
San José State University
 Sociology Department                                                         Fall 2013
JS 151 Criminological Theory                                           (Prerequisite is Upper Division Standing and                          Completion of 100W.)
	Instructor:
	Yoko Baba

	Office Location:                 
	MacQuerrie Hall 510        

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5334

	Email:
	yoko.baba@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	M 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Undergraduate Student Only)

	Class Days/Time:
	M/W 1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

	Classroom:
	MacQuerrie Hall 520


Note                                                                                                                                    A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors.

MYSJSU Messaging

You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU. 

Course Description                                                                                                                      Analysis of the nature and extent of crime, crime causation, and prevention will be discussed. We will evaluate various control and prevention strategies and make critical reviews of classical and contemporary theories and research in criminology. We will also examine contemporary criminal justice and its relationship to criminal behavior.

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The goals of the course are: (1) to be familiar with various perspectives of criminal behavior, underlying assumptions of these perspectives and key terms; (2) to assess and analyze research concerning current issues in crime and the criminal justice system critically; and (3) to see linkage between theories, research and practical social control policies. 

Student Learning Objectives are as follows:

SLO #1 Demonstrate an ability to integrate and apply different theoretical perspectives to explain a range of specific criminal offenses, and be able to compare and construct the strengths and weaknesses of those theories. 

SLO #2 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the measurement of crime and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of major sources of crime date.

SLO #3 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the extent and severity of formal and informal responses to various types of crime and offenders.
SLO#4 Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the prevalence of various types of crime, and the characteristics of likely offenders and victims.

Required Texts/Readings 

The following books are required textbooks:

(1) Akers, R.L. & Sellers, C.S. 2013. Criminological Theories: Introduction, Evaluation, and Application (6th edition). 2008. New York, NY: Oxford University.

(2) Reiman, J. and Leighton, P. 2013. The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison: Ideology, Class, and Criminal Justice (10th edition). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Allyn & Bacon. 

(3) Derber, C. 2009. The Wilding of America (Contemporary Social Issues) (5th edition). New York, NY: Worth Publishers.
(4) Fox, J.A., Levin, J., and Quinet, K. 2011. The Will to Kill: Making Sense of

 Senseless Murder (4th edition). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson.
Library Liaison (Optional)

Nyle Craig Monday, MLK Librarian (408) 808-2041 or Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
Classroom Protocol

(1) Turn off your cell phone or pager in class.

(2) Do not come to class late or leave class early.  If you have to arrive in class late regularly, I advise you not to take this course.

(3) Do not chat with your classmates in class unless you are expected to have discussions in a small group.

(4) Respect your classmates’ ideas and opinions, even when they are different from yours.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/soc-fall/rec-324.html . Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

Course Requirement, Assignments and Grading Policy

Requirements:    
(1) You are required to read all chapters in advance. 
(2) Please bring the textbook(s) to class. 
(3) Your grade is based on 1 reflection paper, 1 mid-term exam, and 1 final exam.   

Assignment:  
I will not accept your late assignment.  Your assignment must be turned in on the assigned day in class.

If you are ill on the day when the assignments are due, you need to send your assignments via e-mail as attachments on the due date before 1:00 p.m. and turn in a hard copy on the next class period. Regardless of the reasons, you will not receive any credits for your assignments if you will not follow this instruction.  The assignments are scheduled in the beginning of the semester, and there is no reason why you cannot complete these assignments prior to the due date.  This is your responsibility.

Response Paper (50 points):
The response paper is due on Monday, October 7, 2013 in class.
You need to read the following required textbook and write a response paper.

Fox, J.A., Levin, J., and Quinet, K. 2011. The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder (4th edition). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

The following points must be incorporated in your written papers.

· What is the purpose of the study/research? Critically Examine.

· If the author(s) formulated hypotheses, write hypotheses.

· If there was a research question, include the question.

· Discuss theory including assumptions of the theory, if the author(s) included.

· How did the author(s) critically respond to the theory?

· What kind of the data did the author(s) collect, if the author(s) collected? How did the author(s) collect? Where did the author(s) collect?

· Explain the findings.

· Provide a short summary and discussion statement.

· Did the author(s) support the hypotheses?

· Write your critical analysis of the book.

(1) You need to choose three chapters out of the following 7 chapters: 

           Ch. 3 The Killers and Their Victims

           Ch. 4 Intimate and Family Murder
           Ch. 5 The Young and the Ruthless
           Ch. 6 Well-Schooled in Murder
           Ch. 7 Serial Killers

           Ch. 9 Rampage
           Ch. 10 Hate Homicides
(2) Your written comments should be typed and double-spaced with 12-font. 
(3) This response paper should be approximately 2-3 pages. 
(4) Response paper should be written in an essay format.
(5) You need 10 references excluding web materials.

(6) You need to use APA style.

Exams (100 points each):
Mid-term and Final exams are in-class exams. Mid-term and Final examinations consist of multiple- choice, true-false, short-essay and long-essay questions.

You must take the exam on the scheduled day. However, if you are ill on the day of the exam, you need to inform me of your illness and submit your doctor’s note in order for you to take the exam at a later time with my approval. 

If you need special accommodation for your final exam, be sure to contact the Accessible Education Center (formerly known as DRC) earlier in the semester.

Mid-Term Exam (100 points):

The mid-term exam is scheduled on Wednesday, November 13, 2013 in class.
Final Exam (100 points):  
The final exam is scheduled on Tuesday, December 14, 2010 from 2:45 to 4:15 p.m.
Final Grade (250 points):                      
(1) 1 Response Paper                    50 points 

(2) 1 Mid-term Exam                      100 points 
(3) 1 Final Exam                             100 points
You will not be able to drop the class after the official DROP Day except when you have medical emergency with your doctor’s note.

A final grade of incomplete (I) will be reserved for emergency situation only with your doctor’s note.

Total Points Possible:   250 points (There is no possibility of extra credit)
A+:            240-250                    C+:           190-199
A:              ​233-239                    C:             183-189
A-:             225-232                    C-:            175-182
B+:            215-224                    D+:           165-174
B:              208-214                    D:             158-164
B-:             200-207                    D-:            150-157
    F:                  0-149
Make-up Policy:   There will be no make-ups for your missed exams. There will be only one exception to this polity. Those students who provide written notice in advance who must miss class for university business will have special tests arranged usually before the scheduled test.

University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is availabe at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible (on the first day), or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (Formerly known as DRC (Disability Resource Center)) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.
A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center (Optional)

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.

Peer Mentor Center 
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ .

JS 151 Criminological Theory                        
Fall 2013                                        Course Schedule

Please note that the schedule is subject to change with fair notice and that I will let you in advance by providing a revised schedule. 
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
	August 21
	Introduction

	2

	August 26 -28 
	Sociological Definitions of Crime



	3
	September 2
	Labor Day

	3

	September 4
	General Characteristics of Crime and Criminals



	4 - 5

	September 9-16
	Introduction to Criminological Theories

Ch. 1 Akers and Sellers
Criminological Theory (Biological/Biosocial and Psychological Theories)

Ch. 3 and Ch. 4 Akers and Sellers


	5

	September 18
	The Emergence of Criminology (Classical Theory)

(Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories)
Ch. 2 Akers and Sellers


	6

	September 23
	Criminological Theory (Social Learning Theory)

Ch. 5 Akers and Sellers

	6

	September 25
	Criminological Theory (Social Bonding and Control Theories)

Ch. 6 Akers and Sellers


	7

	September 30
	Criminological Theory (Social Disorganization Theory: Social Structure, Communities, and Crime)
Ch. 8 Akers and Sellers
 

	7
	October 2
	Criminological Theory (Anomie and Strain Theories)

Ch. 9 Akers and Sellers



	8

	October 7
	The Will to Kill
Fox, Levin and Quinet, Ch. 1 and Ch. 3

Reflection Paper Due on October 7, 2013


	8-9
	October 9-14 
	The Will to Kill
Fox, Levin and Quinet, Ch. 4, Ch. 5, Ch. 6, and Ch. 7


	9-10
	October 16-21
	The Will to Kill
Fox, Levin and Quinet, Ch. 9 and Ch. 10



	10
	October 23
	Criminological Theory (Labeling and Reintegrative Shaming Theory)
Ch. 7 Akers and Sellers


	11
	October 28
	Criminological Theory (Conflict Theory)
Ch. 10 Akers and Sellers


	11  


	October 30
	Criminological Theory (Marxist Theories)

Ch. 11 Akers and Sellers


	12

	November 4
	Criminological Theory (Radical and Critical Theories)

Ch. 12 Akers and Sellers

	12
	November 6
	Criminological Theory (Feminist Theories)

Ch. 13 Akers and Sellers

	13
	November 11
	Veteran’s Day 

	13

	November 13
	Mid-Term Exam

	14

	November 18
	The Wilding of America
Derber, Ch. 1, Ch. 2, and Ch.3  


	14-15
	November20-25
	The Wilding of America
Derber, Ch. 4, Ch. 5, and Ch. 6


	15-16
	November 27-Decemver 2
	The Wilding of America
Derber, Ch. 7, Ch. 8, Ch. 9 and Ch. 10

	16
	December 4
	The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison

Reiman and Leighton, Ch. 1 and Ch. 2



	17
	December 4
	The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison

Reiman and Leighton, Ch. 3 and Ch. 4

	17
	December 11
	Final Exam (In-class)
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