
San José State University
Justice Studies/CASA
Js 159 (02), 47877, Senior Seminar Contemporary Problems, Fall 2011

	Instructor:
	Sang Hea Kil

	Office Location:
	MH 513

	Telephone:
	408-924-2912; I only pick up during office hours so do not leave messages. Email me instead.

	Email:
	sangheakil@gmail.com; M, W 9am-12pm; T, Th 9:30am-5pm; F 9am-11am. Please be aware of my emails hours, as it will affect when I can respond.  

	Office Hours:
	T, Th; 1-2.30pm.  Make appointments online at: http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/advising/js_advising/index.htm  

	Class Days/Time:
	T, Th; 10:30-11:45pm.

	Classroom:
	SPXC 211

	Prerequisites:
	Js 105 and 100w; senior standing; minimum grade “c“ required for graduation

	GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
	none

	Course Fees:
	none


Course Description 

I designed this class to be a culminating experience of your justice studies major.  In this class, I require the student to identify, discuss and analyze a justice-related, social problem of their choice using original research gathered by the student and analyzed in an academically rigorous and professional manner in the form of a final research paper.  We will overview theories on racism and discourse, learn how to construct a literature review, gather original research from media sources, perform content and/or media analysis as a research methodology, and analyze the data in a critical, clear, and polished manner. I will teach and guide students on the “nuts & bolts” of building a final research paper by using the literature on two current social problems as a model for students: political immigration discourse and the media coverage of Hurricane Katrina.  

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The goals for this course are simple.  This course is designed to improve your critical reading, writing, speaking, and analytical skills.  Below are the learning objectives for this course. 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

LO1 read academic, peer-reviewed materials at a proficient level and apply key ideas and concept from those materials to the Final Research Paper (FRP). You will achieve LO1 with Reading Abstract and Collaborative Involvement (RACI) exercises and your FRP.  

LO2 write in an academically clear and organized manner with research integrated and cited in APA style. You will achieve LO2 with your In-Class Practice Exercises (ICPE), FRP and RACIs.

LO3 speak in a professional manner about the student’s research project, participate robustly in class discussion on a regular basis, and practice active listening skills (no texts, no laptops, no distractions, no domination, etc). You will achieve LO3 with your Oral Presentation (OP) and RACIs.

LO4 analyze concepts and ideas critically and skillfully.  You will achieve LO4 with your ICPEs, OP, RACIs and FRP. 

Required Texts/Readings 

All materials for this class are found on D2L.  You are required to bring a paper copy of the reading due for that day to class.  PDF copies do not apply since laptop use is not allowed during class. You must bring in a printed copy of the readings each day or you forfeit the value of the assignment due for that day. Exceptions only apply to those who have registered with Disability Resources Center and need the use of a laptop. 

An American Psychological Association (APA) citation style manual or handbook.

Online resources:

eCampus website: www.sjsu.edu/ecampus .  

If you have problem with D2L please go to the SJSU Help Desk (924-2377). 

Make sure you change the settings so that course announcements will be forwarded to your preferred email address.  If you are having trouble, seek the help desk in Clark hall ASAP.  You are responsible for all D2L activity so check it frequently.  DO NOT EMAIL ME VIA D2L, email me ONLY at sangheakil@gmail.com.

Library Liaison 

Nyle C. Monday
(408) 808-2041

Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu

Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to arrive on time and leave when class time ends.  If you have a learning or physical disability, you need to register with the Disability Resource Center. You must turn your cell phone or electronic devices off/silent and put them away.  No laptop use during class. Any use of these devices during class time will impact your grade.  Collaborative conversations about the readings or topic are encouraged, but individuals are strongly advised not to dominate conversation as well as not to stay persistently silent. Either of these strategies will result in a poor class participation grade. So please show up to class, turn in your work, participate in a collaborative manner, and show academic diligence each class period.  

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-298.html. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Assignments and Grading Policy

All assignments must be word-processed and printed duplex (front and back). Points will be deducted otherwise.  

Late Work: If you have to miss class, you must provide a 3rd party documented excuse with contact info and signature in order for me to take your work late.  Legitimate excuses are: medical emergency, death in the family, car accident, etc.  Otherwise, I will not accept late work.  I will also not accept emailed work. All work, to be considered on-time, must be turned in at beginning of the class when I collect assignments and anytime after that is considered late.  

Grading Breakdown:

40%- Final research Paper

20%-In-Class Practice Exercises 

25%-Reading Abstract and Collaborative Involvement 
15%- Oral Presentation

100% total points for the class

Reading Abstract and Collaborative Involvement (RACI).  You must follow these instructions carefully to maximize your grade.  

1-Reading Abstract (RA)- This will improve your reading comprehension and writing skills.  For each class period a reading is assigned, you must turn in a one-page abstract of the reading [500 words]. This summary will demonstrate to me that you can identify the thesis and the major points of the paper.  Include the author and short title in quotes in the first line of the summary. Do not use contractions [use “do not” and not “don’t”].  Please use APA in-text citation for the summary. Also include the full bibliographic information at the bottom of each summary in APA format.  For each day a reading is assigned you must write a full page [500 words], regardless of how many reading are assigned [see below for details]. Print on one side of the page only. Use 12 font, single spacing and 1-inch margins on all sides only.  Proper spelling and grammar required. 

2-Collaborative Involvement (CI)-This will improve your active listening and speaking skills.  First, at the end of each summary, formulate a discussion question that you will contribute for class discussion. Please make sure the question is based on the reading’s concepts. Please place this question after the bibliographic information.  Do not use a yes/ no formulated question. Second, include detailed notes from the class discussion on the blank/back side of the CP to show that you were a) actively engaged in listening to the class discussion about the reading material and that your active listening b) enhanced your knowledge about the reading.  Remember your participation in class will be reflected in this part of your grade so do not stay silent and contribute to the discussion to maximize your grade. 

Here is a brief model of the CP.  Additional points will be deducted if you deviate from this format:

	Student’s name

Date due (not date completed)

JS159 F-11

RACI #1

Summary:

In Omi and Winant’s (2009) article titled, “Racial formation,” the authors argue that …[paraphrase the thesis statement of the article here].  [Put the major of points of the article here to complete your summary. Use subheading to help you determine major supporting points. If there is only one article due, try to complete the summary in about 500 words. If there are two articles, complete the summary with 250 words for each article. Try to fit the summary on one side of the printed page since the other side will be used for notes (see below). Do not use quotes of the text but paraphrase in order to summarize].

Omi, M., &Winant, H. (2009). Racial formation. In T. Ore (Ed.), The social      construction of difference and inequality (pp.19-28) (4th ed.).  Boston: McGraw-Hill.

Discussion Question:  How does Omi and Winant’s discussion of race, as a social rather than biological concept, challenge the way you understood race?

------------------------------------------------------------

[side over]

Notes on class discussion will be hand written here. Notes need to be robust in order to receive full credit and need to demonstrate critical thinking.  Failure to do so will dramatically reduce your grade. You need to show me here that you were seriously engaged during class. 




In-Class Practice Exercises (ICPE)- This part of your course grade is in two parts: 1) there will be 2 in-class writing assignments based on class materials that will prepare the student to write a social scientific literature review and methodology and 2) there will be library research day activities to help the student target relevant research for their FRP. Both of these assignments are designed to help the student craft the highest quality FRP.  

Final Research Paper (FRP)- This paper will show me that the student can apply the “nuts and bolts” of how to do a research paper onto a specific research topic of their choice. Specifically, the student needs to analyze racial theories in relation to a justice-related media event. This assignment is designed to allow students to demonstrate empirical competency of an ACADEMIC research subject that is relevant to the course content. This paper is an exercise in qualitative research design. The student must also demonstrate relevance to the course material by citing at least 2 class sources in the FRP. Throughout the semester, the student is required to turn in materials relating to their final research project (see the calendar below) so that I can provide meaningful feedback about the student’s developing work on this paper. 

Requirements:10 pages [not including the works cited, title, and abstract page], front/back printing [or 5 point deduction], double spaced, 12 Font, active voice, subheadings, no contractions [use “do not” and not “don’t”], 1 inch margins all sides, APA citation style, cover page and abstract. Please staple the paper in the upper left-hand corner. 

Grading breakdown of FRP:

10 points- interesting introduction, title and accurate abstract.

30 points-thesis statement and body reflected well.  Frequent use and proper citation of relevant academic research.  Shows relevance to course materials.  Body must include  background, theory, literature review, methods and analysis sections. Academic sources are paraphrased and not quoted in APA.

30 points- bibliography has 10-12 academic sources [not including the 2 class sources], which are on-target and current and used well in the paper. 

10 points-conclusion summarizes the main points of the paper succinctly and also gives suggestions for future research or policy/social movement recommendations.

10 points- current APA citation style is used throughout the paper.

10 points- grammar, active voice, spelling, paragraph structure, and punctuation.

100 points

Oral Presentation (OP)-This presentation will allow the student to share her/his/their research with the class in a manner that is clear, cohesive, critical and engaging. Length of presentation is contingent upon class size and time constraints and will be announced at a later date. Students must use presentation software and are responsible for mastering the program and practicing the timing of the presentation well before the OP date.

Assignments will be fairly graded as described by the method below:

A-/A/A+(90-92/93-96/97-100)[excellent]: The paper (or project) contains no grammatical, spelling, or typographical errors. It is outstanding in clarity, style, and organization. The depth and accuracy of the information covered are appropriate for the assignment. The style and format of the paper are appropriate for the assignment. Paper demonstrates sharp analytical ability.

B-/B/B+ (80-82/83-86/87-89)[very good]: The paper (or project) contains a few minor grammatical, typographical and spelling errors. For the most part, the paper is clearly written and logically organized. The topic is covered in reasonable depth and the information presented is accurate. The style and format of the paper are appropriate for the assignment. Paper demonstrates good analytical ability.

C-/C/C+(70-72/73-76/77-79)[acceptable, ok]: The paper (or project) contains grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors. It could be more clearly written and logically organized. For the most part, the depth of coverage of the topic is thin and the information’s accuracy is questionable. The style and format of the paper need improvement. Paper demonstrates ordinary analytical ability.

D-/D/D+(60-62/63-66/67-69)[below average/unacceptable]: One of these grades will be received for ANY of the following reasons, with the specific grade assigned depending on the severity of the problems. The paper contains significant or serious grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors. It is not clearly written or logically organized. The train of thought is difficult to follow. The depth of coverage of the topic is not adequate. The information presented is inaccurate. The style and/or format of the paper are not appropriate to the assignment. Project shows dull analytical ability.

F(59 or less)[unacceptable]: A paper or project will receive an F if two or more of the following conditions are satisfied: The paper contains significant or serious grammatical, typographical, or spelling errors; it is not clearly written or logically organized; the train of thought is difficult to follow; the depth of coverage of the topic is not adequate; the information presented is inaccurate; the style and/or format of the paper are not appropriate to the assignment. The paper will also receive an F if some or all parts of the paper have been plagiarized, as defined later in this greensheet/syllabus.

Course Calendar 

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	
	

	
	Th. 8/25
	Introduction, overview of the syllabus, glamour shots, study buddies, etc

	2


	T. 8/30
	1) Immigration Discourse

RACI #1 due 

Mehan, H. (1997). The discourse of the illegal immigration debate: A case study in the politics of representation. Discourse & Society, 8(2), 249-270. 

	
	Th. 9/1
	RACI #2 due 

Suárez-Orozco, M. (1996). California dreaming: Proposition 187 and the cultural psychology of racial and ethnic exclusion. Anthropology and Education Quarterly, 27(2), 151-167. 

	3


	T. 9/6
	RACI #3 due 

Calavita, K. (1996). The new politics of immigration: ‘Balanced-budget conservatism’ and the symbolism of proposition 187. Social Problems, 43(3), 284-305. 

	
	Th. 9/8
	RACI #4 due 

Ana, O. S., Moran, J., & Sanchez, C. (1998). Awash under a brown tide: Immigration metaphors in California public and print media discourse. Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano Studies, 23(2), 137-176. 

	4


	T. 9/13
	RACI #5 due 

Takacs, S. (1999). Alien-nation: Immigration, national identity and transnationalism. Cultural Studies, 13(4), 591-620. ; Topic for FRP due.

	
	Th. 9/15
	RACI #6 due 

Chavez, Leo. (2008). Spectacle in the desert: the minuteman project on the US-Mexico border. In D. Pratten, & A. Sen (Eds.), Global vigilantes: perspectives on justice and violence (pp.25-46). New York: Columbia University Press.  

	5


	T. 9/20
	RACI #7 due 

Kil, S. H. (2011). Immigration and ‘operations’: The militarization (and medicalization) of the US-Mexico border.  In P. P. Frassinelli, R. Frenkel & D. Watson (Eds.), Traversing transnationalism: The horizons of literary and cultural studies  (pp. 75-). Amsterdam: Rodopi.

	
	Th. 9/22
	RACI #8 due 

Menjívar, C., & Kil, S. (2002). For their own good: Benevolent rhetoric and exclusionary language in public officials' discourse on immigrant-related issues. Social Justice, 29(1/2), 160-176. 



	6


	T. 9/27
	RACI #9 due 

Cisneros, J. (2008).  Contaminated communities: The metaphor of “immigrant as pollutant” in media representations of immigrations.  Rhetoric & Public Affairs, 11(4), 569-601.; Bibliography and Thesis Statement for FRP due.

	
	Th. 9/29
	ICWA#1- Theory and Literature Review

	7


	T. 10/4
	Movie-The Other Side of Immigration (2009) (30 min); Read materials provided on content/media analysis.  

	
	Th. 10/6
	Movie-The Other Side of Immigration (2009) (30 min)

	8


	T. 10/11
	RACI #10 due on movie; Library research activity

	
	Th. 10/13
	2) Media and Hurricane Katrina

RACI #11 due 

Johnson, K. A., Dolan, M. K., & Sonnett, J. (2011). Speaking of looting: An analysis of racial propaganda in national television coverage of hurricane katrina. Howard Journal of Communications, 22(3), 302-318. 

	9


	T. 10/18
	RACI #12 due 

Tierney, K., Bevc, C., and Kuligowski. (2006).  Metaphors Matter: Disaster Myths, Media Frames, and Their Consequences in Hurricane Katrina.  The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 604(1), 57-81.

	
	Th. 10/20
	Library research activity

	10


	T. 10/25
	RACI #13 due 

Shah, H. (2009). Legitimizing Neglect: Race and Rationality in Conservative News Commentary About Hurricane Katrina. Howard Journal of Communications, 20(1), 1-17. ; Detailed outline of FRP due.  

	
	Th. 10/27
	Library research activity

	11


	T.11/1
	RACI #14 due 

Kahle, S., Yu, N. & Whiteside, E. (2007). Another Disaster: An examination of portrayals of race in Hurricane Katrina coverage. Visual Communication Quarterly, 14 (2), 75-89.

	
	Th. 11/3
	ICWA#2-Methodology

	12
	T. 11/8
	Pass back ICWA#2; in-class work on methodology

	
	Th. 11/10
	In class work on FRP

	13


	T. 11/15
	4-page Rough draft of FRP due; When the Levees Broke (2006)

	
	Th. 11/17
	Pass back of RTF with comments; When the Levees Broke (2006)

	14


	T. 11/22
	RACI #15 due on movie; Library Research Activity 

	
	Th. Campus 

Closed
	Thanksgiving Holiday

	15


	T. 11/29
	Peer review of FRP

	
	Th. 12/1
	FRP due; OP; 

	16


	T. 12/6
	OP cont. 

	
	Th. 12/8
	OP cont. 

	Final Exam


	T. 12/13
	9:45am-Noon; OP. 


University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Peer Mentor Center 

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. Website of Peer Mentor Center is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/
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