San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 288 Historical Issues in Justice Studies
	Instructor: Tony Platt
	

	Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 526
	

	Telephone: 510-841-1998
	

	Email: amplatt27@gmail.com
	

	Office Hours: Wednesday 3 to 4:30 p.m. and by appointment, 521 MacQuarrie
	

	Class Days/Time: Wednesday 4:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
	

	Classroom: MacQuarrie Hall 526
	


Catalogue Description: A core course in the master’s program designed to equip students to do historical research, understand the significance of a historical perspective for contemporary issues, and explore the place of historical obligations and entitlements in a theory of justice. 
Instructor’s Course Description 

“Historical Issues in Justice Studies” is a required, core course in the master’s program. The primary purposes of the course are to equip students with an ability to do historical research, to understand the significance of a historical perspective for contemporary issues, and to explore the place of historical obligations and entitlements in a theory of justice. Students are expected to become agents of social justice by applying historical knowledge to issues of contemporary concern. 

This semester, JS 288 explores political and cultural contradictions in the decisions to forget and remember human-made tragedies, such as genocide and ethnic cleansing. First, we will investigate the personal reasons why individual survivors and witnesses typically do not share their history of suffering; and why most governments and public institutions practice scrupulous forgetting of their tragic pasts. Secondly, we will examine the personal and social difficulties associated with remembrance, and why we tend to fiercely guard the institutionalization of memory. Thirdly, drawing upon examples from Germany, Northern Ireland, and the United States, we will explore examples of movements for social justice that demand social recognition. We will consider different forms of effective remembrance, from memorials to counter-memorials, and the ways in which public history and the arts might join forces to do justice to our past.
We will focus this semester on how these issues are dealt with in California. The state has a long history of socially created tragedies – such as genocide of northwest tribal communities, trading in native women and children, looting of native gravesites, lynching of Mexicans during the Gold Rush, ethnic cleansing of Chinese immigrants in the late 19th century, compulsory sterilization and educational segregation in the name of eugenics between the world wars, unconstitutional imprisonment of Japanese Americans during World War II, and racially disproportionate imprisonment throughout 20th century – but has done very little to publicize and commemorate these significant events in California’s history. Why is this case? What events are worthy of public remembrance? And how should they be remembered? Also, do we pay enough attention to movements and individuals who have struggled for social justice? 
Students are expected to participate in a discussion of these issues, write one reaction paper, carry out a research project that identifies a subject matter in need of public remembrance, and develop a specific proposal for its commemoration.
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Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with analysis and writing throughout its curriculum. Students are expected to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives – personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional, and civic lives. 
Course Prerequisites
Students are required to be admitted to Justice Studies master’s program and to be in good academic standing. Students from other graduate programs at SJSU can be admitted with permission of the instructor. 
Student Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course students will:

1. Demonstrate an appreciation of the significance of a historical perspective and critical analysis for Justice Studies and be able to analyze and evaluate historical evidence. Understand the importance of remembrance and commemoration in public history. Demonstrate ability to apply historical knowledge to contemporary issues. 

2. Express an informed point of view about controversial issues and engage colleagues in argument and discussion. Present research to an audience of peers. 

3. Demonstrate an ability to write a formal research paper that (a) synthesizes relevant scholarly sources; (b) reflects professional writing standards and analytical competence; (c) addresses connections between the past and present; and (d) contributes to our understanding of social justice. 

4. Demonstrate an ability to read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level that appropriately reflects the expectations of a graduate program. 
Required Reading  

Platt, T. (2011) Grave Matters: Excavating California’s Buried Past. Berkeley: Heyday.

Pfaelzer, J. (2008) Driven Out: The Forgotten War Against Chinese Americans. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008.

Platt, T. (2013) Doing Justice to History (PDF articles available from instructor). 

Platt, T. (2013). Selection of blogs from http://GoodToGo.typepad.com. 
Class Protocol
Instructor’s Note on Communication

Students can meet with the instructor during office hours or set up a meeting at another time. It is your responsibility to communicate with the instructor (preferably via email) if you have any problems that interfere with your ability to attend class or complete assignments on time. 

Classroom Etiquette 

It is expected that:
You attend all classes and actively participate in discussions. 
You come to class prepared, having done required readings. 
You inform the instructor if you are unable to attend class and propose how to make up the missed class. 
You fully engage issues in the class and complete work on schedule. 
You speak your mind, raise concerns if there are problems in the class, and be respectful to your colleagues.
That you take pride in your work and be open to new ideas.

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 
Assignments and Grading Policy
In order to receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be met and every assignment must be completed. Assignments must be submitted in person, at the beginning of class and via email. Failure to complete any one assignment may result in a failing grade for the course. 

Deadlines are firm. Late papers will not be accepted for full credit (without extenuating personal circumstances due to own or family health, or other university recognized excuse). 

Plagiarism is not tolerated on any assignment and may result in a failing grade and/or referral to the appropriate university committee. 

Class Participation (30%): You are expected to actively and fully participate in this graduate seminar by coming to class prepared to discuss assigned readings, exchange ideas about the readings via email, lead a discussion on one week’s assigned readings, present regular updates on your research project, and make a presentation to the class when your research project is completed. SLO 1 and 4. 

Reaction Paper (10%): By the fourth week of the semester, you will complete a five-page paper that asks you to critically assess a local memorial that commemorates an important historical event. SLO 1 and 2. 

Research Paper (60%): Take on a semester-long project involving historical research on a significant, human-made tragedy or struggle for social justice involving fundamental human rights issues. Discuss the strengths and limitations of efforts at commemoration, and propose imaginative ways for commemorating an event or movement that resonates in public history. You are expected to present progress reports throughout the semester and make a presentation on your research to the class. A twenty-page, documented research paper is due at the end of the semester. SLO 1, 2, and 3. 

University Policies
Academic integrity
Students should know the University’s Student Conduct Code, available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development, found at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.
Learning Assistance Resource Center 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.
SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

CASA Student Success Center
The Student Success Center in the College of Applied Sciences and Arts (CASA) provides advising for students majoring or wanting to major in programs offered in CASA Departments and Schools. All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. Looking for academic advice or maybe just some tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU? Check out the CASA Student Success Center. It’s also a great place to study, and you can check out laptops. Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/.

Grading Scale

As a graduate student, you are expected to get a grade of “B” or higher to successfully complete the course. To receive a “B,” you are expected to meet the basic requirements of the class: Come to class prepared, actively participate in discussions, lead a presentation on the readings, report on the progress of your research, and complete written assignments on time. To receive an “A” in the class, you must meet the basic requirements, plus do outstanding work in either class discussions or your written work. If you are not meeting basic requirements, the instructor will meet with you to discuss how you can improve your work. 

97-100%	A+			77-79		C+
94-96		A			74-76		C
90-93		A-			70-73		C-
87-89		B+			67-69		D+
84-86		B			64-66		D
80-83		B-			60-63		D-		0-59		F





JS211 Fall 2014 Course Schedule
The class schedule below is subject to change and will be adjusted according to the needs of the syllabus. This makes it particularly important to check in with the instructor after any absences. 
Table 1 Course Schedule
	W
	Date
	Topic 
	Due 
	Reading

	1

	01/23

	Introductions, expectations, process, and assignments. 
Assignment #1 and Assignment #2 discussed.
	
	

	2
	01/30
	History and Memory
Sign up for leading discussion
	
	Selections from Doing Justice to History and blog.

	3
	02/06
	Genocide in California? 
	Assignment #2
Lead discussion
	Grave Matters, chapters 1-3. 

	4
	02/13
	History and consequences of grave looting.
	Lead discussion
	Grave Matters, chapters 4-9 and blog. 

	5
	02/20
	History and memory: Anti-Asian racism.
	Lead discussion
	Driven Out, chapters Intro-5. 

	6

	02/27
	History and memory: Anti-Asian racism. 
	Lead discussion
	Driven Out, chapters 6-Conclusion and selections from Doing Justice to History. 

	7

	03/06
	History and memory: Slavery, eugenics, and imprisonment. 
	Lead discussion
Two-page proposal for Assignment #1
	Selections from Doing Justice to History and blog. 


	8
	03/13
	Facing the past. 
	Lead discussion

	Selections from Doing Justice to History and blog. 


	9
	03/20
	Research on projects. 
	
	

	10
	
Spring break

	11
	04/03
	Cultural politics of remembrance. 
Progress reports on projects. 
	Lead discussion 
	Selections from Doing Justice to History and blog. 


	12
	04/10

	Review of course themes.
Discussion of research projects. 
	

	

	13
	04/17
	Presentations. 
	 
	

	14
	04/24
	Presentations.                                                                                                                                   

	15
	05/01
	Presentations.

	16
	05/08
	Presentations and sum up of class.                                                                                                                   

	
	TBA
	Deadline for submitting research paper.
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