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Ashikaga Yoshimasa
1436-1490

The sixth Ashikaga 
shōgun, Yoshinori, 
was succeeded by his 
sickly ten year old 
son, Yoshikatsu, who 
died a few months 
later. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yoshikatsu’s younger brother, Yoshimasa, became the next shōgun.



1. Ashikaga Takauji (1305–1358) (r. 1338–1358) 
2. Ashikaga Yoshiakira (1330–1368) (r. 1359–1368) 
3. Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358–1408) (r. 1368–1394) 
4. Ashikaga Yoshimochi (1386–1428) (r. 1395–1423) 
5. Ashikaga Yoshikazu (1407–1425) (r. 1423–1425) 
6. Ashikaga Yoshinori (1394–1441) (r. 1429–1441) 
7. Ashikaga Yoshikatsu (1434–1443) (r. 1442–1443) 
8. Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436–1490) (r. 1449–1473) 
9. Ashikaga Yoshihisa (1465–1489) (r. 1474–1489) 
10. Ashikaga Yoshitane (1466–1523) (r. 1490–1493, 1508–1521) 
11. Ashikaga Yoshizumi (1480–1511) (r. 1495–1508) 
12. Ashikaga Yoshiharu (1510–1550) (r. 1522–1547) 
13. Ashikaga Yoshiteru (1536–1565) (r. 1547–1565) 
14. Ashikaga Yoshihide (1540–1568) (r. 1568) 
15. Ashikaga Yoshiaki (1537–1597) (r. 1568–1573) 

Ashikaga Shōguns



Yoshimasa had little 
interest in civil 
affairs. 

Ginkakuji- The Silver 
Pavilion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emulating his illustrious ancestor, Yoshimitsu, he retired to Kyōto’s eastern hills. There Yoshimasa built the famous “Silver Pavilion” where he devoted himself to poetry, Nō plays, garden design, the connoisseurship of art, and collecting tea utensils.




Kōgetsu-dai – Moon-Viewing Platform

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This white sand hill has been a central feature of the garden since the Muromachi. It is called the “Moon-viewing platform. Behind it is the “Moon-Awaiting Mountain”. This area has been a popular place to view the moon since Heian times. Yoshimasa wrote a poem saying “I love/my hut/at the foot of Moon-Awaiting Mountain/ and the reflection of the sinking sky.”  If there is no moon, the moon must be imagined. Practitioners of Zen say that enlightenment is like moonlight over water—the moon makes the water’s surface visible and vice versa.



Key Cultural Concept #13-

Mu – Nothingness, Nil, Negation

The Buddhist concept of mu is very important to 
Japanese art and philosophy. Mu is nothing—but 
it is also everything. That is, the absence of some 
things emphasizes the presence of others. Like 
the Taoist concept of in and yo (positive and 
negative, dark and light, passive and active), 
nothingness (mu) is the inseparable, flip side of 
reality. What we don’t see is as important as what 
we do. 
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For the elite, life 
in the capital 
could be 
beautiful.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In peace time, even the ordinary people had the time to enjoy small pleasures.



Unfortunately, 
between 1457 and 
1467, devastating 
typhoons ruined 
the rice crops 
repeatedly. Eighty 
thousand people 
died from 
sickness and 
starvation.

Kamogawa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was said that the Kamo River was so choked with bodies that it could not flow. The bakufu distributed a little food through the monasteries. 
The administration actually had few resources. Yoshimasa borrowed from the rich Zen sects to finance lavish expenditures such as the new Muromachi palacehe built in 1458. 
The tansen tax was being levied more than once a year and a multitude of new taxes were instituted on things like buildings, sake, and rice dealers. Yoshimasa taxed money-lenders as often as eight times a month. Farmers were forced to enlist in the military as foot soldiers to avoid debt and taxes. To make matters worse, the constables appointed to collect the tansen from the rural areas only remitted a small portion of their taxes to the administration. 
Yoshimasa periodically cancelled all debts by issuing “acts of virtuous government” (tokusei), but this had negative consequences. Financial markets were thrown into confusion and attempts to revoke the debt moratoriums resulted in pillaging and looting.



Key Cultural Concept #14 

Gaman – Patience, endurance

Gaman literally means “to neglect the 
self.” Life was not easy in Japan. Rich and 
poor both had to endures extremes of 
temperature, plagues, high infant 
mortality, and constant warfare. 
Socialization in Japan stresses putting the 
group’s interests ahead of the individual. 
Buddhist philosophy also emphasized 
annihilating personal desires.

Part 10 (106)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For much of Japanese history, the individual or family which did not persist through incredible adversity would not survive. High value is placed on perseverance in the modern work and educational value systems.



By 1464, 
Yoshimasa
was ready 
to resign. 
He was 
thirty years 
old.

Ashikaga Yoshimasa by Tosa Mitsunobu
(1434 – 1525)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The problem of succession was complicated by a dispute between two powerful factions. Hosokawa Katsumoto (1430-1473) favored Yoshimasa’s young brother, Yoshimi (1439-1491). Yoshimi had been taken out of a monastery and made the shōgun’s deputy with the understanding that he would succeed. A year later, Yoshimasa’s  wife Tomiko gave birth to a son, Yoshihisa (1465-1489). A clever player in her own right, Tomiko made a fortune levying taxes at the entrance to the city and falsely claiming they were for the repair of the Imperial palace. She looked to Yamana Sōzen (1404-1473), also known as Mochitoyo) for support. 



Muromachi helmet

Hosokawa

Yamana

Yamana was Hosokawa’s father-
in-law. He had a volatile 
personality and was prone to 
jealousy.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The succession dispute was the kind of affair he enjoyed manipulating. He was jealous because Hosokawa had the shōgun’s confidence. 



By 1466, both men 
had enlisted forces of 
approximately eighty 
thousand men.

Hosokawa Katsumoto

Calligraphy by Yamana Sōzen

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1467, Yamana picked a fight. He told Yoshimasa that Hoskawa had interfered between two candidates from the Hatakeyama clan for kanrei (governor). The shōgun merely reprimanded Hosokawa. Yamana moved Yoshimi, his candidate to succeed Yoshimasu, to bakufu headquarters the same day. Seeing his two vassals were preparing for war, Yoshimasa told them that whoever was the first to fight in the capital would be declared a rebel. There was a temporary stand-off, but tension rose as mysterious fires and other provocative incidents took place. Whoever could get out of Kyōto did so, including the Imperial princesses.



Kyōto During the Onin War

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The flashpoint came when Hosokawa troops attacked the mansion of one of Yamana’s generals.



Scene from the Ōnin War from 16th Century Handscroll 
Legends of the Shinnyodō Temple

The conflict was called the Ōnin War for the era in 
which it began. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It lasted from 1467-1477.At first, hand to hand fighting in the city was difficult, but as more buildings burned, barricades were erected and trenches were dug. Yoshimasa gave his support to Hosokawa, however, he did not secure the usually Imperial commission. Fighting continued and many important building and temples were destroyed. The heart of the conflict was close to the Imperial palace. The human toll was terrible. One ally of Yamana collected eight cartloads of heads.



Shōkokuji from Momoyama period screen

Muromachi Cypress Fan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hosokawa had taken a position at Shōkokuji next to the shōgun’s palace. Yoshimasa’s ladies wanted to flee because they feared fire or rape. Yoshimasa himself calmly held a drinking party. By 1467, most of the city was burned and looted.



Samurai around 1467

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yoshimi, the younger brother that Yoshimasa had enticed from the monastery to assist him, found himself employed as a general under Yamana. Yoshimasa had his brother declared a rebel. 
Tomiko’s four-year-old son, Yoshihisa, was made heir to the shōgun in 1469. Yamana’s next move was a futile attempt to introduce a Southern pretender to the throne in 1471. Finally, both Yamana and Hosokawa died in 1473. Nonetheless, fighters from the Ōuchi and Hatakeyama clans kept up the fight until 1477. Toward the end of the war, increasing numbers of Yamana’s men dispersed hoping to preserve their fiefs after the conflict was over. 
Both sides employed large numbers of ashigaru (“light of foot”), soldiers with little or no armor. They fought with lances or bow and arrow. Many were destitute farmers who had absconded from shōen. The ashigaru were notorious for looting and burning. One of their last acts of vandalism was to burn down the Nijō palace.



15th Century Lampoon of Warriors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The bellicose egos of the samurai  had wrecked the capital; but, amazingly, people we still able to laugh. This picture shows animals dressed as samurai having a drinking party.



In 1473, 
Yoshimasa retired 
to study Zen and 
pursue his artistic 
interests. 
Yoshihisa 
succeeded him.

Ashikaga Yoshimasa



One of Yoshimasa’s 
contemporaries, Ikkyū Sōjun, 
is remembered as one of the 
most remarkable characters 
in Japanese history.

Ikkyū Sōjun (1394-1481)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ikkyū was the son of Emperor Go-Komatsu and a lady of the southern line. As such his birth threatened the fragile reconciliation of the northern and southern lines. He was the first male issue of a Japanese emperor to be treated as illegitimate. At age five he was sent to a Zen temple to be trained as a monk. Ikkyū was a brilliant scholar and distinguished himself by reading the entire Vimalakirti  Sutra in Chinese by the age of eleven. Given his classical education, it is not surprising that he also developed a love of poetry. Ikkyū composed more than 30,000 poems in his lifetime. 
As a young man Ikkyū underwent grueling Zen training under Zen master Kasō Sōdan (1353-1428), under whose tutelage he has his first experience with enlightenment. A period of wandering followed and Ikkyū eventually found himself in Sakai where he scandalized the locals by frequenting brothels and wine shops. He took the name “Crazy Cloud” and cultivated what was called “mad Zen.” 
During this period of time, Go-Komatsu became very ill. Before he died, in a gesture of compensation, Go-Komatsu presented his son with his personal writing equipment—an apt gift since Ikkyū is often considered the greatest calligrapher of the Muromachi period. 



Shichi Butsu Tsukaige (o zen o) 
by Ikkyū

After his father’s death, Ikkyū took to 
marching around Sakai with a 
wooden sword, mocking the Zen 
establishment. He wrote a poem 
saying:

Today’s Zen priests may be compared to 
wooden swords,
If seen inside a room, (they) seem to be real.
But, outdoors, unsheathed in the sunlight—
nothing but split bamboo.
Such (priests and wooden swords) are no 
good for fighting or for anything else. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Despite his unorthodoxy, it is said that Ikkyū was repeatedly asked to assume the throne and refused. (His half-brother, the emperor Shōkō, r. 1412-1428, was said to have been “touched in the head.”)
 In 1474, he became the abbot of Daitokuji in Kyōto, where he served as a brilliant administrator. He spent the final years of his life with his beloved mistress, a blind koto player, for whom he wrote some of the most erotic poetry in Japanese literature. He is remembered as one of Japan’s most profound Zen philosophers.
Shichi Butsu tsukaige o zen o  is a reference to “The verse of admonishment of the seven Buddhas.” The verse reads “Commit no evil, Do all good acts, And purify your thoughts; This is the teaching of the seven Buddhas.  The seven Buddhas are Shakamuni and the six Buddhas preceding him.




The wealth of temples 
with good 
administrators like Ikkyū 
and the cultural 
exchanges that resulted 
from the missions to 
China significantly 
impacted Japanese 
painting.

Bodhidharma by Minchō 
1352-1431

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Minchō was one of the last Buddhist painters to work in the traditional style. He was superintendent in charge of the monastic buildings at Tōfukuji in Kyōto.



Hyōnenzu (Catching a 
Catfish in a Gourd) by 
Josetsu, c. 1413

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Josetsu was a monk at Shōkokuji in Kyōto. His works are one of the earliest examples of the Japanese style of ink painting (suibokuga). 



Kanō Masanobu  (1434-1530) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kanō Masanobu  (1434-1530) came from the Izu-Suruga region to study at Shōkokuji. He was a layman and became at painter-in-attendance (goyō eshi) to the Shogunate. He founded the Kanō school which was the first major professional, secular school of painting. It benefited significantly from the influence of Kanō’s Zen teachers.




1. Ashikaga Takauji (1305–1358) (r. 1338–1358) 
2. Ashikaga Yoshiakira (1330–1368) (r. 1359–1368) 
3. Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358–1408) (r. 1368–1394) 
4. Ashikaga Yoshimochi (1386–1428) (r. 1395–1423) 
5. Ashikaga Yoshikazu (1407–1425) (r. 1423–1425) 
6. Ashikaga Yoshinori (1394–1441) (r. 1429–1441) 
7. Ashikaga Yoshikatsu (1434–1443) (r. 1442–1443) 
8. Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436–1490) (r. 1449–1473) 
9. Ashikaga Yoshihisa (1465–1489) (r. 1474–1489) 
10. Ashikaga Yoshitane (1466–1523) (r. 1490–1493, 1508–

1521) 
11. Ashikaga Yoshizumi (1480–1511) (r. 1495–1508) 
12. Ashikaga Yoshiharu (1510–1550) (r. 1522–1547) 
13. Ashikaga Yoshiteru (1536–1565) (r. 1547–1565) 
14. Ashikaga Yoshihide (1540–1568) (r. 1568) 
15. Ashikaga Yoshiaki (1537–1597) (r. 1568–1573) 

Ashikaga Shōguns

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yoshimasa died in 1490. His nominal successor, Yoshihisa (1465-1489) had died a year earlier at the age of twenty-five leading a punitive expedition against some recalcitrant supporters of Yamana. The next few shōgun completely were dominated by the Hosokawa. The tenth shōgun, Yoshitane (1466-1523, just three years in office and was temporarily replaced by a nephew of Yoshimasa named Yoshizume (1480-1511). Yoshitane came back in 1499 and was ejected by Hosokawa Katsumoto’s son Masamoto (1466-1507). With the aid of the Ōuchi clan, Yoshitane finally assumed the shogunate after the assassination of Masamoto in 1507. In fact, the office of shōgun was no longer particularly relevant since it was controlled by the kanrei. Between 1490 and 1550, seven Ashikaga shōgun were appointed and deposed by the Hosokawa and their successors. 



Sword of Ashikaga Yoshiteru (1536-1565)

The thirteenth Ashikaga 
shōgun, Yoshiteru, was known 
as the “sword drawing shōgun” 
because he kept several swords 
stuck in the tatami so he would 
be prepared to fight his enemies 
with a succession of weapons

Ashikaga Yoshiteru 
(1536-1565)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After unsuccessfully trying to reassert his rights a number of times, he was either assassinated or forced to commit seppuku by a rebellious Hosokawa vassals. Although a puppet for most of his tenure as shōgun, he was a good swordsman and tried to function effectively. 




One of the most 
remarkable incidents of 
this unsettled era was 
the rising of the 
Yamashiro ikki in 1485.

Phoenix - Byōdō-In

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ikki originally meant to do something in agreement, but it came to designate militant confederations of local warriors and peasants. In 1485, representatives of the peasants of Yamashiro led by local samurai meant in council with representatives of two warring Hatekeyama armies at Byōdō-In in Uji. The peasants had some leverage because they had been refusing supplies to the fighters. The ikki succeeded in obtaining an agreement which required the Hatakeyama to leave Yamashiro. The departing soldiers  were also supposed to remove all the barriers they had set up and return lands confiscated to their rightful owners. The Hatakeyama complied and the local farmers and warriors set up a provisional government that lasted eight years. This was an example of a phenomenon known at the time at gekokujō (“the low oppress the high”). 



Hokke Ikki – Lotus Uprising

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another consequence of the flux in Japanese society, was shift in power from the more conservative monastic sects which had been patronized by the elite to more lay-oriented groups such as the Hokke or Lotus sect founded by Nichiren. By 1469, about half the population of the capital were adherents of the Hokke. The towns-people had formed militias to protect themselves from roaming bandits. Since many of them were followers of the Nichiren, the temples in the south part of the city became their fortresses. When peasant rebellions threatened the city in 1532, the Hokke took over and ruled the capital for four years. Their power ended when monks from Hiei destroyed their establishments in 1536. The incident is known as Lotus Uprising (Hokke Ikki).



Inuyama castle built in 
1537

While the war in the 
capital was virtually 
over, the provinces 
experienced continued 
warfare between 
competing factions of 
local samurai. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Power was being redistributed throughout the country with a score of warlords holding control of one or more provinces. There were also several hundred subsidiary families that owed them allegiance. The local daimyō (feudal lords) began to build castles. Inuyama castle is one of the few that retains its Muromachi tower. Along with the creation of castles went the development of castle towns (jōka-machi). Warlords were naturally reluctant to leave their vassals on their own estates where they might plot against them, so they began requiring them to live in or near the castle. The rural samurai were quickly being converting to city-dwellers. This  widened the divide between the farmers and the urban elite. On the local level, villages began creating councils of elders to regulate their affairs in the absence of direct control from the warlords. 



Kinko and Other Hermits by Sesson Shūkei

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The growth of castle towns and improved safety in travel stimulated the diffusion of arts which had previously only been practiced in the capital.  Artists were more in demand throughout the country. Professors of linked verse, rengashi, traveled from castle to castle, as did some Nō performers.  A prime example of the cultural Diaspora is the work of the painter Sesson Shūkei (1504-1589). He never worked in the capital, but spent most of his life in Hitachi. Consequently, his work has a more distinctly Japanese flavor than his predecessors in Kyōto.



In 1542, something which took place far from 
the capital changed the course of Japanese 
history dramatically. 

Tanegashima

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A group of three Portuguese arrived in Tanegashima island when the Chinese junk they were traveling was blown off course. They had muskets with them. The local lord bought two of them and had them copied by Japanese craftsmen. Muskets were called Tanegashima in Japan for several hundred years.



The stranded Portuguese returned to China. 
Portuguese trading ships started entered 
Kyūshū harbors within a few years.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The daimyō of Kyūshū welcomed the Portuguese both out of curiosity and because they hoped for a rich trading connection. When they saw the respect with which the traders treated the missionaries who accompanied them, the warlords welcomed the Jesuits as well.



Francis Xavier 
(1506-1552) 
landed in 
Kagoshima in 
1549 and was well 
received by the 
lord of Satsuma.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
He remained in Japan for two years. When he arrived in the capital he found the shōgun was absent. 



Seeing that he 
would be unable to 
make converts 
without official 
sanction, he 
traveled back to 
Yamaguchi and 
from there to visit  
Ōtomo Sōrin, the 
powerful lord of 
Bungo. 

Ōtomo Sōrin (1530-1587

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Xavier left for Goa in 1552, he took an embassy from Ōtomo to the Portuguese Governor of the Indies. The Lord of Bungo was particularly anxious to set up a trading relationship that would be both lucrative and relatively free from interference by pirates. The Jesuits did relatively well making converts in Bungo. Naturally, they met with opposition from some Buddhist groups, notably the Hokke (Lotus) sect.




Japan in the 
middle of the 16th

century was a 
land torn apart by 
the rivalries of the 
warlords. 

Oda Nobunaga 1534-1582

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There seemed no hope of centralizing power until Oda Nobunaga, a young man of twenty-seven, conquered Owari province in 1559.



Nobunaga’s next great 
opportunity came when 
Imagawa Yoshimoto 
(1519-1560) passed 
through his domain on 
his way to the capital 
with 25,000 soldiers.

Oda

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Imagawa had taken three of Nobunaga’s forts and stopped at a gorge called Dengaku-hazama. Nobunaga, with a force of only 3,000 men took advantage of the terrain and a thunderstorm to attack and defeat the much larger force. It was called the “Battle of Okehazama”. An officer in Imagawa’s army named Matsudaira was later to be known as Tokugawa Ieyasu and we will be hearing more about him.



Takeda Shingen
(1521-1573)

Nobunaga’s next move was 
to forge an alliance with 
Tokugawa Ieyasu who 
controled the province of 
Mikawa and Takeda 
Shingen of Kai.

Takeda’s 
Generals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nobunaga promised his daughter to Takeda’s son. His back was thereby protected along the coast.



Nobunaga was in 
control of Owari 
and only two 
provinces, Mino and 
Ōmi stood between 
him and the capital 
in Yamashiro.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nobunaga sent his sister to marry Asai Nagamasa of northern Ōmi. Nobunaga had married the daughter of Saitō Dōsan of Mino hoping to make his father-in-law an ally. However, Dōsan had been killed by his own son in 1566 and relations with his wife’s family were strained. One of Nobunaga’s junior commanders, Kinoshita Tōkichirō, later known as Hideyoshi, was pivotal in helping defeat the Saitō stronghold at Inabayama in 1567.



Ashikaga Yoshiaki 15th 
Ashikaga shōgun
(r. 1568-1573)

In 1558, Nobunaga 
sent for Ashikaga 
Yoshiaki who had 
been hiding out in 
Echizen after the 
assassination of his 
brother. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yoshiaki requested help in restoring the Ashikaga bakufu.




Ashikaga Shōguns

1. Ashikaga Takauji (1305–1358) (r. 1338–1358) 
2. Ashikaga Yoshiakira (1330–1368) (r. 1359–1368) 
3. Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358–1408) (r. 1368–1394) 
4. Ashikaga Yoshimochi (1386–1428) (r. 1395–1423) 
5. Ashikaga Yoshikazu (1407–1425) (r. 1423–1425) 
6. Ashikaga Yoshinori (1394–1441) (r. 1429–1441) 
7. Ashikaga Yoshikatsu (1434–1443) (r. 1442–1443) 
8. Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436–1490) (r. 1449–1473) 
9. Ashikaga Yoshihisa (1465–1489) (r. 1474–1489) 
10. Ashikaga Yoshitane (1466–1523) (r. 1490–1493, 1508–1521) 
11. Ashikaga Yoshizumi (1480–1511) (r. 1495–1508) 
12. Ashikaga Yoshiharu (1510–1550) (r. 1522–1547) 
13. Ashikaga Yoshiteru (1536–1565) (r. 1547–1565) 
14. Ashikaga Yoshihide (1540–1568) (r. 1568) 
15. Ashikaga Yoshiaki (1537–1597) (r. 1568–1573) 



Letter written by Emperor Ōgimachi giving instructions for 
soliciting donations for the repair of Shōbōji in Ōmi

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, at the end of 1567, Nobunaga received a secret message from the Emperor Ōgimachi. It mentioned that the Emperor would like property stolen by his enemies returned.



By this time, Nobunaga had moved into Inabayama
castle and renamed it “Gifu.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
He had also taken the motto “Rule the Empire by Force” (Tenka fubu).
Sweeping aside the remaining resistance to his rule (opposition in Ise and Hatakeyama, Hosokawa, Miyoshi, and Matsunaga in Kyōto), Nobunaga entered the capital in November of 1568 and installed Yoshiaki as shōgun. Even though an Ashikaga was still shōgun, this is considered the end of the Muromachi period.



The Muromachi was 
a fabulous period 
for Japanese 
culture. 

Japanese wood 
Shishi (Lion)
Mount for the 
diety Monju
(Manjushri) 
Muromachi
period, 16th 
century

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Aesthetics were deeply influenced by the renewed trade with China. 



Daruma and Eka by 
Sesshū, ca. 1479

We have seen that 
painting flourished and 
architecture flourished. 



Buddhist Altar Pendant 
(dated 1535)

The size and wealth 
of the religious 
institutions 
provided a secure 
source of patronage 
for a variety of 
skilled artists.



Dō-maru armor 15th

Century

Continued 
warfare gave 
craftsmen plenty 
of incentive to 
drevelop fine 
armor. 



15th Century Ashiya Kettle

The growing popularity 
of tea ritual also inspired 
another kind of 
metalwork.

Muromachi Temmyō 
Kettle

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the most superb kettles in Japan were made at Ashiya. Some of the casters originally made temple bells.



Incense Container 15th

Century

Cosmetic box with fan 
design

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lacquer work continued to be the finest in the world.



Kosode with design of 
pawlonia and bamboo in 
twill

Muromachi shoes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commerce with China and Korea inspired textile workers. Design and technique became more sophisticated.



Significant 
technological 
advances were also 
made in ceramics.

Seto

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometime in the sixteenth century, probably in the Seto area, multi-chamber, climbing kilns began to be built. Ash and iron glazes were also starting to be applied to the entire body of some ceramics. These changes may have resulted from a demand for Japanese copies of Chinese ceramics stimulated by the popularity of tea ritual.



Southern Süng temmoku tea 
bowl called “Shukō Temmoku”

Seto tea bowl named Gyokujun
“Moist Jewel” Muromachi



15th Century 
Shigaraki Seed Jar

Roof tiles

Most Japanese ceramics 
of the Muromachi period 
were made for purely 
utilitarian functions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, as we move into the Momoyama era, you will see some remarkable changes!



Summary of the Muromachi Period (1333-1568)

1. In 1338, Ashikaga Takauji received the title of 
shōgun founding the Ashikaga bakufu.

2. From 1337 to 1392, two rival imperial courts 
contested the Throne.

3. Ashikaga Yoshimitsu started trade with China in 
1401 resulting in a rich injection of cash into the 
Japanese economy.

4. Serious peasant rebellions began in 1428.
5. Rival warlords devastated Kyōto during the The Ōnin

War (1467-1477). Japan was left with no powerful 
central government.

6. Oda Nobunaga entered the capital in 1568 and 
installed the last Ashikaga shōgun.
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