San Jose State University 
Department of Justice Studies

Fall 2012
JS 157:  “Deviance and Justice,” Section 01
General Class Information:
	Instructor:
	Dr. Deric M. Shannon

	Office Location:
	MH 508

	Telephone:
	(office) 924-2946

	Email:
	deric.shannon@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	Tuesday/1-4, Wednesday/3-5

	Class Days/Time:
	M/W 1:30-2:45 

	Classroom:
	MH 520

	Competency Area in JS:
	JS Competency Area A:  “Theories”


Prerequisites:
Enrollment requires previous completion of lower division/core GE. 
Course Description:
“This course examines various areas of norm violations and rule-breaking behaviors including, alcohol and drug use/abuse, criminal violence, corporate deviance, gang violence, and sexual deviance, child abuse, hate crime, mental illness, computer piracy and evaluates justice policies” (SJSU course catalog).

This course is designed for students to explore questions such as:

What constitutes “deviance”?
What is a “norm”?

How are “norms” related to what we think of as “normal”?

Who gets to decide what behavior is “deviant”?

Who benefits from dominant constructions of deviance?

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives:
Course Content Student Learning Objectives (SLO)

Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:

· (SLO1) Critically assess the role of norms and norm violation in human societies.

· (SLO2) Consider the vast differences in what constitutes “deviance” in disparate societies and how those constructions relate to justice.

· (SLO3) Analyze the role of social constructions of deviance in social control and the maintenance of existing hierarchies.
· (SLO4) Examine the role of positive deviance in seeking justice.

Justice Studies Department Writing Philosophy:

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e. reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.
Students in JS 171 will have the opportunity to improve their writing and critical literacy skills through completion of the ICE assignments, extra credit (optional), and Final Exam.
Required Texts:

Adler, Patricia J. and Peter Adler. (2012). Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction, 7th Edition.

ISBN-10: 1111186375   

ISBN-13: 9781111186371
Other Required Readings and Materials:
All assigned readings beyond the required texts above will be provided by the instructor via email (PDF files).  Should you have any problems obtaining reading materials throughout the course, please email the instructor for assistance.
Library Liaison:
For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online research materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact the Justice Studies Library Liaison:
Nyle Monday, Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu, (408)808-2041.
Classroom Protocol:
1. This course depends on participation and interaction.  Students are expected to be on time to class out of respect for your colleagues and instructor.

2. All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not insult or intimidate others, and so forth).  

3. Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the dates indicated on the syllabus.

4. Students are responsible for any and all notes and materials missed in their absence.

5. Cell phone, PDA, and Laptop/Internet use will not be tolerated during class time unless they are part of class activities or necessary to field an emergency.

Adding and Dropping:
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc.  Information about add/drops is available at: http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html.
Information about late drops is available at: http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/.
Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 
Assignments and Grading Policy:
Readings
Students are expected to complete readings by the class session indicated on the course schedule.  Students should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings such that class time is not wasted, and we can engage the material together.  Though readings are not a graded assignment per se, the exam and reflection papers will certainly focus on students’ ability to recall, understand, and integrate readings in their responses.
Reflection Papers
Purpose:
Students will be required to turn in five 1-2 page reflection papers throughout the course. These papers are designed for students to briefly reflect critically about course materials. We will discuss the content in class and please direct any relevant questions to the instructor.
Grading:
Essays will be graded on a 10-point scale.  These assignments will be evaluated on the ability of students to demonstrate critical thought about course materials and classroom discussions. They will constitute 50% of student grades. (SLO1, 2, 3, and 4)
Extra Credit
There may be opportunities for extra credit throughout the class. These assignments will be discussed in class and negotiated with the instructor.
Mid-term Exam
The mid-term will be a 3-5 page paper demonstrating critical thought about course materials and classroom discussions. Students can write about anything related to course materials, but are encouraged to clear topics with the instructor. We will discuss possible content two weeks before the due date (to be assigned based on classroom discussion). Mid-terms will be worth 20% of student grades. (SLO1, 2, 3, and 4)
Final Exam
Similarly, final exams will be a 3-5 page paper demonstrating critical thought about course materials and classroom discussions. Students can write about anything related to course materials, but are encouraged to clear topics with the instructor. We will discuss possible content two weeks before the due date (to be assigned based on classroom discussion). Finals will be worth 20% of student grades. (SLO1, 2, 3, and 4)
Participation

For classroom discussions to be meaningful, it will require student participation. Participation means participating in critical discussions and asking questions in class based on readings, movies, and other course materials. Participation will be 10% of student grades. (SLO1, 2, 3, and 4)
Grading Scale
Exams and final grades will be calculated as a percentage on a typical “10 point scale”:

98-100%
A+

94-97 A

90-93 A-

88-89 B+

84-87 B

80-83 B-

78-79 C+

74-77 C

70-73 C-

68-69 D+

64-67 D

60-63 D-

<60

F
University Policies:
Academic Integrity:
Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
Student Technology Resources:
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center:
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at: http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center:

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  The Writing Center is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers.  The Writing Center website is located at: http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Peer Mentor Center:

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at: http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/.
Course Schedule – To Be Announced. Please be patient while I await course materials from the book’s publisher.
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