
San José State University
CASA/Department of Justice Studies
JS103, Courts & Society, Section 2, Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Harold W. Peterson, JD

	Office Location:
	MacQuarrie Hall, Room 521

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-4927

	Email:
	harold.peterson@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	Monday –Wednesday 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm

	Class Days/Time:
	Monday – Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm

	Classroom:
	Sweeney Hall, Room 344

	JS Competency Area:
	 A: Theories


Course Catalog Description

The course presents historical and modern perspectives of the theories and structures of law, and provides an overview of the economic and sociological challenges to law making. This course also examines the nexus between law, social change, and dispute resolution.
Instructor’s Course Description 

As an introduction to American criminal courts, their history, purpose and process, this course will survey the federal and state courts, their general constitutional structure and function with an emphasis on procedures, including criminal investigations, arrest, arraignment, grand jury, indictment, pretrial, trial, conviction, acquittal, sentencing and appeal.  In addition, the course will examine the role of prosecutors, defense attorneys, judges and probation officers throughout the criminal courts in the United States.
Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:



SLO 1 – understand the structure and functions of the court system, emphasizes attorneys' and judges' roles and the court process, and examine the federal and state legislative, executive and judicial branch actions, including Supreme Court decisions in civil and criminal cases.
SLO 2 - Identify and understand the structure of American criminal courts, specifically the various types of courts comprising the state and federal systems.

 
SLO 3 - Identify and understand the players involved in the American Criminal Justice System, including judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, defendants, victims, witnesses, jurors.
SLO 4 - Identify and understand the constitutional structure function and process (procedures) within the American criminal justice system, including criminal investigations, arrest, arraignment, grand jury, indictment, pretrial, trial, conviction, acquittal, sentencing and appeal.  
SLO 5 - Critically analyze how developments in society can affect court decisions and the impact of court decisions on society.
SLO 6 - Read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.  
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

Neubauer, D. A. (2009) (10th ed) American Courts and the Criminal Justice System. The text is available at the campus bookstore, with supplemental readings held on e-reserve as assigned by topic. In addition, the textbook publisher provides supplementary Internet resources at www.wadsworth.com. 
Reading Assignments

Students must complete all reading assignments before their discussion in class.

Court Observation Essay/Mock Trial

Court Observation Essay:  Students must observe a live hearing or proceeding of a criminal court in the United States.  The hearing or proceeding must have occurred during the semester and the student must have viewed it in its entirety.  Students are then required to write and submit a four to five page essay describing, analyzing and evaluating what they observed.  The essay is due Week 14 and will be worth up to 100 points and 15% of a student’s total grade.
Mock Trial Participation:  Alternatively, students may participate in a mock trial during Week 13.  Students will receive 50 points for actively participating in one of the many roles.  Students will receive up to an additional 50 points for turning in a one to two page summary of their role in relation to the mock trial.  This summary will be due Week 14.

Written Work Evaluation:  Instructor evaluate the Court Observation Essay and Mock Trial Summaries as follows:
Content (20%): the instructor’s evaluation of the overall content of the paper, including details and information regarding the event participated in or observed.



Style (20%): the instructor’s evaluation of the student’s composition of the paper, specifically the paper’s perspective.



Organization (20%):  the instructor’s evaluation of way the student presents the information in the paper.




Spelling/Grammar (20%):  the instructor’s evaluation of the grammatical elements of the paper, specifically sentence structure and spelling.



Overall Observations/Conclusions (20%): the instructor’s evaluation of the overall observations and conclusions drawn from the paper.

Short Answer Essays  

Students will write five (5) Short Answer Essays assigned throughout the semester.  The Instructor will discuss the content of the essays before the assignment is due.  The essays will consist of no more than a single page.  The instructor will NOT accept late papers. 

Class Participation  

Students are encouraged to participate in class discussion.  Participating students who demonstrate they are prepared for class and provide a positive contribution to the class discussions may expect points toward their class participation evaluation.  
Examination and Evaluation
A student’s final evaluation shall consist of two (2) in-class midterm examinations, five (5) short essay assignments and a final examination.   Points and percentage of overall evaluation:

	Grade Item
	Weight
	Points

	First Midterm Examination  (SLO’s 1 - 3)
	20%
	100 

	Second Midterm Examination (SLO’s 3-4)
	20%
	100

	5 Short Essay Assignments (SLO 6)
	10%
	50

	Class Participation
	5%
	25

	Court Observation/Mock Trial (SLO’s 1-4)
	20%
	100

	Final Examination  (SLO’s 1-5)
	25%
	125

	Total
	100%
	500


Examinations consist of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions derived from the reading assignments and class lecture.  Missed exams or assignments may only be made-up with proper documentation of illness, incapacity and/or prior and valid notification and reason for absence.  Points for class participation are at the discretion of the instructor and may be added or withdrawn at any time before a student’s final evaluation.  

+/- Grading:  This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages:
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Please note, a “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic Science Major.

To receive a grade for this course, students must complete all course requirements.  Failure to complete any of them may result in a failing grade for the course.  Students may dispute assignment, examination and course grades at the instructor’s convenience (or during office hours).  It is important to note, however, that upon review, the instructor reserves the right to increase as well as decrease the grade in question.  Students must submit all assignments online at the Desire2Learn website under the Dropbox menu.  Instructor will not accept late assignments.

Library Liaison
Nyle Monday Senior Assistant Librarian, University Library, San Jose State University

Email: nyle.monday@sjsu.edu
Classroom Protocol

This is a time to open your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so please take advantage of this opportunity.  Further, please be respectful of others and show them common courtesy.  Students may enrich the learning process by discussion.  Respect and professionalism are the guiding principles of this class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated, if you are late, do not disturb class—wait until break to enter the classroom.

Electronic Devices:  Please turn off all cell phones, pages, PDA’s or any other electronic device that “make noise”.  No text messaging in class, please turn off these devices, as they are disruptive.  Students may take hand written notes during class; however, students may not use computer and/or other recording devices.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information
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University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic
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The University will not tolerate instances of academic dishonesty. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. Students must complete all assignments unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case of building evacuation, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.  A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center assists students in the development of their full academic potential and motivates them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skill assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"LARC

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"website

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"is

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"located

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"at

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"http

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/":/

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"sjsu

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"larc

HYPERLINK "http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/"/.

SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center located in Room 126 in Clark Hall offers a variety of resources to help students become better writers, including one-on-one tutoring sessions and numerous writing workshops.  All of the services are free for SJSU students. The
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Peer Mentor Center 
The Peer Mentor Program was eases the transition to SJSU by empowering students to help each other and themselves. Peer Mentors are among the best, brightest, and most diverse SJSU students. Peer Mentors are in the MUSE classrooms as well as available in the Peer Mentor Center located in the Academic Success Center in Clark Hall. Website
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CASA Student Success Center

The Student Success Center located in MacQuarrie Hall, Room 533 (top floor) provides advising for undergraduate students majoring or interested in majoring in programs offered by CASA Departments and Schools.  The Student Success Center provides general education advising, assistance with changing majors, answers to academic policy related questions, meetings with peer advisors and/or various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops.  408.924.2910 http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/.
JS103 / Courts & Society, Spring 2012
Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Readings, Assignments & Deadlines

	1


	Wednesday

1/22/12
	Reading: None 
Lecture & Discussion:  Introduction; Syllabus; Class Mechanics; Class Policy and Procedures; the Syllabus, Courts, who needs them?

	
	

	2

	Monday
1/30/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 1 – Courts, Crime and Controversy 
Lecture & Discussion:  Introduction to the Criminal Justice System (Crime & “The Shadow of Justice”; the American Courthouse; the Primary Players; the Process 



	
	Wednesday
2/1/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 2 – Law and Crime 
Lecture & Discussion:  Civil verses Criminal Courts; Adversary System; Rights; “Mens Rea & Actus Rea”; Legal Defenses

	3

	Monday
2/6/12
	Reading:  Text – Federal Courts
Lecture & Discussion: Jurisdiction; Federal verses State Courts; Types of Courts
Assignment Due:  (Short Answer Essay Question):  The United States Supreme Court vested in itself the power of judicial review in Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803).  Does the power of judicial review create an imbalance of power in favor of the Supreme Court? 

	
	Wednesday
2/8/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 4 – State Courts
Lecture & Discussion: Jurisdiction; Courts of limited Jurisdiction; Trial Courts

	4

	Monday
2/13/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 5 – The Dynamics of Courthouse Justice
Lecture & Discussion: Hallway Lawyers; Here’s Your Handcuffs, What’s Your Hurry; Discretion; Courthouse Ambiance

	
	Wednesday
2/15/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 6 – Prosecutors
Lecture & Discussion: The Role of Prosecutor (State & Federal); Accountability & Responsibility 

	5

	Monday
2/20/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 6 – Prosecutors (continued)
Lecture & Discussion: The Office; Prosecutor Blues (Discretion & Ethics)

	
	Wednesday
2/22/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 7 – Defense Attorneys
Lecture & Discussion: Right to Counsel & Hired Guns; Attorney-Client Relationships; Defense Counsel Browns (Discretion &Ethics)

	 6

	Monday
2/27/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 8 - Judges

Lecture & Discussion: All Rise; The Robe & The Roles; Judicial Ethics; Judicial Misc.

	
	Wednesday
2/29/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 9 – Defendants and Victims  
Lecture & Discussion:  The Typical Defendant; Victim/Witness; Domestic Violence; Rights for Victims
Assignment Due: (Short Answer Question):  What was the Court’s holding in Payne v. Tennessee, 501 U.S. 808 (1991)?  Do you believe they reached the correct conclusion regarding the admissibility of victim impact statements?  Explain.



	7

	Monday
3/5/12
	First Midterm Examination Review

	
	Wednesday
3/7/12
	First Midterm Examination

	8

	Monday

3/12/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 10 – Arrest to Arraignment
Lecture & Discussion: Arrest; Charging; Initial Appearance; Preliminary Hearing verses Grand Jury; Arraignment

	
	Wednesday

3/14/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 11 - Bail
Lecture & Discussion: Bail or Jail?

	9

	Monday
3/19/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 12 – Disclosing and Suppressing Evidence
Lecture & Discussion: D & D (Disclosure & Discovery); The Exclusionary Rule; Poisonous Trees and the Fruits they Bear; Confessions “I did it, err no I didn’t!”; Miranda; Disclosing and Suppressing Evidence; Search & Seizure; Warrants and the Paper They’re Written on

	
	Wednesday

3/21/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 12 – Disclosing and Suppressing Evidence 
Lecture & Discussion: Assembly line Justice

	10
	No Class
	Spring Recess

	
11
	Monday

4/2/12
	Film – (or make-up lecture)



	
	Wednesday

4/4/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 13 – Negotiated Justice and The Plea of Guilty

Lecture & Discussion:  To Plea, Or Not to Plea; Plea Taking, Plea Acceptance (Factual Bases for Plea)

Assignment Due: (Short Essay Question):  Review the case North Carolina v. Alford, 400 U.S. 25 (1970).  What is an Alford plea?  Explain what it is whether it is constitutional, and why this type o plea has its critics.


	12
	Monday

4/9/12
	Assembly Line Justice Role Play

	
	Wednesday

4/11/12
	Second Midterm Examination Review 

	13
	Monday
4/16/12
	Second Midterm Examination 

	
	Wednesday
4/18/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 14 – Trial and Juries 
Lecture & Discussion: Trial by Jury; Jury Selection (consultation & challenges); Pretrial Motions


	14
	Monday
4/23/12
	Reading:  Text - Chapter 14 – Trial and Juries 
Lecture & Discussion:  Anatomy of a Trial; Verdicts 

	
	Wednesday
4/25/12
	Film – (or make-up lecture)



	15
	Monday

4/30/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 15 – Sentencing Options 
Lecture & Discussion: Sentencing Goals & Responsibility; Probation; Prison; Death Penalty 
Assignment Due: (Short Essay Question):  In Lockhart v. McCree, 476 U.S. 162 (1986), the Supreme Court upheld the use of death-qualified juries.  What is a death-qualified jury?  What is the Supreme Court’s position on death qualified juries?  What does the research show with the relationship between death-qualified juries and the likelihood of conviction and capital sentencing?   

	
	Wednesday

5/2/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 16 – Sentencing Decisions 
Lecture & Discussion: Sentencing Structures & Roles; Sentencing Guidelines; Sentencing Equity; Discrimination

	16
	Monday

5/7/12
	Reading: Text – Chapter 17 - Sentencing Structures & Roles; Sentencing Guidelines; Sentencing Equity; Discrimination
Lecture & Discussion: Appellate Rights; Appellate Procedures; Post Conviction Review; Wrongful Conviction; The Supremes

	
	Wednesday

5/9/12
	Reading:  Text – Chapter 18 – The Lower Courts
Lecture & Discussion: Scope; The Good Ole Boys Club; Justice of the Peace Courts; Municipal Courts 

	17
	Monday

5/14/12
	Final Examination Review

	
	Thursday
5/19/12


	Final Examination
(12:15 am to 2:30 pm)
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