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Periodically, some whites in the growing number of white-supremacist 
and racial-nationalist groups have threatened large-scale violence against 
Americans of color or government agencies viewed as supporting people of 
color. For example, the 1995 bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building 
by antigovernment terrorists, who were white supremacists, killed 169 
people. Somewhat later, other bomb plots were uncovered, one targeting the 
Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery, Alabama, and others targeting 
federal buildings. In recent years white militia and supremacy groups have 
stockpiled explosives and prepared bombing ventures. 59 

For some years now, numerous human rights activists have researched 
the national and international growth of a renewed white-supremacist 
movement. In the United States there are many extreme white-nationalist 
groups, including Ku Klux Klan groups and a variety of neo-Nazi groups 
and armed white militias. Nationally, in 2013, the Southern Poverty Law 
Center counted 1,007 known hate groups operating actively across the U.S., 
a great many of them Klan and other white supremacists, neo-Nazis, racist 
skinheads, and border vigilante organizations, with at least 300,000 whites 
as active or passive supporters. This number has grown in recent years, in 
substantial part because of white extremists' concerns over the increase 
in Latino and Asian immigration, the expanding racial diversity of the 
population, and the election of a black president.60 

Members of these white-nationalist groups, as well as thousands of 
others who read their literature, sometimes engage in racially motivated 
crimes. After the 2008 presidential election there were at least 200 
incidents of hate-based vandalism, as well as threats of violence against 
President-elect Obama, more than for any previous U.S. president. Death 
threats have continued throughout Obama's presidency, many of them 
likely being racially motivated. White-supremacist leaders have viewed the 
election of an African American as a recruiting tool to bring new whites 
into their organizations. David Duke, former Klan leader, gave a press 
conference at which he reportedly asserted that the election is a "shock to 
me and it should be a shock to the community that European Americans 
now have to fight for our rights, in I guess Obama's 'New America.' ... do 
whites have rights? ... I don't see him as our President."61 

White Racism and the Internet 

Since the late twentieth century, white-supremacist and other hate­
based organizations in the U.S. and overseas have grown significantly in 
number and impact. One contemporary activity involves creating major 
Internet websites. The Council of Europe (COE) has estimated there are 
about 4,000 hate-based websites worldwide, with 2,500 originating out 
of the U.S. Estimates of hate-based websites vary greatly, ranging from 
hundreds to thousands. Nonetheless, it is clear that there are at least 
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several hundred active websites originating from the United States which 
insistently spread a white-supremacist ideology and encourage violence 
or other discriminatory actions based on that ideology. One reason 
for U.S. dominance in setting up the majority of influential white­
supremacist websites is the way that the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution is usually interpreted to protect racist hate speech. Most 
other countries-including Austria, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Italy, and the Netherlands-significantly restrict white­
supremacist and other hate-based speech, yet most U.S. policymakers 
stand behind the notion that extreme white-supremacist speech should 
be constitutionally protected. This position ensures that it is difficult to 
combat white-supremacist speech globally and makes the U.S. an easy 
place to print extremely racist materials and to create white-supremacist 
websites. 62 

Researcher Jessie Daniels has shown there are two forms of racist-right 
and other hate-speech websites on the Internet, websites that many people 
treat as important sources of information. One type openly showcases 
"racist propaganda for those outside the organization, including youth; 
and for those within, use the 'private web' of encrypted messages for 
communication, command and control." Even more sinister are "cloaked" 
websites, which present themselves as being about the "truth" of racial 
issues and may seem moderate or pro-civil rights, yet are working for 
"a hidden white-supremacist agenda. These sites use a combination of 
carefully chosen domain names, deceptive graphic user interfaces (GUI), 
and subtly racist rhetoric that pose a pernicious epistemological threat to 
racial equality."63 This growth in racist websites is challenging for those 
seeking to reduce white-supremacist framing and extreme racist activities 
in the U.S. and other countries. More so than much other controversial 
speech, hate-based speech is likely to link to discriminatory action. 
Historical analyses reveal that the U.S. and other countries have long 
histories of this hate-based speech motivating much physical violence and 
other discrimination.64 

Daniels has further concluded that 

old forms of racism have moved onto the Internet and exist 
alongside newer forms, such as cloaked websites that seek to disguise 
racist propaganda. The threat ... is less one of potential recruitment 
to social movement organizations (although that is possible), but 
rather the shifting epistemological ground on which politically hard­
won ideals of racial equality are based.65 

These sites help to perpetuate and reinforce the old white-racist framing 
against which human rights movements have struggled very actively since 
at least the 1960s' civil rights movements. 
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Note too that there is frequently significant overlapping in the way in 
which whites inside extremist groups and numerous other whites who are 
opposed to such extremist groups racially frame the social worlds in which 
they live. Whites of different backgrounds and politics periodically make 
use of similar racist stereotypes, images, or other features of the dominant 
white frame. In addition, occasionally, a member of a white-nationalist 
group becomes visible as a member of a mainstream organization. For 
example, an outspoken white supremacist became a member of the 
Republican Party's Executive Committee in Palm Beach County, Florida.66 

Racial Attacks on President Barack Obama 

During both the 2008 and the 2012 presidential campaigns, many racist 
attacks, verbal and otherwise, were made on Obama and his candidacy 
by those participating in various capacities in the Republican political 
campaign. Some attacks were similar to the hate crimes perpetrated by 
the white supremacists just discussed, while others were not hate crimes 
but reflected an aggressive white-racist framing that overlapped in some 
ways with the framing common in white extremist groups. In 2008 
numerous white supporters of Senator John McCain used racist epithets 
at presidential campaign events. At a Des Moines rally one woman yelled 
"He's a nigger!" at the mention of Obama. At other rallies whites had 
racist signs with messages like "Vote Right, Vote White" or held up racist 
dolls, racist effigies of Obama, or monkey dolls with Obama's name on 
them.67 At one conservative forum, activists bought boxes of waffle mix 
that racially caricatured Obama with a stereotypically Arab headdress 
and Mexican dress. Other white conservatives printed mock food stamps 
portraying a mule with Obama's face on it and pictures of watermelon and 
ribs. In Washington state a Republican Party official had to apologize for 
his group's selling at a state fair "$3 bills" showing Senator Obama in Arab 
dress with a camel and mocking "black speech."68 The former prominent 
conservative activist, Frank Schaeffer, supported Obama's candidacy and 
called on McCain to end the hate-filled actions of some participants in his 
campaign.69 

Much racist commentary and action continued to pursue Obama 
during his 2012 electoral campaign and thereafter. Recall from Chapter 4 
the racist joke about Obama's ancestry circulated by a prominent federal 
judge during the 2012 campaign. During the campaign, and often since, 
many white Tea Party and other conservatives have asserted the idea that 
"their country" is being taken over by Americans of color. One Tea Party 
faction's email emphasized the end of the "White Anglo-Saxon Protestant" 
race because of growth in the population of color.70 During that campaign 
there was much racist mocking of Obama by whites associated with 
various Tea Party factions. Researchers at the Institute for Research and 
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Education on Human Rights examined the views of Tea Party activists, 
almost all white, and found that they frequently operated out of a harsh 
white framing and made use of racist epithets, distorted racist images of 
Obama, and Confederate battle flags at political events.71 This Confederate 
battle flag, as political writer Ed Kilgore has sarcastically put it, is not 
problematical as a contemporary symbol for "southern pride" (or "white 
pride") aside from its "association with a violent revolution against the 
United States in the cause of human bondage, and aside from its long 
association with Jim Crow, and aside from its twentieth-century revival as 
the emblem of hard-core resistance to measures ofbasic decency."72 

Conclusion 

Being black in U.S. society means always having to be prepared for 
antiblack actions by whites-in most places and at many times of the day, 
week, month, or year. Being black means living with various types of racial 
discrimination and their often severe impacts, from cradle to grave. This 
lifetime reality is also true for most other Americans of color. We observe 
constantly in the examples of discrimination in this chapter the array of 
whites, from the elite to working-class whites, who perpetuate the aspects 
of racial oppression in its many forms-individual and institutional, 
informal and formal, unofficial and official. 

Throughout all these examples of discriminatory practices in the 
contemporary United States, we observe the great and persisting power of 
the centuries-old white racial frame. Today, as in the past, this dominant 
racial frame lies behind most of the recurring racial discrimination at all 
levels of this society. Some white discriminators act out of it consciously and 
openly, while others operate out of it half-consciously or unconsciously, for 
it has become normalized "common sense" for most whites. Clearly, until 
whites quit racially framing society and regularly acting out of it in racist 
ways-and thereby maintaining whites' racial privilege and power-the 
centuries-old system of racial oppression will persist. 

In this chapter we have examined just some of the patterns of racial 
discrimination today-especially in politics, the courts, and policing. We will 
now turn to other examples of persisting racial discrimination in yet other 
areas, including housing, employment, business, education, and health care. 




