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Note too that there is frequently significant overlapping in the way in
which whites inside extremist groups and numerous other whites who are
opposed to such extremist groups racially frame the social worlds in which
they live. Whites of different backgrounds and politics periodically make
use of similar racist stereotypes, images, or other features of the dominant
white frame. In addition, occasionally, a member of a white-nationalist
group becomes visible as a member of a mainstream organization. For
example, an outspoken white supremacist became a member of the
Republican Party’s Executive Committee in Palm Beach County, Florida.*

Racial Attacks on President Barack Obama

During both the 2008 and the 2012 presidential campaigns, many racist
attacks, verbal and otherwise, were made on Obama and his candidacy
by those participating in various capacities in the Republican political
campaign. Some attacks were similar to the hate crimes perpetrated by
the white supremacists just discussed, while others were not hate crimes
but reflected an aggressive white-racist framing that overlapped in some
ways with the framing common in white extremist groups. In 2008
numerous white supporters of Senator John McCain used racist epithets
at presidential campaign events. At a Des Moines rally one woman yelled
“He’s a nigger!” at the mention of Obama. At other rallies whites had
racist signs with messages like “Vote Right, Vote White” or held up racist
dolls, racist effigies of Obama, or monkey dolls with Obama’s name on
them.”” At one conservative forum, activists bought boxes of waffle mix
that racially caricatured Obama with a stereotypically Arab headdress
and Mexican dress. Other white conservatives printed mock food stamps
portraying a mule with Obama’s face on it and pictures of watermelon and
ribs. In Washington state a Republican Party official had to apologize for
his group’s selling at a state fair “$3 bills” showing Senator Obama in Arab
dress with a camel and mocking “black speech.”®® The former prominent
conservative activist, Frank Schaeffer, supported Obama’s candidacy and
called on McCain to end the hate-filled actions of some participants in his
campaign.®

Much racist commentary and action continued to pursue Obama
during his 2012 electoral campaign and thereafter. Recall from Chapter 4
the racist joke about Obama’s ancestry circulated by a prominent federal
judge during the 2012 campaign. During the campaign, and often since,
many white Tea Party and other conservatives have asserted the idea that
“their country” is being taken over by Americans of color. One Tea Party
faction’s email emphasized the end of the “White Anglo-Saxon Protestant”
race because of growth in the population of color.” During that campaign
there was much racist mocking of Obama by whites associated with
various Tea Party factions. Researchers at the Institute for Research and

Racial Oppression Today * 167

Education on Human Rights examined the views of Tea Party activists,
almost all white, and found that they frequently operated out of a harsh
white framing and made use of racist epithets, distorted racist images of
Obama, and Confederate battle flags at political events.”" This Confederate
battle flag, as political writer Ed Kilgore has sarcastically put it, is not
problematical as a contemporary symbol for “southern pride” (or “white
pride”) aside from its “association with a violent revolution against the
United States in the cause of human bondage, and aside from its long
association with Jim Crow, and aside from its twentieth-century revival as
the emblem of hard-core resistance to measures of basic decency.””

Conclusion

Being black in U.S. society means always having to be prepared for
antiblack actions by whites—in most places and at many times of the day,
week, month, or year. Being black means living with various types of racial
discrimination and their often severe impacts, from cradle to grave. This
lifetime reality is also true for most other Americans of color. We observe
constantly in the examples of discrimination in this chapter the array of
whites, from the elite to working-class whites, who perpetuate the aspects
of racial oppression in its many forms—individual and institutional,
informal and formal, unofficial and official.

Throughout all these examples of discriminatory practices in the
contemporary United States, we observe the great and persisting power of
the centuries-old white racial frame. Today, as in the past, this dominant
racial frame lies behind most of the recurring racial discrimination at all
levels of this society. Some white discriminators act out of it consciously and
openly, while others operate out of it half-consciously or unconsciously, for
it has become normalized “common sense” for most whites. Clearly, until
whites quit racially framing society and regularly acting out of it in racist
ways—and thereby maintaining whites’ racial privilege and power—the
centuries-old system of racial oppression will persist.

In this chapter we have examined just some of the patterns of racial
discrimination today—especially in politics, the courts, and policing. We will
now turn to other examples of persisting racial discrimination in yet other
areas, including housing, employment, business, education, and health care.





