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Justice Studies Department
JS 101:  “Critical Issues and Ideas in Justice”  
Section 01, Fall 2013
	Instructor:
	William Armaline

	
Office Location:
	
McQuarrie Hall 513

	
Telephone:
	
(408) 924-2935

	
Email:
	
William.armaline@sjsu.edu 

	
Office Hours:
	
Mondays and Wednesdays 8:00-9:00 and 3:00-4:00 pm


	Class Days/Time:
	Mondays and Wednesdays 9:00-10:15  am

	
Classroom:

Competency Area (JS):

Prerequisites:
	
MH 520

Area C

None 



			

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Interdisciplinary, historical and comparative examination of justice concepts and controversies, including the state’s role in promoting justice and perpetuating injustice; legitimate versus illegitimate violence; human rights, stateless persons, and the international community; the relationship between social justice and criminal justice.


COURSE OBJECTIVES
In the last three decades, largely as a consequence of the “war on drugs”, the American prison population has grown to unprecedented levels. However, this prison explosion has disproportionately affected poor and minority communities, leading to the mass-imprisonment of an entire generation of young African Americans and Latinos. In turn, this process has increased social inequalities along the lines of race, class and gender.

Further, neo-liberal capitalism and state militarism have shown to be real challenges for equality, sustainability, social justice, and rights protections in the U.S. and beyond.  We will examine both angles into the contemporary concept of “justice” (criminal and/or social justice) in this course.  


TEXTBOOKS
1)  Alexander, M. (2012). The new Jim Crow: Mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. The New Press.

2)  Hedges, C. and J. Sacco.  (2012). Days of Destruction, Days of Revolt. Nation Books.

CLASSROOM PROTOCOL
1. This course depends on participation and interaction.  Students are expected to be on time to class out of respect for your colleagues and instructor.
2. All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not insult or intimidate others, and so forth).  
3. Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the dates indicated on the syllabus.
4. Students are responsible for any and all notes and materials missed in their absence.
5. Cell phone, PDA, and Laptop/Internet use will not be tolerated during class time unless they are part of class activities or necessary to field an emergency.


DROPPING AND ADDING 
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-298.html. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

(SLO1) Students will become familiar with several current, relevant policy debates as they pertain to criminal and social justice.
(SLO2) Specifically, students will become familiar with influential empirical research and theoretical concepts pertaining to “critical issues in justice” such as:  racism and criminal justice, inequality and social control, and the efficacy of policies such as those in the “war on drugs.”
(SLO3) Students will become familiar with the benefits and limitations of qualitative (specifically ethnographic) social scientific research, where it has proven useful in our understanding of various attempts to define and realize notions of “justice.”
(SLO4) Students will demonstrate their understanding of the role of research and various forms of data in building/supporting particular intellectual (such as in theory) and political (such as in activism or policy work) positions.  




ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING POLICY
Assignment						Due			Percent of total grade
IN-CLASS TEST (1)									30%	
IN-CLASS TEST (2)									30%
IN-CLASS TEST (3)									30%
 									
Fieldwork Activity Report								10%
SPECIFICATIONS ON COURSEWORK
1) IN-CLASS TESTS 1-2-3: 
These tests will be done in class, and will consist of short answer and multiple choice/true-false questions covering the various materials (readings, films, lectures) assigned throughout the course. (SLO 1, 2, 4)

2) FIELDWORK ACTIVITY REPORT:

Students will conduct informal field research on a related topic of their choice (as appropriate given that week’s substantive topics).  Fieldwork methods might include participant observation, observation, and/or interviews.  Fieldwork will be assigned on a specific week, and class time will be dedicated to completing these assignments (see schedule).  We will discuss these assignments in detail in class.  (SLO 3)


GRADING SYSTEM 
	Grading System
	Grade

	98-100
	A+

	94-97
	A

	91-93
	A-

	88-90
	B+

	84-87
	B

	81-83
	B-

	78-80
	C+

	74-77
	C

	71-73
	C-

	68-70
	D+

	64-67
	D

	61-63
	D-

	<60
	F



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is availabe at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.


CAMPUS POLICY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.


STUDENT TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.
A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.


LEARNING ASSISTANCE RESOURCE CENTER 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.



SJSU WRITING CENTER 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.


PEER MENTOR CENTER 
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. Website of Peer Mentor Center is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ .
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JS-115 Critical Issues and Ideas in Justice
MON-WED: 9:00 – 10:15 am (MH 520) 
COURSE SCHEDULE

PLEASE NOTE: THE SCHEDULE BELOW IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY INSTRUCTOR.  

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPICS, READINGS, ASSIGNMENTS, DEADLINES

	1

	W: 8/21
	REVIEW SYLLABUS; HOW TO TAKE NOTES ON READINGS

	2

	M: 8/26


W: 8/28
	SYSTEMS OF INEQUALITY AND INTERSECTIONALITY
Reading:  Patricia Hill Collins excerpt (emailed PDF)

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND MASS INCARCERATION
Reading: Mauer, The Incarceration Experiment (emailed PDF)

	3

	M: 9/2

W: 9/4
	LABOR DAY (NO CLASS)

Reading: Western, Mass Imprisonment (emailed PDF)

	4

	M: 9/9

W: 9/11
	Reading: Alexander, Chapter 1 (Jim Crow)

Reading:  Alexander, Chapter 2 (The Lockdown)

	5

	M: 9/16

W: 9/18
	Reading:  Alexander, Chapter 3 (The Color of Justice); Review for Exam 1

 IN-CLASS EXAM (1): 30% OF TOTAL GRADE

	6

	M: 9/23

W: 9/25
	Reading: Alexander, Chapter 4 (The Cruel Hand)

Reading: Alexander, Chapter 5 (The New Jim Crow)

	7

	M: 9/30


W: 10/2
	Reading: Alexander, Chapter 6 (The Fire This Time)

RESISTING THE POLICE STATE
Reading: Letters and excerpts from the CA Prison Hunger Strike (PDF and links via email)

	8

	M: 10/7



W: 10/9
	(no assigned reading) Cannabis legalization and resistance to the war on drugs 

SOCIAL JUSTICE, CAPITALISM, AND THE STATE
What is capitalism?  Watch the communist manifestoon (YouTube)

	
9

	M: 10/14

W: 10/16
	Research Week (assign film and field research, discuss in class)

Research Week

	10

	M: 10/21

W: 10/23
	(no assigned readings) What is the relationship between capital(ism) and the state?  The global recession (since 2008), austerity, debt, and massive wealth disparities.  How did we get here?


Exam 2 Review Day

	11

	M: 10/28

W: 10/30
	IN-CLASS EXAM (2): 30% OF TOTAL GRADE 

FILM:  TBA

	12

	M: 11/4


W: 11/6
	NEO-LIBERAL CAPITALISM AND WEALTH DISPARITY IN THE US
Reading: Hedges and Sacco, Chapter 1 (Days of Theft, Pine Ridge, SD)
Reading: Hedges and Sacco, Chapter 2 (Days of Seige, Camden, NJ)

	13



	M: 11/11

W: 11/13
	NO CLASS—VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY

(no assigned readings) Discuss and assign small ethnographic assignment—poverty and wealth in the Silicon Valley.  

	14

	M: 11/18

W: 11/20
	Reading: Hedges and Sacco, Chapter 3 (Days of Devistation, Welch, WV)
Reading: Hedges and Sacco, Chapter 4 (Days of Slavery, Immokalee, FL)

	15

	M: 11/25


W: 11/27
	CONTEMPORARY ANTI-CAPITALIST MOVEMENTS
Reading: Hedges and Sacco, Chapter 5 (Days of Revolt)

FILM:  TBA

	16

	M: 12/2


W: 12/4

M:  12/9
	(no assigned readings) International resistance to contemporary capitalism and increasing wealth disparities

TBA

Final Exam Review Day

	Final
	W: 12/11
	FINAL EXAM (3),  7:15-9:30 IN NORMAL CLASSROOM






