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Course Description 
For the first time in more than thirty years, there is a public debate in the United States about the nature and purposes of the criminal justice system. After decades of hard-line, neo-conservative policies with an emphasis on mass incarceration and militarized policing, in recent years we are witnessing a reduction in the number of people incarcerated. With states and counties facing a long-term fiscal crisis, there is political receptivity to finding alternative policies to the carceral state. 

The last time there was a public discourse about criminal justice was in the 1970s when there was a vigorous, contested debate among advocates of liberal, radical, and conservative perspectives. In this JS 298 class, we will return to the debates of the 1970s, explore the historical contexts of radical and social democratic visions of criminal justice, and examine policies and perspectives that might be applicable to criminal justice reform today.

The class is co-taught by Tony Platt, Visiting Professor, Justice Studies, SJSU, and Jonathan Simon, Adrien Kragen Professor of Law, UC Berkeley. Platt was active in the radical criminology movement in the 1970s and taught at Berkeley’s School of Criminology until it was closed down in 1976. Simon became active in criminal justice policy in the 1980s and is the author of influential books about the politics of punishment. Graduate students from both universities will take the class together.

The first meeting of JS 210 (August 27) will take place in Justice Studies. There will be no class on September 3rd (Labor Day). Beginning September 10th, the class will meet weekly on Mondays, 3:35 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., in Room 134, Law School, University of California, Berkeley. Due to calendar differences between UCB and SJSU, the last two classes (December 3 and 10) will convene at SJSU. 

On dates to be determined, Justice Studies students will meet after class at Tony Platt’s house in Berkeley for food and discussion. Stipends will be available from Justice Studies to cover costs of commuting to and parking in Berkeley. 

Students are expected to participate in discussion of issues raised by the class, to write two short response papers, and to write a researched paper based on required readings and class resources.

About the Instructor 
Tony Platt is the author of ten books and 150 essays and articles dealing with issues of race, inequality, and social justice in American history. Platt taught at the University of Chicago, University of California (Berkeley), and California State University (Sacramento). In 2012-13, he is a Visiting Professor in Department of Justice Studies, San José State University. His publications have been translated into German, Spanish, Italian, and Japanese. His latest book – Grave Matters: Excavating California’s Buried Past – was recently published by Heyday. He lives in Berkeley and Big Lagoon, California, and serves as secretary of the Coalition to Protect Yurok Cultural Legacies at O-pyuweg (Big Lagoon).  He can be reached at 510-841-1998 or amplatt27@gmail.com. He blogs on history and memory at http://GoodToGo.typepad.com. 

Learning Objectives


The seminar has the following learning objectives: (1) To develop analytical skills relating to public policy and ideology. (2) To appreciate the significance of a historical perspective for justice studies. (3) To develop the ability to express an informed point of view about controversial public issues. (4) To do in depth research on a topic relating to issues raised by the class.
Important Details

Office hours as needed to be made by appointment with instructor by email or in class.

Best to reach Tony Platt by email (amplatt27@gmail.com). 

Expectations

That you attend all classes and actively participate in discussions.

That you come to class prepared, having done required readings.

That you inform Tony Platt if you are unable to attend class and propose how to make up the missed class.

That you fully engage issues in the class and complete work on schedule. 

That you speak your mind, raise concerns if there are problems in the class, and be respectful to your colleagues.

That you take pride in your work and be open to new ideas.

Grading

To receive a “B,” you are expected to meet basic requirements of the class: Come to class prepared, actively participate in discussions, turn in work on time, complete assignments according to expectations. If you are not meeting these basic requirements, I will ask to meet with you and discuss how to improve your work. To receive an “A,” you need to meet all basic requirements, plus do outstanding work in at least one of the two short assignments and your final paper. 
Texts/Readings 

All of the readings below are required and can be purchased in class on September 10th:

Tony Platt et al., The Iron Fist and The Velvet Glove: An Analysis of the U. S. Police. San Francisco: Synthesis Publications, 1975, 3rd edition 1982. Hereafter cited as IFVG. 

Tony Platt and Paul Takagi, eds., Punishment and Penal Discipline: Essays on the Prison and Prisoners’ Movement. San Francisco: Crime and Social Justice Associates, 1980. Hereafter cited as PPD. 

Tony Platt and Jonathan Simon, eds., From Community Control to Mass Incarceration, reader available from instructors. 

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know the University’s Student Conduct Code, available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development, found at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
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