San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 189, Section 01,                                                        Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, Spring 2014
	Instructor:
	Dr. Ericka B. Adams

	Office Location:
	MacQuarrie Hall 512

	Telephone:
	408-924-1009 ext. 4-2743*

	Email:
	ericka.adams@sjsu.edu**

	Office Hours:
	Mondays 9:00am to 10:00am

Wednesdays 12:00noon to 1:00pm

	Class Days/Time:
	Mondays and Wednesday 7:30am to 8:45am

	Classroom:
	MacQuarrie Hall 520

	Prerequisites:
	JS100W, JS114, Senior Standing


* The best method to contact me is via email.

** JS 101 should appear in the subject line of all email correspondence to me.  I will not respond to emails without this subject.

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.
Canvas
Students will be required to access Canvas for this course.  If you do not currently have a Canvas account or need some help, please go to eCampus and follow the instructions to login to your.  The course will appear on your Canvas homepage.  The contents and schedule of this course are subject to change—any changes will be posted on Canvas.

Course Description 

Identification, discussion, and analysis of selected problems in justice studies.  Substantive topics covered will likely include: the war on drugs, the war on crime, mass-incarceration, surveillance, zero-tolerance policing, and racism/capitalism/patriarchy and criminal/social justice.
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

LO1: Demonstrate their ability to complete a formal research paper that (a) synthesizes relevant scholarly sources; (b) reflects professional formatting and writing standards (APA format); (c) addresses relevant policy needs (such as necessary reforms) to solving tangible social problems; (d) somehow contributes to our collective understanding of concepts and approaches to "justice", however defined (social justice, criminal justice, community justice, and so forth).

LO2: Demonstrate their ability to present scholarly work to an audience of their peers.

LO3:  Demonstrate a working understanding of "evidence-based" approaches to social problems and public policy.  As a culminating skill set in our program, students should demonstrate their ability to apply social scientific (and otherwise rational) forms of reasoning, argumentation, research, and support in forming any particular worldview or position in the pursuit of "justice" and addressing social problems in our communities/societies.
LO4: Demonstrate their ability to undertake a critical analysis of contemporary problems relevant to justice studies.

LO5: Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level that appropriately reflects the cumulating experience of their justice studies major.

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

Alexander, M. (2012). The New Jim Crow. New York: New Press.
Ayers, W., Ayers, R., and Dohrn, B. (Eds.). (2001). Zero Tolerance: Resisting the Drive for Punishment in Our Schools.  New York:  New Press.
Beckett, K., and Herbert, S. (2011). Banished: The new social control in urban America. New York, Oxford University Press.
Richie, B. E. (2012). Arrested justice: Black women, violence, and America’s prison nation. New York: New York University Press.
Other Readings

Additional readings will be provided on Canvas.
Library Liaison 
Nyle Monday, Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu, (408) 808-2041.
Course Requirements and Assignments

SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf.

Lectures: Since this is a seminar, lectures will be interactive; that is, students will be required to participate throughout the course. The lectures will be based on the material listed for the corresponding date.

Book Critique: Students will be required to complete a 3 – 4 page critique of assigned books (Banished and The New Jim Crow).  Additional information will be provided in class.
Presentations of Readings: From WEEK 2 through WEEK 12, each student will offer three in-class presentations based on research related to the readings assigned for each class.  Each presentation should last 12 to 15 minutes.  Additional requirements will be provided in class.  

Each presentation will receive a grade ranging from 0 to 6 (18% of final grade). The detailed calendar of chapter presentations will be available during the first week of instruction.  Please note: make-up presentations will not be allowed, except for documented serious reasons (e.g. certified medical conditions).

Write-ups: Students are required to prepare write-ups based on the assigned reading throughout the semester.  Additional information will be provided in class.
Detailed Outline of Policy Paper: Students will be required to submit a detailed outline of their policy paper by the assigned date.  Additional information will be provided in class.
In Class Writing Assignments: Students will be required to conduct two in class writing assignments based on documentaries and assigned readings related to the documentary.
Policy Paper: An original research paper analyzing a justice-related topic is required for this course.  Papers are required to be 15 – 18 pages in length, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font, and should be completed in APA style.  Students can choose their topic based on their own research interests. Please note: no paper will be accepted without previous discussion and approval. In their paper, students should include the following: 

1) Introduction to the issue of their choice, explaining its relevance 

2) Theoretical Analysis: Students must introduce a theory explains the issue being researched

3) Review of the relevant literature on the issue (minimum of 20 scholarly articles) 

4) Policy Implications: A critical analysis of current policies about the issue and elaboration of alternative policy proposals

5) Conclusion: A summary of findings and suggestions for future research

6) Completing all parts of the peer review process

Deviations from these requirements are not suggested and will result in a failing grade.

Presentation: A formal presentation of your policy paper will occur beginning WEEK 15.  The purpose of the presentation is to describe the research reviewed with respect to purpose, findings, limitations and policy implications. Your presentation may include the use of note cards, charts, and graphs. It is strongly suggested that you do not read your presentation to the class, this will result in a failing grade.  You should be prepared to answer questions regarding your paper after the presentation.

Class Participation: For each class students will be required to conduct assigned readings and come prepared to make meaningful contributions to class discussions.  I reserve the right to conduct pop quizzes if students are not prepared for class. 
All written assignments must be submitted by the due date in class and to the respective drop box on Canvas.

Late assignments will NOT be accepted in this class.
NOTE that University policy F69-24, “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.”

Grading Policy
Grades in the Department of Justice Studies are computed on the following percentages:
	98.0 – 100% 
= A+
	78.0 – 79.9% 
= C+

	93.0 – 97.9.9%     = A
	73.0 – 77.9%         = C

	90.0 – 92.9%       
= A-
	70.0 – 72.9%       
= C-

	88.0 – 89.9%       
= B+
	68.0 – 69.9%       
= D+

	83.0 – 87.9%
= B

	63.0 – 67.9%
= D

	80.0 – 82.9%
= B-
	00.0 – 62.9%
= F


Your grade is composed of:

2 Book Critiques


14 points

3 Presentations of Readings 

18 points

Detailed Outline of Policy Paper
  5 points

In Class Writing Assignments
  8 points
Policy Paper



30 points

Policy Paper Presentation

  9 points

Write-ups

 
            16 points
_______________________________________

Total




100 points

Late assignments will NOT be accepted in this class.
Classroom Protocol

Electronic Devices:  Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDA’s or any other electronic device that “makes noise”.  While I commend those of you who have mastered text messaging, the use of these devices during class is disruptive and will not be tolerated.  If I see you text messaging, I will ask you to leave the room.  The use of computers in the classroom will not be allowed.

Classroom Etiquette:  Class motto:  “Treat others as you think they would like to be treated”.  Yes, this is a spin on the ever popular, but not so empathetic phrase.  This is a time to open your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so please take advantage of this opportunity.  Further, please be respectful of others and show them common courtesy.  I firmly believe that the learning process is enriched by discussion, but damaged by arguments.  Respect and professionalism are the guiding principles of this class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated, if you are late, do not disturb class—wait until break to enter the classroom.

Written Work:  I understand that many of our students have busy life’s, filled with work and family obligations.  I understand that “school work” is difficult to fit in to an already full schedule.  With this said, I expect that one’s education is their number one priority and I do expect quality work from everyone.  Write every paper as though it is your best paper ever and be proud of your paper and work that you complete for this course. 

As a side note:  I am well aware of the websites that offer papers to students and have software that allows me to compare papers I receive to the thousands of databases of papers that exist.  Trust me, it is not worth your effort, chances are, I will find out.  All papers that are turned in to this class will be submitted to turnitin.com.  Please see the course website for additional information.

University Policies

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain instructor’s permission to record the course.  
· “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.” 
· It is suggested that the greensheet include the instructor’s process for granting permission, whether in writing or orally and whether for the whole semester or on a class by class basis. 
· In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the recording, permission of those students or guests should be obtained as well. 
· “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.”

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

SJSU Peer Connections 

Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience.  You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.  

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics.  A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC). 

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.
SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) [image: image1.png]


 
SJSU Counseling Services 
The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.
JS 189-01, Senior Seminar, Spring 2014, Course Schedule
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	N/A
	

	1
	N/A
	

	2


	1/27
	Introductions, Syllabus, and Assignments

	2
	1/29
	Reading:  Banished (Introduction and Chapter 1 and 2)

Assignment: Write-up 1 Due


	3


	2/3
	Reading:  Banished (Chapters 3 and 4)

Assignment: Write-up 2 Due


	3
	2/5
	Reading:  Banished (Chapters 5 and 6)  
Assignment: Book Critique on Banished Due

	4


	2/10
	Workshop on Policy Papers; Class meets in the Library Room 217

	4
	2/12
	Reading: Arrested Justice—Richie (Chapters 1 and 2)
Assignment: Detailed Outline of Policy Paper Due

	5


	2/17
	Reading: Arrested Justice—Richie (Chapters 3 and 4)
Assignment: Write-up 3 Due


	5
	2/19
	Reading: Arrested Justice—Richie (Chapters 5 and 6)

Assignment: Write-up 4 Due


	6


	2/24
	Documentary on Violence Against Women

Assignment: In class writing assignment


	6
	2/26
	Reading: Zero Tolerance—Ayers, “Arturo’s Case” and “From Jail Yard to School Yard”

	7


	3/3
	Reading: Zero Tolerance—Ayers, “Racial Profiling at School” and “How Distorted Coverage of Juvenile Crime Affects Public Policy”
Assignment: Write-up 5 Due


	7
	3/5
	Reading: Zero Tolerance—Ayers, “Education, Delinquency, and Incarceration” and “Sticks and Stones”

	8


	3/10
	Reading: Zero Tolerance—Ayers, “Finding Safety Where We Least Expect It” and “The Role of Law in Policing Abusive Disciplinary Practices”
Assignment: Write-up 6 Due


	8
	3/12
	Documentary on US Educational System
Assignment: In class writing assignment


	9


	3/17
	Reading: The New Jim Crow—Alexander (Introduction and Chapter 1)

	9
	3/19
	Reading: The New Jim Crow—Alexander (Chapters 2 and 3)
Assignment: Write-up 7 Due


	10


	3/24
	Spring Recess—No Class

	10
	3/26
	Spring Recess—No Class

	11


	3/31
	Cesar Chavez Day—Campus Closed

	11
	4/2
	Reading: The New Jim Crow—Alexander (Chapters 4 and 5)
Assignment: Write-up 8 Due


	12


	4/7
	Reading: The New Jim Crow—Alexander (Chapter 6)
Assignment: Book Critique Due


	12
	4/9
	Assignment: Policy Paper Peer Review 
Bring copy of peer review form and a copy of your policy paper.  Paper must be at 80% complete.

	13


	4/14
	Individual Meetings with Dr. Adams in her office MQH 512

	13
	4/16
	Individual Meetings with Dr. Adams in her office MQH 512 

	14


	4/21
	Individual Work on Policy Papers

	14
	4/23
	Individual Work on Policy Papers

	15


	4/28

	Policy Paper Due

	15
	4/30
	Final Presentations

	16


	5/5
	 Final Presentations

	16
	5/7
	Final Presentations

	17
	5/12
	Final Presentations

	Final Exam
	5/21 at 7:15am
	Final Presentations
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