[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Syllabus 
BUS 227A – Individual Tax Compliance

Semester: Early Spring
Year: 2021
	Instructor:
	David J Neighbors, CPA, MST – Partner, BDO

	Email:
	dneighbors@bdo.com

	Office Hours:
	On an as-requested basis. Sessions to be held via phone call or zoom.

	Class Days/Time:
	Fridays
1/8 – 1/15
8:30PM – 4:30PM
[bookmark: _Hlk50576751]All class sessions are via Zoom. Zoom login information to be posted in the calendar section on Canvas.
NOTE: Students are highly encouraged to have their cameras on during class to improve interaction and attentiveness.
 


Course Description
The basics of federal income tax compliance from information gathering to filing of the return. Includes practice preparing various individual forms and schedules. Also covers software tools, engagement letters, rules of conduct, disclosures, recordkeeping, and key California adjustments. Final project will be manual completion of a moderately complex Form 1040 (due by 1/25/21).


Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able:
· To understand the process of individual tax compliance from initial client contact to filing of returns. Discover how to ask the right questions during the information gathering process.
· To understand the key rules for computing federal taxable income and net tax liability including investment income, business income, passive activity income, retirement plans, itemized deductions, special tax credits, alternative minimum tax and estimated tax payments.
· To gain awareness of actions to help ensure proper compliance that reduces penalty and malpractice exposure. Understand the tools and requirements that help support ethical tax compliance.
· To understand necessary features for tax compliance software tools.
· To understand key federal and California tax differences for individuals
Required Texts/Readings
Textbooks
Textbook
A list of course readings will be posted on Canvas
Course Requirements, Assignments, and Grading Information
Grades will follow to pattern of 90% or higher for an A, 80% or higher for a B, 70% of higher for a C, etc. Plus and minus grades will be used for scores within two percentage points of the grade breakpoint.
· Group work in class – 10 points
· Research questions – 40 points (due 1/15/21)
· Quiz 10 points
· Final project – 40 points (due 1/25/21)
· Total 100 points
· Determination of Grades: There are no extra-credit opportunities available for this course. Course grades are determined using the following table:

	Grade 
	Percentage

	A plus
	98 to 100%

	A
	92 to 97%

	A minus
	90 to 91%

	B plus
	88 to 89 %

	B
	82 to 87%

	B minus
	80 to 81%

	C plus
	78 to 79%

	C
	72 to 77%

	C minus
	70 to 71%

	D plus
	68 to 69%

	D
	62 to 67%

	D minus
	60 to 61%

	F
	 Below 60%




Academic Integrity
Students should know the University’s Academic Integrity Policy that is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf.  Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Be sure to read the following additional information on academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism from Professor Nellen at:
http://www.sjsu.edu/people/annette.nellen/website/ClassInfo.html#Integrity 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.


Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material
University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain instructor’s permission to record the course.
· Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”
· Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.
· You may request permission, either in writing or orally, at any time during the semester.
· If students or guests may be on the recording, permission of those students or guests should be obtained as well.
Other University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/.  Be sure to review these university policies and resources.





Course Schedule
Schedule is subject to change with fair notice.
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
 
	1/08/21
	·       Introductions
· Introduction to course and expectations
· Key steps of tax compliance
· Working through Form 1040, including Schedules A, B,C,D, SE, and related forms
· Due diligence
· Quiz

	2
 
	1/15/21
	· Delving deeper into Form 1040 and special rules
· E-filing basics
· Considerations in selecting and using tax prep software
· Tax practice considerations (engagement letters, clients screening, checklists, disclosures, and more)
· Key federal / California differences
· Looking forward – state of the federal tax law and relevance to compliance and planning for individuals

	3
 
	1/25/21
	Final project due via email (1/25/21)



 


	MST Program Learning Goals

	1
	Complex and Multi-jurisdictional Tax Issues
	To identify, understand and resolve complex and multijurisdictional tax issues within the context of our global economy and society.

	2
	Research Skills
	To learn research skills for exploring both familiar and novel areas of the tax law and to communicate the findings in clear terms.

	3
	Analytical Skills
	To develop conceptual and analytic skills with real world applications.

	4
	Tax Policy
	To appreciate tax policy issues and foundations of the tax law.

	5
	Ethical Implications of Tax Practice
	To understand the ethical implications of tax practice.

	6
	Tax Practice and Career Advancement
	To develop skills for effective tax practice including keeping current, interacting with others, and career advancement.


 

