
San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 258, Advanced Corrections, Sec 01, Fall 2012 

	Instructor:
	Dr. Claudio Vera Sanchez

	Office Location:
	MH 512

	Telephone:
	408-924-5337

	Email:
	claudio.verasanchez@sjsu.edu



	Office Hours:
	All day, every day, I am your humble servant.

No seriously, my office hours are Tuesday (3PM-5PM) and Thursday (3PM-4PM) or by appointment.



	Class Days/Time:
	Thursday, 4:30PM-7:15PM 

	Classroom:
	Boccardo Business Center 126


Course Description 

A critical review of historical and contemporary theoretical models.  Evaluation of current research on treatment, rehabilitation/punishment models and their use in adult and juvenile institutions and community settings.  

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The objective of this course is to orient students in understanding the complex origins and contemporary policy implications of the American correctional system.  This course will center on public debates of punishment, theoretical frameworks of penology, and policies that drive the correctional system, and how race, socioeconomic class, and gender structure these social constructs.   

This course is a seminar in advanced corrections.  In a seminar, students meet regularly to report and discuss an area of research under the guidance of a professor.  The professor’s role in this course is to guide your conversations, steer your thinking in intellectually sound directions, and to evaluate your work.  The professor will not lecture or carry the conversation.  Instead, the role of a seminar is to make students expert in an area of study.  As a scholar, you should approach this course with the mentality that the group has the burden of educating itself.  Since participation is a key element in this class, I would advice not taking this course if you anticipate missing various days.  

Students will be assigned to lead the discussion for the day.  These students are to conduct additional research on any topic related to the readings/theme of the day and present their findings for 15-20 minutes.  For example, a student may read an article, book chapter, or official report, and discuss its relevance to the readings for the day.  In additions, students are expected to generate a set of discussion questions that highlight critical themes or issues associated with the assigned readings (10-15 questions will suffice) and are intended to facilitate the discussion for the day. 

The Goals of the Course are as follows:

· Students will learn, analyze, and apply key theories, concepts, and terms to the study of corrections.

· Students will develop critical thinking skills to analyze, evaluate, and make decisions concerning the correctional system. 

· Students will enhance their communication skills, both orally and written, to express their support or critique for the correctional system. 

Required Texts/Readings 

Ayers, William (1997).  A kind and just parent.  Boston:  Beacon Press.    

Davis, Angela Y. (2003).  Are prisons obsolete?  NY: Seven Stories Press.  

Waquant, Loic (2009).  Punishing the poor: The neoliberal government of social insecurity.  Durham and London: Duke University Press.  

Focault, Michel (1979).  Discipline and punish: The birth of the prison.  NY: Vintage Books.

Garland, David (1990).  Punishment and modern society: A study in social theory.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.    

Reiman, Jeffrey (2001).  The rich get richer and the poor get prison: Ideology, class, and criminal justice (Sixth Edition (or others)).  MA: Allyn & Bacon.   

Richie, Beth (1996).  Compelled to crime: The gender entrapment of battered, black women. NY:  Routledge.   

Shabazz, Attallah, Haley, Alex, and Malcom X. (1987).  The autobiography of Malcom X: As told to Alex Haley.  Random House Publishing Group.  

Online Readings

Supplemental required readings will be posted on Desire2Learn, Turnitin.com, or sent via email.  

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html . Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Assignments and Grading Policy

The course requirements consist of class participation, analyses of the readings, a research paper, and a final project.  The grades will be calculated as follows:

My grading scale is:


        Your grade is composed of:

98 – 100 A+    91 – 97 A        90 A-

Class participation 

10 points

88 – 89 B+
81 – 87 B
80 B-


Analysis of readings 

40 points

78 – 79 C+
71 – 77 C
70 C-


Research paper

35 points

68 – 69 D+
61 – 67 D
60 D-


Final project


15 points

59 and below F























Total Points


100

Class participation: Class participation involves the following: (1) presenting your analyses of the readings to the class, (2) responding to your peer’s comments, (3) participating in in-class activities, and (4) leading class discussions.

Analysis of readings: 1 to 2 pages single-spaced.  These analyses are not designed to summarize the books, but instead should reflect critical responses/critiques of the readings.  The following provides a structure that should be followed where applicable: (1) the thesis of the theory/book/work, (2) at least three arguments supporting the contentions/ideas of the theory/book/readings, (2) three arguments challenging the theory/book/readings, and (3) the policy implications.  In addition, I expect at least two theoretical frameworks (from any field) to be applied to all analyses.  No late analyses of the readings will be accepted.   

Research paper:  This paper may cover any area of corrections of interest to you.  You must cite at least 30 peer-reviewed articles.  There is no page limit.  No late papers will be accepted.        

Final corrections project:  This project provides an opportunity to be creative.  This project will require you to focus on any concept related to the field of corrections covered during the course (or even what was absent in the course).  You are required to present this concept/idea/finding to the class, in an innovative way, for 15 to 20 minutes.  Some students have written poems, directed short films, visited correctional facilities and written ethnographies of what was observed, assembled collages, employed photography (or other art) and explained their relevance to the field of corrections.  If you are uncertain as to what direction to take, please do not hesitate to meet with me.       

Research papers must be submitted by the due date in-class and to turnitin.com.  

The class ID and password for turnitin.com are as follows:

Class ID: 5285836
Password: correctfa12
Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.
University Policies

Academic Integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Other Misconduct

You are also expected to respect the right of your fellow students to learn.  You should make sure that cell phones, text devices, radios, games, and so forth are turned off prior to class.  If you use a laptop computer in class, your computer use should not distract others.  Broadcasting material not relevant to the course is inappropriate.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Although I do not anticipate making major modifications to the course syllabus, I reserve the right to make changes to improve this class.  
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	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	08/23
	Introductions and introduction to course



	2


	08/30
	The Prison Industrial Complex

Davis (2003)


Entire book


	3


	09/06
	Early Penology Theory

Garland (1990)

Pages 1-111


	4


	09/13
	Modern Penology Theory

Garland (1990)

Pages 177-292


Wacquant (2001)

	5


	09/20
	African American experience, racism, and prison

Haley (1987)


Chapter 1-11

Bonilla-Silva (1997)

	6


	09/27
	African American experience, racism, and prison

Haley (1987)


Chapter 12-End


	7


	10/04
	Prison and the Welfare State
Wacquant (2009)

Chapter 1-5

	8


	10/11
	Women and Prison

Richie (1996)


Entire book 

Gaarder, Rodriguez, and Zatz (2004)

	9


	10/18
	Prison and the Underclass
Reiman (2001)

Pages (1-102)

	10


	10/25
	Prison and the Underclass
Reiman (2001)

Pages (103-199)

	11


	11/01
	Cutting issues on criminalization/imprisonment

Rios (2006), Gomez (2008), Hernandez (2008)

	12


	11/08
	Prison and the Welfare State 2

Wacquant (2009)                    Chapters 6 to end
Research Paper Due

	13


	11/15
	Black pathology--culture of poverty? 

D’Souza (1995)

	14


	11/22
	Thanksgiving Holiday (No School)

	15


	11/29
	Juvenile Justice

Ayers (1997)


Entire Book

	16


	12/06
	Final Presentations

	Final Exam


	To be announced
	Final Presentations 
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