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Course Description 

This graduate seminar explores political and cultural contradictions regarding decisions to forget and remember human-made tragedies, such as genocide and ethnic cleansing. First, we will explore the personal reasons why individual survivors and witnesses typically do not share their history of suffering; and why most governments and public institutions practice “scrupulous forgetting” of their tragic pasts. Secondly, we will examine the personal and social difficulties associated with remembrance, and why we tend to fiercely guard the institutionalization of memory. Finally, drawing upon examples from Germany, Northern Ireland, and the United States, we will discuss different forms of effective remembrance, from memorials to counter-memorials. We will examine the ways in which public history and the arts might join forces to do justice to our past.

The seminar will focus on how these issues are exemplified in California. The state has a long history of socially created tragedies – such as genocide of northwest tribal communities, trading in native women and children, looting of native gravesites, ethnic cleansing of Chinese immigrants in the late 19th century, compulsory sterilization and educational segregation in the name of eugenics between the world wars, unconstitutional imprisonment of Japanese Americans during World War II, and racially disproportionate imprisonment throughout 20th century – but has done very little to publicize and commemorate these significant events in California’s history. Why is this case? What events are worthy of public remembrance? And how should they be remembered? 

Students are expected to participate in a discussion of these issues, carry out a research project that identifies a subject matter in need of public remembrance, and develop a specific proposal for its commemoration.

Learning Objectives


The seminar has the following learning objectives: (1) To develop analytical skills and the ability to understand the role played by ideology in public life. (2) To appreciate the significance of a historical perspective for justice studies. (3) To develop the ability to express an informed point of view about controversial public issues. (4) To do in depth research on a topic relating to public commemoration. 

Important Details

Office hours as needed on Wednesdays prior to class. Make appointment with instructor by email or in class.

Best to reach Tony Platt by email (amplatt27@gmail.com). 

Expectations

That you attend all classes and actively participate in discussions.

That you come to class prepared, having done required readings.

That you inform Tony Platt if you are unable to attend class and propose how to make up the missed class.

That you fully engage issues in the class and complete work on schedule. 

That you speak your mind, raise concerns if there are problems in the class, and be respectful to your colleagues.

That you take pride in your work and be open to new ideas.

Grading

To receive a “B,” you are expected to meet basic requirements of the class: Come to class prepared, actively participate in discussions, lead a presentation on the readings, submit a project proposal (either as individual or group), present your project orally to class, and submit a final project in writing. 

If you are not meeting these basic requirements, I will ask to meet with you and discuss how to improve your work.

To receive an “A,” you need to meet all basic requirements, plus do outstanding work in at least two areas (class participation, class presentations, group or individual project, written work). 

Texts/Readings 

BOOKS REQUIRED 

Tony Platt, Grave Matters: Excavating California’s Buried Past. Heyday, 2011.

Jean Pfaelzer, Driven Out: The Forgotten War Against Chinese Americans. University of California Press, 2008.

RECOMMENDED

James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton (eds.), Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory. The New Press, 2006.

ARTICLES (required) 

Available from Tony Platt at cost of reproduction.

Janna Thompson, Taking Responsibility for the Past: Reparation and Historical Injustice. Polity, 2002, pp. vii-xxi. 

Tony Platt, “Racism Remembered and Forgotten: From Nuremberg to California,” Transit Nuernberg, March 2007.

Tony Platt, “Curious Historical Bedfellows: Sac State and its Racist Benefactor,” Sacramento Bee, February 29, 2004. 

Tony Platt and Alexandra Stern, “Shared Riches Bring Wealth of Baggage,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 10, 2007. 

Timothy Ash, “The Freedom of Historical Debate is Under Attack by the Memory Police,” The Guardian, October 16, 2008.

Christopher Heinrich, “No Place for a Wreath,” in Renata Stih and Frieder Schnock, Berlin Messages, catalogue published by Museum of Art, Fort Lauderdale, 2005. 

Tony Platt, “Northern Ireland’s Past Has a Future,” Los Angeles Times, May 9, 2007. 

Ira Berlin, “Coming to Terms With Slavery in Twenty-First-Century America,” in James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton (eds.), Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory, The Free Press, 2006. 

John Michael Vlach, “The Last Great Taboo Subject: Exhibiting Slavery at the Library of Congress,” in Horton & Horton.

Marie Tyler-McGraw, “Southern Comfort Levels: Race, Heritage Tourism, and the Civil War in Richmond,” in Horton & Horton.

Dwight T. Pitcaithley, “’A Cosmic Threat’: The National Park Service Addresses the Causes of the American Civil War,” in Horton & Horton.

Edward T. Linenthal, “Epilogue: Reflections,” in Horton & Horton.

BLOGS

The following blogs are available on Tony Platt’s website: http://GoodToGo.typepad.com
“For All of Us”

“The Shame of California”

“Memento Mori”

“Facing The Past”

“Bombs Away”

“The Disappeared”

“Sightlines” 
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know the University’s Student Conduct Code, available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development, found at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

PAGE  
1

