
San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 102, Police and Society, Sec 03, Spring 2012 

	Instructor:
	Dr. Claudio Vera Sanchez

	Office Location:
	MH 512

	Telephone:
	408-924-5337

	Email:
	claudio.verasanchez@sjsu.edu



	Office Hours:
	All day, every day, I am your humble servant.

No seriously, my office hours are on Tuesday and Thursday (3PM-4:30PM), or by appointment.

	Class Days/Time:
	Tuesday, Thursday, 10:30AM-11:45AM

	Classroom:
	Clark Building 302


Course Description 

A multidisciplinary study of law enforcement from the early 1800’s to the present. Focus on significant studies in relation to the role of police and analysis of current models and practices.

Prerequisite: Upper division standing.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The objective of this course is to provide students with an in-depth understanding, based on various theoretical frameworks, as to how societies’ exercise social control through formal mechanisms (e.g., police institutions, laws) and informal ones (e.g., vigilante groups such as Minutemen).  This course will also cover legal issues, including landmark legal cases, to demonstrate how police power is extended or curtailed in the U.S. 

The Goals of the Course are as follows:

You will learn various theoretical viewpoints to understand how and why societies exercise social control through formal mechanisms (e.g., the police).

You will learn how constitutional law extends or limits the power of the police. 

You will learn critical (unorthodox) approaches to understand policing.

You will learn from a global approach how other countries exercise social control of their populations.

Assignments and Grading Policy

The course requirements consist of three exams, two book critiques, a research paper, and a final poster/presentation of your paper.  The grades will be calculated as follows:
My grading scale is:


        Your grade is composed of:

98 – 100 A+    91 – 97 A        90 A-

2 Book critiques  (7.5 pt. each)15 points

88 – 89 B+
81 – 87 B
80 B-


Exam 1 


20 points

78 – 79 C+
71 – 77 C
70 C-


Exam 2


20 points

68 – 69 D+
61 – 67 D
60 D-


Exam 3


15 points

59 and below F




Research paper

20 points








Final paper presentation
10 points








Total Points


100

The book critiques should be, 1 to 2 pages, single-spaced.  These assignments are not designed to summarize the books, but instead should offer your interpretation, insight, and critical perspective.  The critiques are due on the designated days and will not be accepted by email or late.  Their grade will be zero.  You will submit the following two critiques during the semester:
Dr. Victor Rios (2011).  Punished: Policing the lives of Black and Latino Boys

Book critique 1 (Chapter 1-4)

Book critique 2 (Chapter 5-End)

The below extra credit option will ONLY be accepted with proof that the assignments was reviewed by writing center specialists  (i.e., stamped or an email by the writing center) and also submitted to turnitin.com   

Select the following book:

Moskos (2008) 

This research paper will offer the opportunity to explore any area of policing of interest to you.  The research paper length requirement is at least ten pages.  You must cite at least 15 peer-reviewed articles.  The paper is due at the beginning of class by the due date and will not be accepted by email or late.  Its grade will be zero.  

All research papers and book critiques must be submitted by the due date in-class AND to turnitin.com. 

The class ID and password are as follows:

Class ID: 4735348
Password: policing
The in-class presentation consists of presenting your research paper to the class, as you would at a conference, for 10 to 15 minutes.  The format template for the presentation is PowerPoint.   

Required Texts/Readings 

Schmalleger, Frank J., & Worrall, John C. (2010).  Policing Today.  Prentice Hall. ISBN-13:  9780205515516
You may purchase the textbook at the Spartan bookstore or rent the text at chegg.com.  

Other Readings

Required: Rios, Victor. (2011).  Punished: Policing the lives of Black and Latino boys.  New York University Press.  ISBN: 9780814776384
Optional: Moskos, Peter.  (2008).  Cop in the hood: My year policing Baltimore’s Eastern Distric.  Princenton University Press.  ISBN: 9780691143866
Class Protocol

Instructor’s Note on Communication

As you know, a university degree is a significant undertaking and requires a high level of commitment, time management, organization, and initiative. Thus, it is in your best interest to stay on top of the readings and keep in touch with the instructor. The best way to keep in touch is in-person during office hours, or at another time by appointment. If you cannot meet with me in person, I prefer that you email me. Emails will be responded to during business hours (Monday through Friday only). When you send me an email please put “JS 105” and your full name in the subject line.  I will not respond to emails where the student is not identified both in the subject line and the body of the email.  Please note: all communication regarding assignment and exam grades must be conducted in person and not via email. 

Classroom Etiquette 

Tardiness will not be tolerated. I understand that many of you work, but I also understand that you have enrolled in school aware of the demands of that commitment. Please arrange with your employer/child care/other to arrive in time for class to begin promptly at 1:30 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDA’s or any other electronic device. The use of anything that beeps or vibrates during class is disruptive and will not be tolerated. If you use a telephone (even silently, e.g. texting), you will be asked to leave the classroom. Students are responsible for all missed notes, materials, and announcements due to absence (i.e. do not email the instructor asking about what you missed). You are encouraged to exchange contact information with someone in class just in case. The use of computers during class is not permitted. 
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html . Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/.  Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

University Policies

Academic Integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Although I do not anticipate making major modifications to the course syllabus, I reserve the right to make changes to improve this class.  
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	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	01/26
	Introductions

	2


	01/31
02/02
	Textbook Chapter 1

Textbook Chapter 1 Cont.

	3


	02/07
02/09
	Textbook Chapter 2, Research Papers

Textbook Chapter 2 Cont., Rios critique 1 Due

	4


	02/14
02/16
	Textbook Chapter 3 
Textbook Chapter 4 Cont., Rios critique 2 Due

	5


	02/21
02/23
	Textbook Chapter 5, Exam 1 Review

Exam 1 (chapters 1-5)

	6


	02/28
03/01
	Textbook Chapter 6 

Textbook Chapter 7 

	7


	03/06
03/08
	Textbook Chapter 7 Cont.
Textbook Chapter 8, Research Paper Due

	8


	03/13
03/15
	Textbook Chapter 8
Textbook Chapter 9 Cont

	9


	03/20
03/22
	Textbook Chapter 10, Exam 2 Review

Exam 2 (Chapters 6-10)

	10


	03/27
03/29
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK) 

NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)

	11


	04/03
04/05
	Textbook Chapter 11, Moskos (2008) Critique (Optional)
Textbook Chapter 11 Cont.

	12


	04/10
04/12
	Textbook Chapter 12 

Textbook Chapter 12 Cont., Moskos (2008) Critique (Optional)  

	13


	04/17
04/19
	Textbook Chapter 13
Textbook Chapter 14

	14


	04/24
04/26
	Textbook Chapter 15
Textbook Chapter 15 Cont.

	15


	05/01
05/03
	Textbook Chapter 16.

Exam 3 (Chapters 11-16)

	16


	05/08
05/10
	Final Presentations

Final Presentations

	Final Exam


	05/15

To be
announced
	Final Presentations 
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