Dr. Roberg, Fall ‘12	           						512 MacQuarrie Hall
Office Hours: Thu: 12:45-2:45                              		408-924-2941
Class Meeting:  Tuesday, 4:30-7:15		Email: roy.roberg@sjsu.edu
Classroom: Central Classroom Building 101 

          JS 288
 Ethics and Accountability in Justice Organizations

Course Description
An examination of the ethical, moral and accountability issues as applied to justice system organizations and the criminal justice system. In this regard, the theory and practice of individual and organizational ethical behavior will be critiqued and analyzed.  Within this framework, an emphasis will be placed on identifying specific methods and strategies that may be utilized for improving ethical and moral behavior and decision-making in dealing with both external (i.e., citizens) and internal (i.e., colleagues, supervisors) organizational environments.   

Student Learning Objectives
1.  To identify and analyze critical ethical and moral issues in the justice field. 

2.  To recognize and understand the importance of, and the manner in which, the justice field is engaged in a process of coercion. 

3.  To understand the concept of value based decision-making and the ethics of noble cause.

4.  To identify and discuss the major recommendations for the control of unethical behavior in the justice field (objectives 1-4 are measured by in-class participation and take-home essay as meeting graduate level standards).

5.  To be able to write and present an original policy-oriented research paper on an approved critical ethical or moral issue in the justice field (measured by paper grade and presentation grade meeting graduate level standards).

Required Texts
Braswell, M. C., McCarthy, B. R, and McCarthy, B. J., eds.  (2012).  Justice, Crime, and Ethics, 7th  ed.   Burlington, MA.

Caldero, M.A. and Crank, J. P., eds., (2011).  Police Ethics. Burlington, MA.:  Anderson.

Delattre, E. J. (2011).   Character and Cops.  AEI Press, Washington, D.C.  

Library Liaison
Nyle Monday (408) 808-2041

Classroom Protocol
See discussion below regarding Course Requirements and Participation.



Dropping and Adding
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-298.html. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Course Requirements
1.  Read the assigned materials and come to class prepared to discuss and critique the materials in an in-depth, analytical manner (comments will be based on a reading synopsis; see below).

2.  Complete a take-home essay covering the assigned readings.

3.  Prepare and present a critical research paper on a contemporary ethical issue with respect to behavior in justice organizations.

4.  Formally present the paper in class.

Course Evaluation
Research Paper		40%
Paper Presentation		  5%
Take Home Essay		30%
Class Participation		25%

Incompletes: Assigned only for serious, medically documented health reasons.
	
Class Participation
The class will be conducted in a seminar style; therefore, it is required that you actively participate in class discussions.  In class comments indicating knowledge of the subject matter and asking probing questions is considered to be participation.  In each discussion period, you may randomly be chosen to lead class discussion on a specific topic(s).

Reading Synopsis (RS)
 To help keep discussions focused and to encourage a proper level of participation, you will develop a reading synopsis (typed-double spaced) of topics that you consider to be the most critical theories, research, or issues for each chapter.  Class discussions will evolve from your synopsis topics.  The length of each topic is intended to be relatively brief in nature and to the point; thus, bullet points, key words, and short sentences will be useful.  For the Delattre text, 1-2 topics per chapter will be required; for the Caldero & Crank and the Braswell et al. texts, 3-4 topics per chapter will be required.  

The RS will be an important source to use for your take-home essay.  

Participation Grading       
Levels of participation will be assessed on a weekly basis with an overall grade determined based on a class curve.  Assessments will be based on the number of insightful and analytical comments with respect to chapter materials/research findings, and follow-up comments regarding other student/instructor comments.  Weekly scores will be assigned on a plus, check-plus, check and no credit basis.  In general, the weekly scores will be based on the number of pertinent comments--based on RS topics--or follow-ups.  No credit will be assigned if less than two (2) pertinent comments or follow-ups are made, or if one is absent from class.


Take-home Essay
A take-home essay, consisting of two to three questions, will be required.  You will have one week to complete the essay.  The essay is to be developed individually; that is, it is not a group project.  This means that you may not discuss the questions/answers during the week that you are working on the essay. 

Ethical Issues Policy Paper
A policy paper on a contemporary ethical issue in the justice field, found in the class textbooks, is required.  The purpose of the paper is to review the scholarly literature on the topic, and based on the research, to formulate specific policy implications to improve how the ethical issue(s) are addressed by justice organizations and/or policy makers.   

Paper Requirements
1.  The paper will be double spaced and 3,500-4,000 words in length (14-16 pages), not counting end matter (references and appendix).  Required format:  Times New Roman with a 12 font (250 words equals one page).
2.  The research reviewed for the paper may be qualitative, quantitative, or historical in nature.  The topic must not have been previously addressed.
3.  A minimum of 5 primary sources and 10 secondary sources is required (15 total); primarily from refereed journal articles.  However, books and government reports may also be utilized; at least 2 of the primary sources must be within the last 7 years.  For each of the five primary sources, a “thumbnail” sketch of the research methodology (i.e., design, sample, variables measured) and findings must be described in the Literature Review section.
4.  The paper must be organized as follows:  Section I: Introduction; Section II: Review of the Literature; Section III: Conclusions and Policy Implications; and Section IV: References Cited.   
5.  The American Psychological Association (APA) 5th edition reference style is required.  This includes all internal cites as well as a References Cited section at the end of the paper containing all the sources used in the paper. 
6.  The paper must be written in formal English (i.e., avoid contractions, abbreviations, etc.), using proper punctuation, grammar, tenses, and spelling.
7.  There should be no paraphrasing; the research reviewed, conclusions drawn, and policies recommended, must be in your own words.  In addition, direct quotes cannot be used. 
8.  The final paper topic must be approved by the instructor; accordingly, any topic changes must be approved by the instructor prior to the 8th week of class (Oct. 16th).
9. The ILL and Writing Center ARE your friends; do not hesitate to use them. 
10.  It is imperative that you (and most likely others) carefully proofread (preferably several times) the final paper prior to handing it in.  





Paper Due Dates
Final papers are due on the last class meeting (see schedule).  Papers will be accepted late only if excusable and documented due to serious illness or tragedy.  

Paper Presentation/Outline
 An informal presentation of approximately 25-30 minutes is required.  Prior to the presentation, a formal outline (2-3 pages--following the paper organization format--and a references page(s) of sources cited), will be distributed to the class.  While the outline can be used for support purposes, the presentation will primarily be based on note cards (3 X 5 or 4 X 6) and not read directly.  Power points and overheads will not be used; however, a “critical” graph or chart may be attached to the outline (referenced) for use in the presentation.  Grading for the presentation will be based primarily on the knowledge of the subject matter, pace of the presentation; the content of the What have we learrned? (keyboard  issue!)
 outline may also be taken into consideration.   

Following the presentation, the class and instructor may ask brief questions regarding the research reviewed, conclusions, and recommended policies; these questions may count toward one’s participation grade.

University Policies

Academic Integrity
Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is availabe at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.




SJSU Writing Center
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.




					



JS 288 Course Schedule

Meeting			Date		Assignment/Discussion Topics                                     	

1                                                Aug. 28	Introduction:  Syllabus and class requirements; searches; research paper/topics/Q & A
	Collect phone #s and e-mail addresses

	2                                                Sept. 4		BMM:  Chaps. 1-7		 
							D: 2 Forewords; Chaps.  2-3

       3				Sept. 11		BMM: Chaps. 8-12 
							D: Chaps.  4-8
							Determine Individual Meeting Times

	4				Sept. 18		BMM:  Chaps. 13-16
							D: Chap. 9-13														
	5				Sept. 25		Research Day/No Class
							Delimit/Select Topic		
									
	6				Oct. 2		Individual topic meetings.  Required: 
							Delimited title; brief outline w/several references listed

	7				Oct. 9		Individual topic meetings		

8	Oct. 16	BMM: 17-21	
D: Chaps. 14-19

	9				Oct. 23		D: Chaps. 20-22; Appendices A & B
							C & C: Intro. (pp1-7); Prologue (pp. 13-15) Chaps 1-4
									
	10				Oct. 30		C & C: Chaps.  5-10
							Distribute Take Home Essay			
	
	11				Nov. 6		C & C: Chaps. 11-12													Final Comments:  What do we know?
							Presentation Order Determined
							Essay Due	
							
	12				Nov. 13		Essay Returned	
							
	13				Nov. 20		Paper Presentations/Outline

       14				Nov. 27		Paper Presentations/Outline 

       15				Dec. 3		Paper Presentations/Outline 
							Final Papers Due

	
							
	--	
