
San José State University
 Sociology Department                                                         Spring 2012
JS/SOCI 253 Seminar in Advanced Criminology            

	Instructor:
	Yoko Baba

	Office Location:
	MH 438B

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5334

	Email:
	yoko.baba@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	T 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

These office hours are reserved for JS/SOCI 253 students.
In addition, you may correspond with me via email.


	Class Days/Time:
	T 4:30 to 7:15 p.m.

	Classroom:
	To be announced


MYSJSU Messaging

You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU. 

Course Description 

Critical review of classical and contemporary theories and research in criminology. Evaluation of contemporary criminal justice and its relationship to criminal behavior.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The goal of the course is: (1) to be familiar with various perspectives of criminal behavior, underlying assumptions of these perspectives and key terms; (2) to assess and analyze research concerning current issues in crime and the criminal justice system critically; and (3) to see linkage between theories, research and practical social control policies. 

Student Learning Objectives are as follows:

SLO #1 Will develop an understanding of major criminological theories that explain criminal behavior ranging from the micro to the macro levels.

SLO #2 Will develop an understanding of major criminological theories that explain social control ranging from the micro to the macro levels.

SLO #3 Will develop an understanding of the linkage between criminological theories and the research on various forms of crime.

SLO #4 Will develop an understanding of the behaviors, reasons for criminalization, methods of crime control, and criminal justice policy.

Required Texts/Readings 

Required Textbooks

(1)Einstadter, W. J. and Henry, S. (2006). Criminological theory: An Analysis of Its Underlying Assumptions. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.  Second Edition.
(2)Henry, S. Einstadter, W.J. (eds.) (1998). The Criminology Theory Reader. New York, NY: New York University Press. 
(3) Barak, G., Leighton, P. and Flavin, J. (2010). Class, Race, Gender, and Crime. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.  Third Edition.

(4) Graham-Bermann, S.A. and Levendosky, A.A. (eds.) (2011). How Intimate   

         Partner Violence Affects Children: Developmental Research, Case Studies,
         and Evidence-Based Intervention. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological
         Association.
Recommended Reading

Britton, D.M. (2011). The Gender of Crime. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlield.

Additional Required Reading Materials Obtained via Online

Classical and Rational Choice Theory

(1)Kleiman, M.A.R. (2011). Smarter Punishment, Less Crime: Why reducing incarceration and victimization should be complementary goals. The American Prospect 22, 4-6.

Ecology Theory

(2)Rice, K.J. & Smith, W.R. (2002). Sociological Models of Automobile Theft: Integrating Routine Activity and Social Organization. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 39, 304-336.

Strain and Subcultural Theory

(3)Hannon, L. (2004). Race, Victim Precipitated Homicide and the Subculture of Violence Thesis. The Social Science Journal 41, 115-121.

Differential Association and Social Learning Theory

(4)Miller, H.V., Jennings, W.S., Alvarez-Rivera, L.L. & Miller, J.M. (2008). Explaining Substance Use Among Puerto Rican Adolescents: A Partial Test of Social Learning Theory. Journal of Drug Issues 38, 261-283.

Neutralization and Social Control Theory

(5)Morris, R.G. & Higgins, G. E. (2009). Neutralization, Potential and Self-Reported Digital Piracy: A Multitheoretical Exploration among College Undergraduates. Criminal Justice Review 34, 173-195.
(6)Kerley, K.R., Hochstetler, A., & Copes, H. (2009). Self-Control, Prison Victimization, and Prison Infractions. Criminal Justice Review 34, 553-568.

Labeling and Social Constructionist Theory

(7)Adams, M.S., Robertson, C.T., Gray-Ray, P. & Ray, M.C. (2003). Labeling and Delinquency. Adolescence  38, 171-186.

Feminist Theory
(8)Sudbury, J. (2004). A World Without Prisons: Resisting Militarism, Globalized Punishment and Empire. Social Justice 31, 9-31.

Integrated Theory 
(9)Piquero, A.R. (2004). Explaining Crime over the Life Course . . . and All Points in Between. The Journal of Criminal, Law and Criminology (p. 345-346). Review of Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70 by J.H. Laub and R.J. Sampson (2003). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Library Liaison (Optional)

Nyle Craig Monday, MLK Librarian (408) 808-2041 or Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
Classroom Protocol

(1) Turn off your cell phone or pager in class.

(2) Do not come to class late or leave class early.  If you have to arrive in class late regularly, I advise you not to take this course.

(3) Do not chat with your classmates in class unless you are expected to have discussions in a small group.

(4) Respect your classmates’ ideas and opinions, even when they are different from yours.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html . Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 
Course Requirement, Assignments and Grading Policy

Requirements:  You are required to read all chapters in advance. Please bring the textbook(s) and articles to class. Your grade is based on three response papers for book/book chapters, three article reviews, one final paper, class presentation/evaluation, and group-led discussions.                                      

Assignments:  I will not accept your late assignments. Your assignments must be turned in on the assigned day in class.

If you are ill on the day when the assignments are due, you need to send your assignments via e-mail as attachments on the due date before 4:30 p.m. and turn in a hard copy on the next class period. Regardless of the reasons, you will not receive any credits for your assignments if you will not follow this instruction.  The assignments are scheduled in the beginning of the semester, and there is no reason why you cannot complete these assignments prior to the due date.  This is your responsibility.

Final Exam:  No Final Exam. However, you must turn in the final paper to my office by between 10:00 a.m. and noon, Tuesday, May 22, 2012. 

Final Grade:                      

(1) 28 Written Comments on Weekly Readings   140 points (5 points each)
(2) One Final Paper                                              100 points

(3) Class Presentation/Evaluation                          30 points

(4) Group-led Discussions                                      30 points 
You will not be able to drop the class after the official DROP Day except when you have medical emergency with your doctor’s note.

A final grade of incomplete (I) will be reserved for emergency situation only with your doctor’s note.

Total Points Possible:   300 points (There is no possibility of extra credit)
A+:            288-300                    C+:    228-239
A:              279-287                    C:      219-227
A-:             270-278                    C-:     210-218
B+:            258-269                    D+:    198-209
B:              249-257                    D:      189-197
B-:             240-248                    D-:     180-188
    F:           0-179
Make-up Policy:   There will be no make-ups for your missed exams. There will be only one exception to this polity. Those students who provide written notice in advance who must miss class for university business will have special tests arranged usually before the scheduled test.

(1) 28 Written Comments on Weekly Readings 
Total points=140 points (5 points each written comment)
Your written comments should be typed and double-spaced with 12-font. Each article comment may be approximately 1 to 2 pages. No late written comments are accepted under any circumstances.

The following points must be incorporated in your written comments on weekly readings.
· What is the purpose of the study/research? Critically Examine.

· If the author(s) formulated hypotheses, write hypotheses.

· If there was a research question, include the question.

· Discuss theory including assumptions of the theory, if the author(s) included.

· How did the author(s) critically respond to the theory?

· What kind of the data did the author(s) collect? How did the author (s) collect? Where did the author(s) collect?

· Explain the findings.

· Provide a short summary and discussion statement.

· Did the author(s) support the hypotheses?

(2) One Final Paper 
Total Points=100 points

You are required to write one term paper. You need to use the APA or ASA style only.
Using at least one theory which is found in the class textbook(s), all of you are expected to examine one aspect of domestic/community violence and its effects on children, adolescents, and/or adults. 
      Your paper should be typed and double-spaced with 12-font. The paper should be no more than 15 pages. You can add a reference sheet. You should have at least 15 refereed journal articles and several books excluding our class textbooks and journal articles. You can use our textbooks and journal articles as additional references. You can also use at least one website source (e.g., FBI statistics). No late paper is accepted under any circumstances. 

(3) Class Presentation and Evaluation 
Total points = 30 points (20 points for Class Presentation and 10 points for Evaluation of Your Classmates) 
Each student is expected to present his or her project (approximately 5 to 6 minutes) using PowerPoint on Tuesday, May 15, 2012. You also need to evaluate your classmates’ projects.  The format of presentation and evaluation will be discussed later.  

(4) Group-led Discussions 

Total Points=30 points (5 points per discussion) 

A group of two students will lead discussions over class readings. There will be Approximately 6 groups. Each group will have the opportunity to lead discussions approximately 6 times throughout the semester. Each group must critically summarize an article, provide at least two questions, and lead discussions.  
University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is availabe at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible (on the first day), or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.
A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center (Optional)

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Peer Mentor Center 
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ 
CASA Student Success Center
All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, reinstatement and probation questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. Looking for academic advice or maybe just some tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU? Check out the CASA Student Success Center, located in MH 533! It’s also a great place to study, and you can check out laptops/iPads. http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/
JS/SOCI 253 Seminar in Advanced Criminology                        Spring 2012                                        Course Schedule

Please note that the schedule is subject to change with fair notice and that I will let you in advance by providing a revised schedule. 
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
	January 31
	Introduction

	2 

	February 7
	Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 1)   Analytical Framework

Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 4)  Individual Positivism I: Biological Theories

 Reader: Article by Fishbein
Criminological Theory  by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 5)  Individual Positivism II: Personality Theories

  Reader: Article by Capsi, Moffitt, Silva, Stouthamer-
                 Loeber, Krueger and Schmutte  

	3

	February 14 
	Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 3)  Classical and Postclassical Rational Choice

 Reader: Article by Cornish and Clarke
Article by Kleiman, M.A.R. (2011). Smarter Punishment, Less Crime: Why reducing incarceration and victimization should be complementary goals. The American Prospect 22, 4-6.

	4

	February 21
	 Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 6) Sociological Positivism I: Social Ecology Theories

 Reader: Article by Felson
 Reader: Article by Stark

 Reader: Article by Bursik, Jr.
Article by Rice, K.J. & Smith, W.R. (2002). Sociological Models of Automobile Theft: Integrating Routine Activity and Social Organization. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 39, 304-336.

	5 

	February 28
	 Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 7) 
 Sociological Positivism II: Strain and Subcultural Theories

 Reader: Article by Hagedorn

Article by Hannon, L. (2004). Race, Victim Precipitated Homicide and the Subculture of Violence Thesis. The Social Science Journal 41, 115-121.


	6-7

	March 6-13
	 Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 8) Social Process Theories I: Learning, Bonding and Social Control

 Reader: Article by Akers

 Reader: Article by Wells and Rankin
Article by Miller, H.V., Jennings, W.S., Alvarez-Rivera, L.L. & Miller, J.M. (2008). Explaining Substance Use Among Puerto Rican Adolescents: A Partial Test of Social Learning Theory. Journal of Drug Issues 38, 261-283.

Article by Morris, R.G. & Higgins, G. E. (2009). Neutralization, Potential and Self-Reported Digital Piracy: A Multitheoretical Exploration among College Undergraduates. Criminal Justice Review 34, 173-195.

Article by Kerley, K.R., Hochstetler, A., & Copes, H. (2009). Self-Control, Prison Victimization, and Prison Infractions. Criminal Justice Review 34, 553-568.

	8

	March 20
	 Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 9) Social 

    Process Theories II: Interactionism, Labeling, and Social   

    Constructionism

 Reader: Article by Reed and Yeager
 Reader: Article by Hollinger and Lanza-Kanduce
Article by Adams, M.S., Robertson, C.T., Gray-Ray, P. & Ray, M.C. (2003). Labeling and Delinquency. Adolescence  38, 171-186.

	9

	March 27
	Spring Break

	10-11

	April 3-10
	Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 10)  

    Critical Criminologies I: Conflict and Marxist Theories

 Reader: Article by Chambliss
Criminological Theory by Einstadter and Henry (Ch. 11) Critical  

    Criminologies II: Feminist Theories

 Reader: Article by Simpson

 Reader: Article by Ogle, Maier-Katkin, and Bernard
Article by Sudbury, J. (2004). A World Without Prisons: Resisting Militarism, Globalized Punishment and Empire. Social Justice 31, 9-31.

New Directions: Integrated Theory

Reader: Article by Laub and Sampson

Article by Piquero, A.R. (2004). Explaining Crime over the Life Course . . . and All Points in Between. The Journal of Criminal, Law and Criminology (p. 345-346). Review of Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70 by J.H. Laub and R.J. Sampson (2003). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

	12

	April 17
	Class, Race, Gender and Crime by Barak, Leighton and

    Flavin

Chapters 1 to 6

	13
	April 24
	Class, Race, Gender and Crime by Barak, Leighton and

    Flavin

Chapters 7-12 

	14

	May 1
	How Intimate Partner Violence Affects Children: 
    Developmental Research, Case Studies,

    and Evidence-Based Intervention by Graham-Bermann and  

    Levendosky 
Chapters 2 to 7

	15  


	May 8
	How Intimate Partner Violence Affects Children: 
    Developmental Research, Case Studies,

    and Evidence-Based Intervention by Graham-Bermann and  

    Levendosky 
Chapters 8 to 13 

	16

	May 15
	Class Presentation 

	17
	May 22
	Paper Due between 10:00 a.m. and Noon in My Office (MH 438B)
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