
San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 105, Research Methods in Justice Studies, Section 4, Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Amelie Pedneault

	Office Location:
	MacQuarrie Hall room 521

	Telephone:
	408-924-2753

	Email:
	

	Office Hours:
	Th 4:20pm – 5:20pm

	Class Days/Time:
	Th 5:30pm - 8:15pm

	Classroom:
	MacQuarrie Hall room 322

	Prerequisites:
	Upper Division Standing and completion of 100W


Course Description 

This course introduces qualitative and quantitative research methods used in Justice Studies. It covers the basic elements of social science research design and methodology and focuses on the logic underlying different methods of inquiry. You will learn about the necessary components of research methods to understand, design, critique, and conduct sound research. This class will cover: relationship of theory to empirical evidence, critical reading of research, development of a research question, statement of hypotheses, selection of an appropriate method to test those hypotheses, design of a research study, consideration of ethical issues faced when conducting social science research, and analysis and presentation of research findings.

Please note, a “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic Science Major.

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Course Content Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

- Demonstrate a detailed understanding of the qualitative and quantitative research methods commonly utilized to conduct empirical research in the areas of social and criminal justice.

- Write a research report in the area of social or criminal justice that applies proper research methodology.

- Understand core concepts and competencies in criminological and justice research including ethical research, empiricism, problem identification, hypothesis formation and testing, sampling, observation, measurement, data analysis, causality, and report writing.

- Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.  
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbooks
Maxfield, M. G., & Babbie, E. R. (2010). Research methods for criminal justice and criminology. 6th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing.

American Psychological Association (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
Other Readings

Other readings will be made available in PDF format via D2L under the “Content” tab. 
Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to be present. I understand that some of you have other responsibilities but I take as granted that you selected this specific class because you were able to attend class and be on time. Tardiness will not be tolerated. Class will begin promptly at 5:30pm. Students are expected to have read the materials prior to class and to be ready to discuss them. Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDA’s or any other electronic device. The use of anything that beeps or vibrates during class will not be tolerated. If you use a telephone (even silently, e.g. texting), you will be asked to leave the classroom. If you cannot attend class, it is your responsibility to contact the instructor or other students concerning missed notes, materials, and announcements.  
Instructor’s Note on Communication

Students are encouraged to come to my office hours with their questions. If there are extenuating circumstances, I am also available by appointment at other times. The best way to keep in touch is in-person during office hours, or at another time by appointment. I will answer emails only if I can do so in a few sentences. If the question requires a long answer, I will simply ask you to make an appointment. Emails will be responded to during business hours (Monday through Friday only). When you send me an email please put “JS105” and your full name in the subject line. I will not respond to emails where the student is not identified in either the subject line or the body of the email. Allow 24 hours to get an answer. Please do not send me multiple emails asking why I have not responded before 24 hours. Finally, note that all communication regarding assignment and exam grades must be conducted in person and not via email. 
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Assignments and Grading Policy
Students will be evaluated on the basis of a midterm and final examination, participation, research steps, article critiques and research proposal. SJSU operates on a letter-grade system: 
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Grades will be allocated as follows:

Article critiques 
20%
Participation and Homework
10%

Midterm exam
15%

Final exam 
20%

Research Steps (assignments) 
15%

Research paper
20%

In order to receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be met and every assignment must be completed. Assignments must be submitted via the dropbox function in D2L before 4pm on the due date. Failure to complete any one assignment may result in a failing grade for the course. Deadlines are firm. Late papers will not be accepted for full credit (without extenuating personal circumstances due to own or family health; or other university recognized excuse). In such cases, appropriate documentation must be shown to the instructor. Late papers will lose 10% for every calendar day that they are late, including weekend days. 

Academic dishonesty is taken very seriously.  It is expected that all students in this class will scrupulously conform to the conduct requirements for members of SJSU university community. Plagiarism will not be tolerated on any piece of assessment, under any circumstances. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to misquoting (such as omitting page numbers or quotation marks), representing someone else’s writing as your own, and/or failing to cite your sources. Cheating on examinations or other assignments (copying from the work of others, surreptitiously using aids during closed-book exams, etc.) is also considered to be a major offense. Students found to be guilty of plagiarism will receive an F for that assignment and may be referred to the University’s Honor Council. 
Article critiques (20%)
Students will be required to critique two empirical studies selected by the instructor. This will allow the student to demonstrate their grasp of research methods concepts and their critical thinking skills. For each article, I will provide a list of questions via D2L. Article critiques must be turned in via the dropbox function in D2L before 4pm on the due date. APA style citations must be used.

In-class participation and Homework (10%)

Learning research methods requires the practice and development of critical thinking, reading, and writing skills. This course requires active and informed participation. Simply coming to class every week is not enough. You are expected to have done the readings for each week before the class, and to be prepared to discuss them. Participation includes but is not limited to in-class comments indicating knowledge, asking probing questions, and involvement in class activities such as work group. In addition, homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of class. 

Midterm exam (15%) and Final exam (20%)

Exams will be primarily based on the readings and on the lecture materials. Exams will be comprehensive, and closed-book. Both exams will comprise multiple choice, short answer, and essay-style questions. The midterm exam will cover the topics from weeks 1-6 and the final exam will be cumulative.

Assignments – Research steps (15%)
Assignments must be turned in via the dropbox function in D2L before 4pm on the due date. APA style citations must be used.
#1- Overview of the study: In this assignment, you will include the initial components of your proposed study: a clear statement of your research topic, a brief explanation of why this area of research is important, your research question, and a reference list of at least three peer reviewed articles relevant to your topic. 

#2- Hypotheses and Variables: In this assignment, you will outline two hypotheses (that predict clear comparisons between variables or proposed outcomes). It will also include an identification of independent, dependent, and control variables. Explain how you will define, operationalize, and measure your independent and dependent variables. 

#3- Description of sample: In this assignment, you explain the sample of participants that you will study. Explain who you will include and how you will recruit them. Be sure to justify your decisions with previous research. 

#4- Survey: In this assignment, you will construct a 10-20 item survey with clear instructions and a variety of questions that you will use to collect your data. 

#5- Analysis: In this assignment, you will test your hypotheses with the appropriate data analysis techniques.
Research paper (20%)

Students are required to write a research paper (2500 words) that will be the culmination of the ‘research steps’ assignments detailed above. The research paper requires attention to detail, corrections of errors on earlier assignments and precise APA style formatting (including in-text citations and reference list, punctuation, grammar, and writing style). The final paper should include at least five contemporary (published in the last 15 years) empirical, peer reviewed sources that are relevant to their study. Both the content and structure of the paper will be graded. The paper should be submitted via the dropbox function of D2L before 4pm on the due date.

In the final research paper, the student presents a research project he/she conducted. The student chooses whether to conduct a qualitative or quantitative analysis. The student can use any of the methods covered (survey, observation, secondary data analysis, etc.) but must justify why this technique is appropriate to the topic. No option is easier, and they will be graded at the same level. The paper should used the following format:
Title Page: Be specific with your choice of title. Come up with a title that accurately represents your project.

Introduction, Literature Review & Theoretical framework: What is known about your topic? What have previous researchers found? Specify the theoretical framework that will guide your project.

Hypotheses: A research hypothesis states an expected relationship between variables. Specify two hypotheses that your research project will test.

Conceptualizations: Define what particular terms mean in the context of your project. Specify the meaning of the concepts and variables that will be utilized in your study.

Operationalizations: After defining your concepts, you must still decide how you are going to measure these concepts in a concrete way. 

Variable(s): What is/are the variable(s) you are trying to explain? What are the variables you are going to use to explain the dependent variable(s)?

Research Method: What method (surveys, interviews, etc.) was used to carry out the research? Why was that method chosen? What advantages does it provide over other methods? Are there any disadvantages of this approach? 

Sample: Describe your sample.

Findings: Are you findings in line with your hypotheses?

Discussion and Implications: What did we learn? How does it fit into the larger literature on your topic?

Limitations: What were the main problems with this study? How might things be improved in future research?

References: APA format required

NO EXTRA CREDIT.
University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know the University’s Student Conduct Code, available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development, found at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter.
CASA Student Success Center

The Student Success Center in the College of Applied Sciences and Arts (CASA) provides advising for undergraduate students majoring or wanting to major in programs offered in CASA Departments and Schools.

All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. Looking for academic advice or maybe just some tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU? Check out the CASA Student Success Center! It’s also a great place to study, and you can check out laptops.

Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/.
JS 105 / Research Methods in Justice Studies, Spring 2012, Course Schedule

* Schedule, readings, assignments are subject to change with fair notice at instructor’s discretion.
Table 1 Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Assignments
	Readings
	Due

	1


	01/26
	Introductions, Syllabus, Nature of criminological research, AC1
	
	Transcripts

	2


	02/02
	Research process
Theory, hypotheses and Research 
	Chapters 1-2
	AC1

	3


	02/09
	Research Ethics 
	Chapter 3
	Step 1

	4


	02/16
	Research Design
	Chapter 4
	IRB

	5


	02/23
	Conceptualization and measurement, operationalization
	Chapter 5
	

	6


	03/01
	Sampling
	Chapter 8
	Step 2

	7


	03/08
	MIDTERM EXAM

Experimental design, AC2
	Chapter 7


	Step 3

	8


	03/15
	No class (ACJS conference)
	
	AC2

	9


	03/22
	Survey research
	Chapter 9 (up to p. 272)
	

	10


	03/29
	Interviews

Observation research


	Chapter 9 (273-289), Chapter 10
	Step 4

	11


	04/05
	Case studies 
Secondary data 
	Chapter 11
	

	12


	04/12
	In-class research lab
	
	

	13


	04/19
	Interpreting data
	Chapter 13
	

	14


	04/26
	Interpreting data
	Chapter 13
	Step 5

	15


	05/03
	Writing a research paper
Peer review
	
	

	16


	05/10
	Exam review
	
	Final paper

	
	TBA
	FINAL EXAM
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