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Philosophy of art covers philosophical issues related to the various arts.  Philosophy of art is closely related to aesthetics, which deals with such concepts as “the beautiful,” “the sublime” and “the pretty.”  In this class we will discuss such questions as: What is art?  What is the function of art?  What is the creative process?  What is beauty?  What is aesthetics and what role does it play in art experience?  What role does expression play in art?  What is the relation between art and morality?  Can art give us knowledge?  Are there any principles of taste?  What is the meaning of a work of art?  What is the relationship between art and the aesthetics of everyday life?  The arts we will discuss include painting, sculpture, architecture, music, dance, literature, film and others.  
An unusual element of this class is that we will be reading and discussing my just-published book on the aesthetics of everyday life.  In this book I explore the relationship between aesthetic experience in our everyday lives and aesthetic experience in the arts. 

We will also read Denis Dutton’s recent aesthetic theory based on the theory of evolution. 
The class will be a mixture of lecture, class discussion and student presentations and will be illustrated with slides and other media. 
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