2) Any extent of plagiarism will result in a failing grade on this assignment. For a detailed definition of plagiarism and important information on how to avoid it, please consult the following website: http://www.sjlibrary.org/services/literacy/info_comp/plagiarism.htm
3) In this paper students should review/analyze/criticize at least three research articles on a specific topic (chosen by the student with the instructor’s approval). The discussion about the topic (and the articles chosen for the literature review) must be take place during office hours, before March 18, 2009. 

Please note: the three research articles must be turned in with the paper. 

4) In writing their paper, students should organize their work according to the following  structure:

1) Introduction: (relevance of the topic/current policies/brief history, etc.)

2) Literature review: (analysis of the three articles/evaluation of findings/critiques)   
3) Critical analysis of current policies: (evaluation of current policies/social justice issues/etc.) 
4) Summary of findings & alternative policies: (main arguments presented/what can be done?)
5) The evaluation and grading of the research papers will be based on the following elements:
1) Originality (relating ideas to issues; reflexivity and critique, etc.) 

2)Comprehension (use of concepts; knowledge of theoretical perspectives, etc.)   

3) Structure (appropriate use of sources; internal consistency, etc.) 

4) Clarity (presentation of ideas; proof-reading; correct use of APA format, etc.)
GRADING SYSTEM
	Grading System
	Grade

	98-100
	  A+

	94-97
	A

	91-93
	 A-

	88-90
	   B+

	84-87
	B

	81-83
	  B-

	78-80
	   C+

	74-77
	C

	71-73
	 C-

	68-70
	   D+

	64-67
	D

	61-63
	  D-

	<60
	F


WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
IMPORTANT: You are expected to do the readings indicated in the weekly schedule in advance of each class, and to bring to class your reading response. The readings (and reading responses) will be discussed in class, and the instructor expects that all students will be able to participate with questions, comments, etc. 

Week 1
General Introduction




M 01/26
Documentation/Enrollment
W 01/28
JS-159 Syllabus/Requirements/Assignments/Calendar of Presentations
Week 2
Crime and Punishment in the US (reading responses due)
 
M 02/02
Reading: Walker, Crime and Policy: A Complex Problem (Ch. 1)
W 02/04
Reading: Walker, Models of Criminal Justice (Ch 2)
Week 3 
Reforming Criminal Justice? (reading responses due)
M 02/09
Reading: Walker, The Going Rate (Ch. 3)
W 02/11
Reading: Walker, The Career Criminal (Ch. 4)
Week 4
“Getting Though” on Crime I (reading responses due)
M 02/16
Reading: Walker, Unleash the Cops! (Ch. 5)
W 02/18
Reading: Walker, Deter the Criminals (Ch. 6)
Week 5
“Getting Though” on Crime II (reading responses due)
M 02/23
Reading: Walker, Lock’Em Up (Ch. 7)
W 02/25
Reading: Walker, Close the Loopholes (Ch. 8)
Week 6 
Gun Control and Violence in the US (reading responses due)
M 03/02
Reading: Walker, Protect Crime Victims (Ch. 9)
W 03/04
Reading: Walker, Control Gun Crimes (Ch. 10)
Week 7
Scrutinizing the “Liberal Agenda” (reading responses due)
M 03/09
Reading: Walker, Treat’Em! (Ch. 11)
W 03/11
Reading: Walker, Gain Compliance with the Law (Ch. 12)
Week 8 
The Drug Issue  (reading responses due)
M 03/16
Reading: Walker, Sense and Nonsense About Drugs (Ch. 13) 
W 03/18
Reading: Walker, Crime and Community: Putting it All Together (Ch. 14)


[Deadline for Discussion about Research Paper]
Week 9
Spring Recess


Week 10  Movie: The US War on Drugs and its Victims


M 03/30
K. Booth, American Drug War: The Last White Hope, 2007 (Intro/Part I)
W 04/01
K. Booth, American Drug War: The Last White Hope, 2007 (Part II/Discussion)


Week 11
Paper Presentation Session

M 04/06
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 04/08
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
Week 12 
Paper Presentation Session
M 04/13
 In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 04/15
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
Week 13
Paper Presentation Session


M 04/20
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 04/22
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
Week 14 
Paper Presentation Session
M 04/27
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 04/29
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
Week 15
Paper Presentation Session
M 05/04
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 05/06
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
Week 16
Paper Presentation Session/Deadline for Paper Submission


M 05/11
In-class Paper Presentations/Outline to Class/Discussion
W 05/13
Final Papers Due
STUDENT CONDUCT 

Attendance: According to University policy F69-24 “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading”. Attendance is taken at each class meeting using sign-in sheets. 
Etiquette: While in class please turn your cell phone off. If your laptop has wireless access you may use it to access information relevant to the discussion, but please do not read emails, newspapers or other non-class related material during class. Students are encouraged to speak up with questions and comments, and to respond to points raised by other students. However, the maintenance of an effective discussion space in class requires all of us to act with respect for everyone else in the room.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Course Add/Drop Statement

Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class. Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites. However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped. You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 
Academic Integrity Statement

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University. As such, students are expected to perform their own work without the use of any outside resources. Academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and demonstrate a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor: therefore, they will not be tolerated under any circumstance. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity. Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University. 

The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see the instructor and visit:

http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
American with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.

Student Rights and Responsibilities
The full statement on Student Rights and Responsibilities may be found at: http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm

JS-159 ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES
In order to sign up for JS 159 (Senior Seminar) in Spring semester 2009, you must ATTEND the first day of your preferred section with the following items in hand. MAKE SURE you have these items with you, as our office will not be able to supply them for you on the first day of class. 

1) PROOF that you have successfully completed 100W and JS 105. A MySJSU printout that shows your classes completed or an unofficial transcript will suffice for this requirement. 

2) PROOF that you have senior standing and that you have filed for graduation. You can bring a copy of your signed major form that you filed with your application for graduation, you can bring your evaluation/graduation contract or you can bring the first page of your degree progress report that shows your expected graduation date. 

***Forensic Science Majors – It is important that you have a copy of your major form or some type of verification that you are a Forensic Science Major because JS 105 is not a required class and is not a required prerequisite to enroll in JS 159***
Add codes will be given out on the first day of class to those who have proper documentation. Priority for adding the class is as follows: 1) those students who have completed the prerequisites AND are scheduled to graduate in May 2009. Top priority is also extended to admitted graduate students who must complete JS 159 as a prerequisite to the graduate level required courses.  2)  Those who have completed the prerequisites but will not be graduating until Summer or Fall 2009. 3) Those who have not filed for graduation, but have completed the prerequisites and hold senior standing (completed 90+ units). 

If demand by graduating seniors exceeds space for any given section, the professor will use some form of random selection process to allocate slots to students. Almost all students have competing demands with work and family schedules, so it is impossible to allocate spots in any single class based on students' schedule needs. We are able to accommodate all graduating seniors,  just not necessarily in the student's first choice of section. 

Students who have not completed the prerequisites, or who are concurrently enrolled in one or both of them, and students who have not reached senior standing are generally NOT allowed to enroll in this course. The prerequisites are essential to success in this course, so it is important that you have completed them before enrolling in JS 159. 
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