
San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 202, Seminar in Justice Research Methods, Sec 01, Fall 2011 

	Instructor:
	Dr. Claudio Vera Sanchez

	Office Location:
	MH 512

	Telephone:
	408-924-5337

	Email:
	claudio.verasanchez@sjsu.edu



	Office Hours:
	All day, every day, I am your humble servant.

No seriously, my office hours are on Tuesday and Thursday (2:30PM-3:30PM), Wednesday (3PM-5PM), or by appointment.

	Class Days/Time:
	Tuesday, 4:30PM-7:15PM

	Classroom:
	MH 526


Course Description 

Examination of research methods applied to solving problems and resolving issues in justice-related agencies, organizations and processes. Focuses on the application of the scientific method to problem-solving and program evaluation. Prerequisite: STAT 95 or equivalent, JS 105 or equivalent, and graduate standing.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The objective of this course is to orient students to understanding and/or planning experimental and other forms of research.  The objective of this class is also to develop marketable skills, since research is utilized in many contemporary fields and occupations.  

This course is a seminar in advanced justice research methods.  In a seminar, students meet regularly to report and discuss an area of research under the guidance of a professor.  The professor’s role in this course is to host your conversations, steer your thinking in intellectually sound directions, and to evaluate your work.  The professor will not lecture or carry the conversation.  Instead, the role of a seminar is to make students expert in an area of study.  As a scholar, you should approach this course with the mentality that the group has the burden of educating itself.  Since participation is a key element in this class, my advice is to not take this course if you anticipate missing class regularly.   

The Goals of the Course are as follows:


You will learn how to evaluate various research designs.


You will learn how to write a grant proposal. 

You will learn how to state a research question in terms of hypotheses.


You will learn how to conduct basic quantitative and qualitative research.


You will learn how to understand statistical tests.

Required Texts/Readings 

Bryman, A. (2008).  Social research methods, 3rd ed.  New York: Oxford University Press, Inc. ISBN-10: 9780199202959

Glaser, B., and Strauss, A. (1967).  The discovery of grounded theory: Strategies for qualitative research.  Aldine Transaction. ISBN-10: 0202302601

Kuhn, T.S. (1996).  The structure of scientific revolutions, 3rd ed.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN-10: 9780226458083

O’connell Davidson, J., & Layder, D. (1994).  Methods, sex, and madness.  Routledge. ISBN-10: 0415097649
You can purchase the textbook and additional required readings at the Spartan bookstore.  

Other Readings

Supplemental required readings will be posted on Desire2Learn (previously Blackboard), Turnitin.com, or sent via email.  

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/.  Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Assignments and Grading Policy

The course requirements consist of weekly case study/concept application critiques, two research projects, a two-part grant proposal, and an in-class presentation of your final research paper. The assignments are due at the beginning of class by the due date and will not be accepted by email or late.  Their grade will be zero.  

The grades will be calculated as follows:

My grading scale is:

Your grade is composed of:

98 – 100 A+    91 – 97 A        90 A-

Case study critiques

30 points

88 – 89 B+
81 – 87 B
80 B-


Project 1 


10 points

78 – 79 C+
71 – 77 C
70 C-


Project 2


10 points

68 – 69 D+
61 – 67 D
60 D-


Grant Proposal 1

20 points

59 and below F




Grant Proposal 2

20 points








In-class Presentation

10








Total Points


100

The case study/concept application critiques are designed to enhance your comprehension of complex research related concepts by applying what you have learnt in the readings.  You must select any one or two case studies from the textbook chapter and apply any of the concepts from the other readings assigned that same day to the case studies.  On days that textbook chapters are not assigned (i.e., no case studies), simply apply the concepts you have learnt from the books/works to the field of justice studies or criminology.  You must write a one-page case study/concept application critique every week, single-spaced, Times New Roman, one-inch margins, 12-point font, to be submitted on the day the reading or readings are due. 

The research projects will require you to conduct different types of research (quantitative or qualitative).  The objective of these projects is to expose you to various research methodologies, and will allow you to be creative in exploring any research topic of your choosing.  Two research projects will be assigned, ranging in length of 3 to 4 pages, and more information will be provided about these assignments later in class. 

You will write a two-part grant proposal.  The objective of the proposal is to learn how to write grants, a valuable tool often used to secure funding from federal or private agencies.   

The in-class presentation consists of presenting your research proposal to the class, as you would at a conference, for 10 to 15 minutes.  You must utilize PowerPoint to present your work.   

Two to three persons will be selected every week to teach, for 15-20 minutes, in an innovative way, a research methods concept or concepts from the assigned readings.  The presenters must clearly demonstrate how the assigned research methods concepts are applicable to the field of justice studies or criminology.  You may employ PowerPoint to aide your presentations.  Lastly, you must generate at least ten discussion questions to secure the participation of your classmates.  

Both research proposals and projects must be submitted by the due date in-class AND to turnitin.com.  

The class ID and password for turnitin.com are as follows:

Class ID: 4179881
Password: Methods3
University Policies

Academic Integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Other Misconduct

You are also expected to respect the right of your fellow students to learn.  You should make sure that cell phones, text devices, radios, games, and so forth are turned off prior to class.  If you use a laptop computer in class, your computer use should not distract others.  Broadcasting material not relevant to the course is inappropriate.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Although I do not anticipate making major modifications to the course syllabus, I reserve the right to make changes to improve this class.  
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	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	08/30
	Introductions, Syllabus, Survey

	2


	09/06


	Readings: Chapter 1 (Social Research Strategies), Chapter 12 (Content Analysis), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapters 1-3) 

Research Proposal, Content Analysis/Ethnography

	3


	09/13


	Readings: Chapter 2 (Research Designs), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapter 6)

Project 1 Due

	4


	09/20


	Readings: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chapters 1-10), Online reading (Popper, 1959), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapter 9)

	5


	09/27


	Readings: Chapter 9 (Self-completion questionnaires), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapters 4 and 5)



	6


	10/04


	Readings: Chapter 10 (Asking questions), Online reading (Fisher and Cullen, 2000)



	7


	10/11


	Readings: Chapter 3 (Ethics and Politics in Social Research), Chapter 7 (Sampling)

Grant Proposal 1 Due, Probability Theory, Chi-Square

	8


	10/18


	Readings: Chapter 11 (Structured Observation), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapter 6)

	9


	10/25


	Readings: Chapter 13 (Secondary Analysis and Official Statistics), Chapter 14 (Data Analysis)

	10


	11/01


	Readings: Chapter 16 (The nature of qualitative research), Chapter 18 (Interviewing in Qualitative Research)

	11


	11/08
	Readings: Chapter 17 (Ethnography and Participant Observation), Methods, Sex, and Madness (Chapter 7)

	12


	11/15


	Readings: Chapter 22 (Qualitative Analysis), The Discovery of Grounded Theory (Chapters 1-6), Grant Proposal 2 Due 

	13


	11/22


	Readings: The Discovery of Grounded Theory (7-11)



	14


	11/29


	Readings: Chapter 24 (Breaking down the quantitative/qualitative divide), Online reading (Shadish, Cook, and Campbell, 2002) 

	15


	12/06 


	Final Presentations, Project 2 Due

	16


	To be announced


	Final Presentations
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