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Course Description: 

Critical analysis of the cultural, political and economic dimensions of penal politics in contemporary American society, with particular reference to the relationships between criminal justice and social justice. Emphasis on issues of racial, economic, and gender inequality.
Course Overview:

This course offers a critical reconstruction of some recent transformations of punishment in the United States. Since the last quarter of the twentieth century, the U.S. penal system has been affected by what some scholars have called a “punitive turn”: rising incarceration rates, longer prison sentences, harsher drug laws, and increasingly punitive penal policies. As a consequence of this “tough on crime” approach, today more than 2.3 million individuals are detained in U.S. prisons and jails, while almost 5 million people are either on probation or parole. With almost 1% of its residents currently behind bars, the U.S. features the largest prison population in the world, despite a constant decline in crime rates during the last two decades. The current penal crisis is the result of two distinct wars that have been waged across American cities since the late 1970s: the “war on crime” and the “war on drugs”. The course offers a theoretically informed analysis of these changes in penal politics and explores the cultural, political, and economic dimensions of punishment, with particular reference to the impact of mass-incarceration on socioeconomic and racial inequalities in the U.S. 

Course Objectives:
After successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Competently define and describe the multiple facets of current penal policies and critically reflect on the complex relationship between criminal justice and social justice (SLO1). Students will also be able to undertake a theoretically grounded analysis of contemporary U.S. penal politics, with particular reference to the impact of mass-incarceration on existing structures of racial, economic, and gender inequality in American society. Satisfaction of this learning outcome will be measured through Short-Answer Questions and Final Exam (see section on “Assignments” below).
2. Engage in a critique of existing policies and reflect on possible alternative approaches to crime and drugs, as they emerge both from critical scholarship and social justice activism (SLO2). Students will also be able to write an original paper documenting a scholarly appreciation of the cultural, political, and economic dimensions of penality in contemporary U.S. society. Satisfaction of this learning outcome will be measured through In-Class Presentations (see section on “Assignments” below).
3. Engage in reflection and argumentation about the socioeconomic and political implications of penal policies, particularly from the point of view of racial, economic, and gender equality, human rights, and social justice (SLO3). Satisfaction of this learning outcome will be measured through Movie Commentaries, In-Class Presentations, and Short-Answer Questions. (see section on “Assignments” below). 
Prerequisites:

Completion of 100W.

Required texts (available at Spartans Bookstore)
M. Bosworth (2010), Explaining U.S. Imprisonment. Thousand Oaks: Sage.
M. Welch (2004), Ironies of Imprisonment. London: Sage.
Library Liaison:

Students are strongly encouraged to contact the Justice Studies Library Liaison (Nyle Monday, Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu, (408)808-2020) for help with library research and for questions concerning bibliographical sources (e.g., electronic resources and journal databases). 
Classroom Protocol:
Class Participation: 

According to San José State University Catalogue (p. 487): “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein but also because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the classes. Attendance per se, however, shall not be used as a criterion for grading. The ‘Policy on Class Attendance’ at San José State University requires that students attend all class sessions to ensure continued enrollment in their courses. Failure to attend classes does not guarantee that a student will be dropped from the class roster. However, the instructor is permitted to drop students who fail to attend the first class meeting and who fail to inform the instructor prior to the second class meeting of the reason for any absence and the intention to continue in the class”. 
Preparation for Class:

All students are expected to complete the reading assignments indicated in the course schedule in advance of each class. The readings will be discussed in class, and the instructor expects that all students will be able to participate with questions, comments, and critiques informed by the readings. More specifically, participants will be engaged in discussions moderated by the instructor about the issues, readings, and movies covered throughout this course.
Conduct: 

While in class, please turn your cell phone off. If your laptop has wireless access you may use it only to access information that is relevant to the discussion, but please do not read emails, newspapers or other non-class related material during class. Students are encouraged to speak up with questions and comments, and to respond to points raised by other students. However, the maintenance of an effective discussion space in class requires all of us to act with respect for everyone else in the room.
Adding and dropping:

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about adding, dropping, academic renewals, etc. Information about the add/drop/renewal policies is available at: http://my.sjsu.edu/students/help/enrollment/. 

Information about late drops is available at: http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/.
Students should be aware of current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes.
Assignments: 

Assignment.




Due.



Percentage of Final Grade.
In-class presentations


Ongoing

.
20%.
Movie Commentary
.

12/7



10%.
In-class Tests



9/21 – 10/26 – 11/23
20%+20%+20%.
Final exam


.

tba



10%.


FINAL GRADE.







100%.



Specifications about Coursework and Grades:
In-class presentations: 20% of total grade
Throughout the semester, all students will offer group-presentations about the readings due for each class. Each group’s presentation should last approximately 30 minutes and should include:

1) Summary of the reading’s topic

2) Analysis of the main concepts presented by the author 

3) Critical Reflection on the reading’s arguments. 

Each student will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 20 points (20% of final grade) for his/her presentation. The detailed calendar of presentations will be available during the first week of instruction. Please note: make-up presentations will not be allowed.
Movie commentary: 10% of total grade
This will consist of a 2 pages (double-spaced) critical reflection/commentary about one of the movies/documentaries shown in class. In writing their commentary, students should make use of at least one of the legal or sociological theories of punishment discussed in class: not addressing the theoretical implications of the movie (i.e. simply summarizing the plot, etc.) will result in a failing grade. Assignments will be graded on content, argumentation, and writing. The movie commentary will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 10 points (10% of final grade). This assignment is due on 12/7/2011. Please note: late submissions will not be allowed.
In-Class Tests: 60% (20%+20%+20%) of total grade 
These tests will be taken in class, and will consist of 2 short-answer questions about any of the assigned readings or lecture materials. Each question will receive a maximum of 10 points. Therefore, each in-class test will count toward 20% of the final grade.

Please note: during the tests no notes, books, or laptops will be allowed. If one test is missed due to family/health/work problems, there is the possibility of a makeup test, but only for those students who certify the reasons for their absence. 
Final Exam: 10% of total grade 
The final exam will consist of 10 multiple-choice questions. The test will cover content from the assigned readings and lecture materials. Each correct answer will receive 1 point (wrong answers will receive 0 points), for a maximum of 10 points (10% of final grade). Please note: Students are required to provide their own Scantron answer sheet. 

Grading System: 

	From - To
	Grade

	98-100.
	A plus.

	94-97.
	A.

	91-93.
	A minus.

	88-90.
	B plus.

	84-87.
	B.

	81-83.
	B minus.

	78-80.
	C plus.

	74-77.
	C.

	71-73.
	C minus.

	68-70.
	D plus.

	64-67.
	D.

	61-63.
	D minus.

	<60.
	F.


University Policies and Student Resources:

Academic Integrity:

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University. As such, students are expected to perform their own work without the use of any outside resources. Academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and demonstrate a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor: therefore, they will not be tolerated under any circumstance. We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity. Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University. The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.
In order to understand plagiarism in all its forms and to make sure you are not plagiarizing, please see the instructor and/or visit the web-site. Information on plagiarism can be found at: http://www.sjlibrary.org/services/literacy/info_comp/plagiarism.htm.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act: 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
Student Technology Resources:

Computer labs for student use are available in the new Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional labs that may be available to students in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, screens and monitors.
Learning Assistance Resource Center:

The Learning Assistance Resource Center is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The learning assistance resource center web-site is: http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
SJSU Writing Center:
The SJSU Writing Center is directed by Dr. Linda C. Mitchell, Professor of English and internationally recognized scholar in language, linguistics, and the history of rhetoric. The Center’s mission is to help SJSU students become better writers and to assist faculty by eliciting the best writing from their students. The Writing Center is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level Writing Specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges.  Information on the SJSU writing centre can be found at: http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/ 
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	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	W: 8/24
	Introduction/Syllabus/Requirements/Calendar

	2


	M: 8/29
W: 8/31
	Reading: Bosworth, The Origins of U.S. Imprisonment (Ch. 1)

Reading: Bosworth, Penal Reform and Prison Science (Ch. 2)

	3


	M: 9/05
W: 9/07
	Labor day: Campus closed
Reading: Welch, Discovery of the Penitentiary (Ch. 1)

	4


	M: 9/12
W: 9/14
	Reading: Bosworth, Prison Culture (Ch. 3)
Reading: Bosworth, An Era of Uncertainty (Ch. 4)

	5


	M: 9/19
W: 9/21
	Reading: Welch, Critical Penology (Ch. 3)

In-class Test 1: 20% of total grade

	6


	M: 9/26
W: 9/28
	Reading: Bosworth, The Punitive Turn (Ch. 5)

Reading: Welch, War on Drugs and Just War Theory (Ch. 4)

	7


	M: 10/3
W: 10/5
	Movie: K. Booth, American Drug War (2007) Part I 

Movie: K. Booth, American Drug War (2007) Part II

	8


	M: 10/10
W: 10/12
	In-class discussion: The war on drugs: causes and consequences 
Reading: Bosworth, A Culture of Control (Ch. 6)

	9


	M: 10/17
W: 10/19
	Reading: Welch, Health Care Crisis Behind Bars (Ch. 5)

Reading: Welch, Reproducing Prison Violence (Ch. 6)

	10


	M: 10/24
W: 10/26
	Documentary: Zimbardo, The Stanford Prison Experiment (2004)

In-class Test 2: 20% of total grade

	11


	M: 10/31
W: 11/2
	Reading: Bosworth, Challenging the Culture of Control? (Ch. 7)

Reading: Welch, Ironies of Capital Punishment (Ch. 7)

	12


	M: 11/7
W: 11/9
	Reading: Welch, War on Terror and the Misuse of Detention (Ch. 8)

Reading: Bosworth, The New Detention: Securing the Border (Ch. 8)

	13


	M: 11/14
W: 11/16
	Reading: Welch, Punitive Profit (Ch. 9)

Reading: Davis, Globalism and the Prison Industrial Complex (email)

	14


	M: 11/21
W: 11/23
	Documentary: Cousino, Concrete and Sunshine (USA 2002, 56 min.)

In-class Test 3: 20% of total grade

	15


	M: 11/28
W: 11/30
	Reading: Welch, Confronting Corrections (Ch. 10)

Reading: Bosworth, Conclusion. Where To From Here? 

	16


	M: 12/5
W: 12/7
	Documentary: S. Mason, Writ Writer (USA 2008)
Movie Commentary due: 10% of total grade


1

