San José State University

Justice Studies Department
Winter 2015

JS 155 Victimology 

	Instructor:
	Jacquelyn McClure

	Office Location:
	MacQuarrie Hall 512

	Telephone:
	(408) 807-2062 (texts only please; call in case of extreme emergency)


	Email:
	Jacqyelyn.mcclure@sjsu.edu


	Office Hours:
	Immediately after in-class meetings and by request


	Class Days/Times:
	This class meets in-person (classroom - CR) and on-line (OL).        In-person (CR) meetings are from 8 a.m. to 12 noon on the following dates: January 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16.  On-line days are January 7, 9, 13, 15. Times vary on these days and students can access materials and submit assignments anytime during the on-line period, including the weekend of January 10/11.


	Classroom:
	MacQuarrie Hall 520

	Prerequisites:
	JS 100W Pre/Co-Requisite 


Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors.

MYSJSU Messaging / Canvas
Each student enrolled in this course is responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU.  Course materials and assignments are available through Canvas and may be distributed through e-mail. 
Course Description 

Examination of the relationship between victim and offender, including the behavior and attitudes of family, society and justice system toward the victim; nature and extent of loss, injury and damage to the victim.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

The goals of the course are: (1) to understand the extent and nature of crime as victims perceive them; (2) to assess the relative risk of victimization; (3) to evaluate the nature and extent of losses, injuries, and damages experienced by victims of crime; (4) to study the relationship between victim and offender; in other words, the victim’s contribution to the criminal offense; and (5) to investigate the social reaction of the family, community, and society toward the victim of crime. Furthermore, the course examines the following topics: (1) the characteristics of victims of crime; (2) the situation in which victimization occurs; and (3) the treatment of the victim in the criminal justice system.

Student Learning Objectives are as follows:
LO #1 Explain the theories and methods of victimology.

LO #2 Explain examples of the relationship between victim and offender from competing points of view. 

LO #3 Explain the behavior and attitudes of family, society, and the criminal justice toward the victim. 
Required Texts/Readings 

There are no required texts for this course. Required readings are posted on Canvas and distributed through e-mail.
Library Liaison 
Silke Higgins, MLK Librarian silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
Course Requirements:    
(1) You are required to read all posted articles in advance. 

(2) Please be prepared to discuss articles in class . 

(3) Your grade is based on the following assignments: a reflection paper (parts A and B), small group participation/discussions, on-line research assignments, responses to critical thinking questions, 1 team presentation.   

Assignments

1.  Reflection Paper (20 points)  This paper should be a minimum of three (3) pages and a maximum of five (5). It is written in two parts. The first part, Part A, is due on Canvas no later than Wednesday January 7 at 10 p.m. Part B is due on Thursday January 15, no later than 10 p.m. Further instructions provided in-class.
2.  Small Group Participation/Discussion (15 points)  Discussion of critical thinking questins presented in class, which means that you must be in calss and actively participate with your group in order to receive the points. Your group may be asked to present the findings in class.
3.  On-line research assignments (15) Specific crime victim data and topics, presented and assigned in-class, are researched by students and findings are brought back to class for discussion.
4.  Critical Thinking Questions and Responses (20) Several questions are posted weekly and discussed in groups. 
5.  Team Presentation (30 points) Specific crime areas are researched and presented in class.  Presentations occur during the second week of the term.  

Total Points Possible:  100 points (There is no possibility of extra credit)

	
	A = 100-95% 
	A minus = 95-90% 

	B+ = 89-86% 
	B = 85-83% 
	B minus = 82-80% 

	C+ = 79-76% 
	C = 75-73% 
	C minus = 72-70% 

	D+ = 69-66% 
	D = 65-63% 
	D minus = 62-60% 

	F = 59-0% 
	
	


Classroom Protocol

(1) Turn off your cell phone or pager in class.

(2) Do not come to class late or leave class early. 
(3) Respect your classmates’ ideas and opinions, even when they are different from yours.

(4) Do not chat with your classmates during class times unless you are expected to have discussions in a small group.

University Policies

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University. The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edy.aec to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Peer Connections 

Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience.  You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.  

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics.  A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC). 

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. 
SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building. Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple or group basis. To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling. 
JS 155 Victimology Fall 2014 Course Schedule
	Week
	Date / Location
	Topics, Assignments

	  1


	Monday January 5

CR
	Introduction; Criminal Victimization; History of the Victims Movement in the United States – Discovery and Re-discovery of Crime Victims; Feminists and Activists; The Study of “Victimology”

	
	Tuesday

January 6
CR
	Victim Blaming versus Victim Defending; The Impact of Victimization; What do Victims Want?


	
	Wednesday January 7

OL
	Crime by Numbers; Victims and the Criminal Justice System; 

Repaying Victims of Crime

	
	Thursday January 8

CR
	Paranoia as a Crime Prevention Strategy

	
	Friday January 9 OL
	Patterns of Criminal Victimization – Identifying Perpetrators and Their Victims
Victim Services

	   2


	Monday

January 12 CR
	Crimes and Victims

	
	Tuesday

January 13

OL
	Crimes and Victims 

	
	Wednesday

January 14

CR
	Crimes and Victims

	
	Thursday

January 15

OL
	Crimes and Victims

	
	Friday

January 16 CR

	Victims in the 21st Century: Alternative Directions
Repaying Crime Victims
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