JS118: Theories of Crime and Deviance 

Danielle A Harris, PhD
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 11:00 – 3:40pm 
Winter 2010, San Jose State University

Contact Details:
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 10am-11am
Office Location: MH 527
Email: dharris@casa.sjsu.edu 

Website: (for lecture notes, class materials, and readings): TBA


Class Description
Criminology, the study of crime, attempts to describe the nature and extent of crime, to explain its causes and to examine the reasons for and effectiveness of societal responses to crime.  This course introduces students to the study of criminal behavior and the measurement of crime and victimization.  Major theories of crime causation are examined in order to provide possible explanations for crime rates and patterns.  Typological categories of crime and the characteristics of those who commit certain types of crimes are also reviewed.

Required Reading:

· Akers, R. and Sellers, C (2004). Criminological Theories, 4th ed. Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing. (other editions okay)
· PDFs will be arranged in nine blocks and available online and distributed via email
Attendance
Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Covering a semester’s amount of work in three weeks makes it especially important to not miss a single meeting. Students are responsible for ALL material covered in class, whether they are in class or not.  You are advised to make a friend in class who would be willing to share class notes with you and you with them since I will not provide notes to students who miss class.
Assessment Deadlines 

Submission deadlines for written work are firm.  If you do not intend or will be unable to meet said deadline, you must let the instructor know prior to the deadline.  There will be no exceptions to this rule.

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism:

Academic dishonesty and plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s work as your own.  This includes copying from sources without citing and claiming someone else’s original work or ideas as your own.  Copying from another student is also considered plagiarism.  

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct .
To better understand plagiarism and to aid you in making sure that you are not plagiarizing, please see me and/or visit: http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/index.htm
Statement on Classroom Disruptions:  

Students are expected to be courteous during class.  Any student engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave.  Examples of disruptive behavior include arriving late to class, repeatedly leaving and entering the classroom without authorization, persisting in speaking without being recognized, the use of cell phones and beepers, use of personal stereo systems, reading outside material, doing crossword puzzles, and sleeping.

Assessment: 
Class Participation, Video worksheets, in class exercises and debates (30%): Participation in class discussions, video worksheets, pop quizzes and short answer style homework assignments will be assessed throughout the semester.

Theory Evaluations (in lieu of term paper) (50%): Every block (class session) will include a discussion of numerous explanations of crime and criminality. Students will be required to choose and evaluate one of these theoretical perspectives according to a prescribed set of criteria. Each theory evaluation will be no longer than four (4) pages double spaced.  An evaluation will be due at the beginning of each class session. Late work will not be accepted without a university accepted excuses (illness, death in the family, etc). 
Final Examination (20%): The final examination will comprise multiple-choice graded questions and short answer/essay questions. It will be completed during the last class meeting.
NB: THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE
Course Add/Drop Statement

Instructors are permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first scheduled class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and their intention to continue in the class.  Some instructors will drop students who do not meet the stated course prerequisites.  However, instructors are not required to drop a student from their course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure classes are dropped. You, the student, are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawal, etc. found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct 
American with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.
Grade Breakdown (keep track of your grades, and progress in the class)
	Assessment item

	Due date
	grade

	Video Worksheet
	Day 1


	

	Theory Evaluation 1


	Day 2
	

	Class Debate


	Day 2
	

	Theory Evaluation 2

	Day 3
	

	Video Worksheet


	Day 3
	

	Theory Evaluation 3

	Day 4
	

	In class participation 


	Day 4
	

	Theory Evaluation 4

	Day 5
	

	In class participation 


	Day 5
	

	Theory Evaluation 5

	Day 6
	

	In class participation 


	Day 6
	

	Theory Evaluation 6

	Day 7
	

	In class participation 


	Day 7
	

	Theory Evaluation 7

	Day 8
	

	In class participation 


	Day 8
	

	Theory Evaluation 8
	Day 9
	

	Final Exam
	Day 9
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	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3

	Introduction

· What is a theory

· Why do we need theory?

· Brainstorm (What is crime? Why does crime occur? Why do people commit crime?)

· Identifying crime in film (in class exercise)

· Classic perspectives (Classical School and Early Positivism)
Reading: Block 1 (A-D);

Text: chapter 1
	Nature and extent of crime mismeasurement of crime and criminality

· How do we know what we know?

· Biological and evolutionary theories, psychological approaches, and trait theory

· Crime Gene Hypothetical (in class exercise)

Reading: Block 2 (A-B);

Text: chapters 3 & 4
	Social Structure theories

· Social disorganization theory

· Strain and the American Dream

· Mapping crime (In class exercise)
Reading: Text: chapter 8



	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Social process theories

· Learning theories

· Differential association, 
· Differential reinforcement, 
· Subculture of violence, 
· Techniques of neutralization
Reading: Block 4 (A-B);

Text: chapter 5
	Control theories 

· social bonds, 

· Modern classical approaches (rational choice, deterrence theory)
· Routine activities theory 
Reading: Text: chapter 2
	Critical perspectives 

· Labeling and reaction

· Feminist criminology

· Special populations and new approaches

Reading: Text: chapters 7, 9, 10, 11

	DAY 7
	DAY 8
	DAY 9

	Life course criminology 

· Dual taxonomy theory

· Age graded theory of informal social control 

· Criminal career paradigm (escalation, specialization/versatility desistance)
Reading: Block 7 (A-D)


	Modern perspectives

· Broken windows
· Situational crime prevention
· Reintegrative shaming
· Restorative justice
· Good lives model and human rights

Reading: Block 8 (A-B)


	A new way forward

· Integrating theories 

· Thornberry and Elliott

· Analysis of all theories so far, pros and cons, 

· Best and worst? 

· Theory awards

Reading: Block 9 (A-C)

Text: chapter 12
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