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Comparative Philosophy is a peer-reviewed, open-access international journal of philosophy, with emphasis on the constructive engagement of distinct approaches to philosophical issues, problems, themes from various philosophical traditions/styles/orientations of doing philosophy for the sake of their joint contribution to the common philosophical enterprise, and/or on general theory and methodology of comparative philosophy.

Comparative Philosophy is an independent international academic journal. The International Editorial Board consists of its Advisory Board and its Editorial Committee. The Journal is published in English on the World Wide Web by the Center for Comparative Philosophy and the University Library at San Jose State University, California, USA.

The coverage of Comparative Philosophy is not restricted to, but can include, any particular comparative-engagement pairs of traditions/styles of doing philosophy (e.g., the East-West, South-North, or analytic-'Continental'), in view of the common philosophical enterprise and a series of issues and topics of philosophical interest and significance. The emphasis of the Journal, regarding conceptual/explanatory resources and modes of thinking in philosophy, is not exclusive to any ad hoc way of thinking alone (e.g., neither the Greek-style nous alone nor the Chinese-style dao alone) but inclusive, generally speaking; it is sensitive to the nature and features of specific philosophical issues/topics and the need of situations, specifically speaking. On the other hand, the Journal is inclusive but not merely for the sake of being aware of views from other traditions or styles of doing philosophy without critical engagement. It is critical but not without serious consideration of constructive, positive contribution. Rather, the Journal explicitly emphasizes the constructive engagement of distinct approaches in light of critical examination. It is to inquire into how, via reflective criticism and self-criticism, distinct modes of thinking, methodological approaches, visions, insights, substantial points of view, or conceptual and explanatory resources from different philosophical traditions and/or different styles/orientations of doing philosophy (within one tradition or from different traditions) can learn from each other and jointly contribute to our understanding and treatment of a series of issues, theme or topics of philosophical significance, which can be jointly concerned through philosophical interpretation and/or from a broader philosophical vantage point.

The contents of Comparative Philosophy are to be intrinsically relevant to the philosophical interest and inquiry of philosophy scholars and students, no matter which specific traditions they study (e.g., Chinese or Indian philosophy) and no matter which style of philosophy they instantiate (e.g., analytic or 'Continental' philosophy), given that they work on issues and topics under examination in the Journal. For a philosopher would be intrinsically interested in distinct approaches to the issues and topics under her philosophical (instead of merely historical) examination and in their reflective relation to her current working approach, whether or not she takes some other distinct approach also as her (current) working approach, which may be related to her training/specialty background, personal research interest or the need of the current study.

The target reader-audience of Comparative Philosophy, due to its nature and focus, consists primarily of academic philosophers and philosophy students throughout the world and across the boundaries of various traditions or styles of doing philosophy, both in developed countries or areas with relatively sufficient resources and in developing countries with insufficient resources. It is also intended to make excellent scholarship in comparative philosophy (understood in the foregoing broad, constructive way) available to researchers in other fields and non-academic readers who are interested in philosophical issues and topics. With this extensive readership in mind, and in view that some institutions (especially those in developing countries) cannot afford expensive journal subscriptions, Comparative Philosophy takes the open-access approach through universal accessibility of the Internet without cost. The open-access approach taken by the Journal is thus not merely an economic means to philosophy journal production but also a substantial way of maximizing the impact of philosophical research and enhancing constructively-engaging feedback and dialogue.

The contents of Comparative Philosophy are to primarily consist of high-quality original papers. It may include discussion notes or reviews of quality that are closely related to the emphasis of this journal. In general, submissions to Comparative Philosophy are judged through a blind refereeing process and selected for publication on the basis of their academic quality (rigorous argumentation/explanation, clear presentation, etc.), relevance to constructive engagement, and significance to comparative philosophy. Submissions are to be made in English (with good punctuation, grammar and spelling) electronically via internet. Depending on need and situations, the Journal might include a special column of essays on a specific theme; the essays to be included in the column are reviewed by the special column editor and other peers.

Comparative Philosophy is currently planned to be a biannual journal starting its first issue (Volume 1, Number 1) in January/February 2010.
The Journal website: 
http://www.comparativephilosophy.org/
